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THE COMMERCIAL,

Available Supply of Breadstuffs,

Accmding to the retuens of Broomhall's
Corn Trade News, Liverpl, specially cabled
to the Daily Trade Bulletin, tho aggregate
supplies of breadstuffs in Europoe and afloat
thorefor on February 1, exhibited the marked
decrease of 16,000,000 bushels during the
month of January, sgainst an increase of
400,000 bushels during Decomber, and an in-
creess of 5,600.000 bushels during January,
1895 The aggregate supplies wore reported
at 73.800,000 bushels, against £9,800 000
bushels on January 1,and 81,100.000 bushels
on February 1, 1895 The quantity reportel
afloat showed a reductivn of 3,940,000 bushels
during Japuary. The quantity afluat for
Great Britain was decreased 500,000 bushels
and 8,700,000 bushels to the continent, while
the quantity ‘‘for orders’ was increased
870,000 bushels. The aggregate quantity
afloat was 9.200,000 bushels ~less than ob
February 1, 1895. The agsregate quantity
of breadstuffs in store in the principal coun-
tries of Burope on February 1 was 12,100,000
bushels less than reported on January 1. and
1,100.00) less than on February 1, 1895.
Stocks in the United Kinglom wore 1educed
4,800,000 bushels, in France 700,000 bushels;
in Belgium, Germay and Holland 800,000
bushels; and in Rassia 6,800,000 bushels,
Compared with the returns of one year ago,
the stecks in store in Great Britain are 2,60),-
€00 bushels less; in B:lgoum, Germay and
Holland 1,500,000 bushels less; in France
200,000 bushels more, and in Russia 2,800,000
bushels more. It is evident that Russia bas
beon marketing wheat quite freely. The
agaregate supplies in store and afloat for the
United Kingdom on February 1 were 6,900,~
000 bushels less than last year, and those
credited to the continent 600.00J bushels less
The quantity afloat «* for orders ** was 2 8w),-
030 bushels less than reparted one year age.

DOMESTIC SUPPLIES.

The domestic supplies of breadstuffs in the
United States end Canada, at the puiuts
reporting to the Daily Trade Bulletin and
tho Daily Market Record. of Mingiapolis,
exhibit a decrease of 5,696,200 bushels duriug
January. against an increase of 35,610 400
bushels during December, and a decreass of
10.078.000 bushels during January, 1895, and
11,118,0 0 bushels during Jan.ary, 1894,
The aggregato stocks of flour exhibited a de-
creass of 91,000 barrels during January,
against a reduction of 7,800 barrels during
December, and 2 decrease ot 103,100 barrols
during January, 1895.

Tho supplies at the secaboard markets on
February 1 vere 493,810 barrels, against
510,585 barrels on January 1. and 445,807
barrels on February 1, 18%5.  The aggregate
stocks at all points on February 1 wero 82u,-
400 barrels larger than revorted ome year
previous.

During January the szgregate supplies of
wheat 1n the United States and Cansada
decreased 5.5§2.200 bushels against an in-
crease of 5,646,000 bushels during Dececmber,
aud a reduction of 9,505,000 bushels during
January, 1895, Supplies throughout the East
and on the Pacific coast were matenally ro-
duced, and slightly through the central west.
In tho northwest and in Caunada, thero wasa
fair increase in tho supplies. The aggresate
supplics of wheat on hand on February 1,
were 11,805,500 bushels smaller than roported
one year provious. Supplies on the Pacific
coast are 6,817.000 busbels less than reported
last year—a reduaction of over 47 per cent.
Supplies in Nlinoes are 6,659,000 bushels loss,
and in Now York 6.433,0u00 bushels les, Ia
tho Northwest supplies were 13,399 0 bush-
als larger than reported on February 1, 1895,
and in Canada were 1,971,000 bushels moro,
almost exclusively in Manitoba.

SUPPLIES AT IIOME AND ABROAD.
to supplics of breadstuffs in
cat therefor, and in the United

The
Europe and

States and Canada, at the points reporting on
February 1, 1896, were equal 202,832,800
bushels against 224,797,000 bushels on Janu-
ary 1, and 223,495,000 bushels on Febuary 1,
1895 Stocks during January were roduced
21,955,000 bushels, ag:inst an increaso of
6,010 00) buashels during Decembor, and a
reduction of 1,479,000 bushels during Janu-
ary, 1895,

Uses of the Sunflowar,

The pootical nature of tho sunflower has
received amplo attention from the pens of
writers, but its practical utility is just bagin-
niug to be generally recognized. In China
and Rusiia the sunflower is comsidered a
valuable plant, and it 18 raised for its seedsat
the rate of nearly half a million pounds
annually. Thoe poor farmers of Italy and
Iudia likewise attack great importance to the
plant, and the seeds are harvested foc animal
food and for poultry. Oae of the most im-
portant uses for the sunflower seeds is as food
for pcultry and cattle, It has long been
valued by progressive farmers as an excollent
and cheap food for fowls, Nothing mukes
them fatten quicker, and they will frequently
leave all other food for them. The seeds
wmake the hens lay better, and greatly increase
their weight. They can bo raised cheaper
than corn and give better results. As afood
for cattle, oxperiments are now in progressat
saveral of the experimeunt stations, and the
rosults so far obtained are very™ satisfactory.

Sanflywer oil made fiom the seeds is in
great demand in this country. Ia Russia
willions of pounds of the seeds are raised an-
nually for the vil, and large quantities of this
oil are exported forom that country. Io the
crude state it is used by painters for inside
work, but it does Yot quite equal linseed oil
for varaish purposes. Itismixed with most of
our cheap paints,land also with many prepar-
od stains. Of late years efforts have been
made to refine the oilsoastosell itin competi-
tivn with olive vil. In fact parified sunflower
oil is used quite extensively to adulterate
salad oils. Many consider it quito equal to
the ordinary grade of olive and aimond oil
for table uses. It i+ of a pale yellow color,
flavorless and palatable. Io Maryland ¢in-
siderable of this oil i3 made to supply the
Baltimore trade. After the oil is extracted
from the seeds the residue is made into cakes
for cattle food, and while not so nutritious as
tho food made from the fresh seeds it is of
considerable value. Tho factories that ex-
press the oil sell the seed cakes at a merely
nominal sum. In the poorer districts of
Iudiza snd Eiropo & fair kind of bread 1s made
from sunflower seeds and the nativez dopond
upon it fur a steady article of diet. Their
cattle are fed with the same diet, only the
seeds and heads are chopped up together, and
ovon tho leaves are fed to the animals. ‘Tho
stalks, when stripped of their leaves and
heads aro dried and used for fuel. Ono acre
of sunflowers will yield a great many cords
of good wood. The stalks are large, tough,
brittle aud good burners. A few acres of such
fuel will last one winter. Thete are many
other uses for sunflowers that the ingenuity
of man has devised, but the instances cited
aro sufficient to show the suuflower has out-
lived 1ts association with a decadent westhetic
philosophy and becomo of practical valuo if
not of universal use.

Leather and Boots and Shoss,

Manufacturers ars still buying from hand
to mouth, says tho Montreal Trado Balletin,
and consoquently no large luts are changing
hands eithor io sole or black leather. Stocks
arc cortainly not large, and as soon as buyers
commence to lay 1n sapplies they will find
that it will pot take much to abtsorb thum.
Montreal prices are: No. 2 manufaciurers’
salo 19 to 21c; jobbers' solo 22 to23¢; slaugh-
ter sole 21 to 22¢; waxed upper 27 to 82¢;

grain 12 to 14e; buff 10 to 12c: splits 20 to
2lo tor Ontario and 15 to 16e for Quebec;
pobble 10 to 11¢; glovo 10 to 12¢,

Bus_iness still continues quiet, the amount
of spring ordersso far taken showing a large
falling off as compsred ~ith this time last
year, although a fow more orders have boen
roceivod during the week, Thora are still
complaints of cutting, but prices are about
stoady on the wholo,

Rnaen e

The settlers’ excursions from Ontario for
Manitoba via the Canadian Pacific Railway
will leave Toronto beginning Tuesday, March
8rd, and overy Tuesday during that month
and April. To assist in promoting the com-
fort of those who will take advantage of the
excursions, W. D, Scott, Manitoba govern-
ment agent will accompany the train and
supply any information desired.

The Ladies

enjoy comfort and luxury
while traveling and the Pri-
vate Compartment Sleepers
on **North- Western Limited”
via “The North - Western
Line” leaving Minneapolis
every night 730, St. Paul
8.10 arriving Milwaukee
750 a.m. Chicago 9.30
a.m, were specially designed
to fill these requirements.
Each car is divided into
10 superbly-appointed com-
partments which are un-
cqualed for privacy, comfort
and luxury. Your Home
Agent will sell you
tickets via this first class
line, For further informa-
tion and Ilustrated Folder,
Free, plea e address T, W.
Teasdale, General Dassen-
ger Agent, St. Paul.

WISGONSIN GENTRAL

LINEKES.

LATHST TIMHE CARD.

Daily Through Trains.

1245 pm' 3.25 pm, Lv. Minoeapolis. At} 840 am| € 20 p
L pm! 715pm Lv. 8% Paul Ar
4.05 pmjLv. Duloth  Arn]IL10am
715 pmilv. Ashland Ar
7.15 am '10.05 am Ar.  Chicago Lv.| 5.00 pmild.40 pxm

Tickets 80ld and baggagoe chocked through % &l
points In the United States and Canada. .

Closo oonnectios masdo tp Gl with all tralgsgols,
East and South. w0 R

For toll Information spply toyour nearest tickes ngui
T

JAS. C. PORD,
Gon. Pass. Agt. Wilwankes, W1
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