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THE merchants of the town of Manitou, in
this provinee. have iseued a printed circular,
addressed to “'the wholeale merchants doing
business in Mar 'oor™ It reads as follows:
“Believeil:g it to be a fact acknowlwiged by
all first class dealers. whether by wholesale or
retail, and also by trade journals in general
that consumers's stores, whethm carried on
under the name of a “*grange store,”’ **patron’s
store,” or “farmers st.re.” arc detrimental
to the best interests of not only the manu-
facturer and producer, but also to those of
the wholesale and retail dealers. who must
have a legitimate profit in order to sueceved
and being satisfied that certain wholesale
firma are in the habit of -elling goods to such
institutions, to the detriment of legitimate
ratail dealers, we, the underigned merchants
and business men of the town of Manitou.
respectfully ask if it is your intention to
aupply such parties with goods, either direct-
ly or indirectly, in the future? This is not
a question of mere local importance. but one
affecting the whole provinee of Munitoba and
if the practice is continued it will be neces-
sary that the nawes of firms doing that kind
of business shall l'e reported to the secretary
of the provineial orgauization of retail deal-
ers, in course of construction, in order to
protect their interests by patronizing only
such houses as will answer the above question
1n the negative.”” The circular is sgined by
the m rchants of Maunitou, to any of whem
wholesalers are requested to reply.  The Com-
mercial hax receivid no information regarding
the issucing of this circular, and has hereto-
fore heard nothing about the proposed organ-
ization of retail merchants, mentioned in the
circular. The fact thata company composed
mostly of farmers, has been lately incorpor-
ated to carry on a store business at Manitou,
has no doubt led to this action on the part of
the Manitou merchants,

Frozexn Beef in Britain,

As the result of experiments vhich have
been carried on for a period of from four to
five years, a discovery has just been made
which seems likely to have a most imprtant
bearing on the future of the trade in frozen
meat between Great Britain and her Austral-
asian colonies. Queensland more especially
aspires to hecome our chief purveyor of beef,
and, seconded by London importers. has been
maving most vigorous efforts to obtain a good
hold on our markets, This i< not surprising,
in view of the vastness of her resources. On
December 31 last, her stoc: of cattle was no
less than 6.698,6100), an increase of over 100,000
on tho previous year ; while the quotations for
live stoc¢ at Brisbane yardslast July, as re-
corded in the Australasian Pastoralist Review,
were—best. bullocks, £3 123, 6d, to £3 13s.;
gowl bullochs, £3 2s. 6d. to £3 7s 6d.; and
cows £1 10s. to £1 173. 6d. With such large
supplies, at such low prices, the desire of the
Queenslanders to supply us with beef will be
readily understood. Consigninents are now
reaching Loudon from three ports in Queens-
land, aud the total arrivals from that colony
for the seven months of the present year end-
ed July last were 143,862 cwt., as compared
with 89,852 cwt. in the corresponding period
of last year. But hitherto Queensland beef
has suffered from a most serious disadvantage.
The freozing process to which the colonial
meat is necessarily subjected affects becf far
more seriously than it affects mutton or lamb,

and experience shows that the Queensland
frozen beef is to apt. wheu served upat table,
to be hard, dry. and tasteless, Eunoe the
consumers have been found among the poor
est classer, .nd during the recent * glut” in
the London meat market—when fresh arriv-
als of meat had to be kept on board the steam-
ers becanse there was no room for them in
the refrigerating chaibers un snore—Queens-
land beef was practically unsaleable. In pre-
sent conditions, indeed, it has little or no
chanee of competing with American bedf,
which, not coming so great a distance and
not having to cross the equator. is only ** chil-
led", and iz therefor not open to the same
objuctions as the Queensland product, When
there are superabundant supplies on the mar-
ket, and more especially when the American
is at a low figure, it is the Quecnxland that
goes to the wall,  Thus while. as already
stated, the total imports of Queensland buef
for the firstseven months of this year amount-
ed to 168.862 cwt.. the imports from America
for the same period were no less than 1,055,-
780 cwt, As for the prices realized, Ameri-
can hindyuarters were fetching on August 10,
from 54d to 6id per lb.. as compared with 2}d
to 24d for Australian hindquarter~, and 1
18d Tor Australian forequarters. Theso were.
of courve, exceptionally low prices, and they
have «ince improved. but they show the in-
feriur position that Quecnsland beef has had
to assume in our markets.

The problem on which a number of minds
have been working is how to make Queens-
land beet a really acceptable article, and how
to transfer to vur own kinsmen tho trade in
beef now being done with America. The
great difficulty hes been to discover some
method nf thawing the frozen beef which shull
overcome the prejudicial effacts of the freez-
ing. Al sorts of methods have been tried,
including the thawing cf the meat in a vacu-
um and even in sea water; but most of them
have proved faitures.  E. Montague Nelson.
chairman and managing director of Nelsun
Bros.. Lwd., has, however, at last hit upon a
process which he issatisfied will be ** commer-
cially successful *’ and secure the results so
earnestly desired. The exact details are be-
ing kept secret for the present, but the pro-
cess i, in effect, one by which the frozen
meat is thuwed in a warm. dry atmosphere.
which also ausorbs the moisture, and leaves
the meat not only sound in condition, but
without that peculiar ** wetness "' so char-
acteristic of the ordinary frozen meat. B
some persons it has been supposed thut this
swetness,” in frozen beef at least. is due to
the bursting of ** vessels'” in the meat and the
consequent running away of the ‘‘juices,”
something after the mav.ner of the bursting
of water pipes in wintcr,  The theory is
picturesque, but has bheen scientifically proved
to be unfounded. Mr. Nelson holds that the
‘wetness”” in questicn i3 due meroly to con-
densation of atmospheric moisture on the
frozen meat, in the same way that such
moisture condenses on a glass of iced water in
a warm room ; and he has found that, o far
from the ** wetness™ of the frozen meat being
juice. it is nothing more than discolored wa-
ter, out of which no *-stock’ can be pre-
pared, as would otherwite be the case.
By this thawing process, he claims to
be able to get rid of the frost and
bring the meat up to the ordinary temper-
ature, so that no condemsation will take
place and no “*wetness" be found, and, at
the same time. to insure to the purchaser a
good, juicy, palatable, and teunder joint,

A small quantity of this thawed beef was
on view at Smithfield Market on Friday last
week, and was reccived there with such
favour that Mr. Nelson, satisfied with the
result of his experiment, has ordered the im-
mediate preparation of rooms where the pro-
cess can be carried out on a large scale. The
cost of the process is estimated at not more
than a farthing a pound, whilethe Smith-

field experts believe that it will put an ad-
ditional value of, probably. from one penny
to three-halfpence per pound ou the meat.
Should this be so, there onght to be a decided
pecuniary advantagenotonly for the Londoa
traders, but also for the Queensland farmers,
who complain that at the present prices the
trade i wmost unsatisfactory.  Of even groat-
er importance, however. than an increase in
price is the expectation that Queenslnnd beef
will now be converted from analmaest un-
«aleable article into a auleable one | and as
the Queenslanders, with the much lower
values of their stock, can put beef on the
British  markets at a considerably lower
figure than the Americans, it is believed that
when their supplies have the opportunity of
fairly comyiting with thoswe of the lstter
there will be o substantial deviation of the
trade in favoutr of the colonista, It is desir-
able, however, tuatthe Queenslanders should
at unce organise their suppliex on a lew in-
termittent and irregular basi« thanat present,
When Australia serds us 9,109 quarters of
beef in January. uoune at all in Februarvy,
209 in March, 19,762 in April, 25,121 in May,
drops to 128 in JJune, and then mukes a great
spurt with 5,111 in July, the best regulated
of markets may well be upsct.

The process in question though applicable
more especially to frozen beef, will have its
effect on the trade of frozen mutton as well,
for \iiis article, tco, has arcused a good deal
of prejudice on account both of its *“ wetness'
aund of its hardness in eacing whenever it has
not been properly thawed When tho ar-
rangenents now being made are cor plete
the " carcases of sheep will be treated in just
the same way as thequar 218 of beef, the only
difference heing that whe. "as the latter will
take five days to thaw, th former will bo
ready in_two. ‘Then it is cl.imed, the last
possible objection to colonial mutton will be
removed. That this will be d news jor
New Zealand, which last year sent us no few-
er than 1,894,751 carcasex of mutton and
lamb, can be readily believed. New South
Wales and Victoria also are both dcing their
best to increase their frozen: meat trade with
the mother country. and may be expected to
be interested as well,—London Times,

Wheat Feeding to Live Stook.

Wheat is undoubtedly being fed freely to
Live Stock in nearly all parts of the Umited
States. Farmers claim that it is more protit
able than selling it to millers and shippers.
In New York and Pennsylvania, there is con-
siderable wheat being feed to hogs. In Mary-
land, Virginia and West Virginis, rno wheat
of consequence is being feed, In Kentucky,
Fowever, farmers are feeding freely—some
correspondents reporting more  eat ground
for feed than for flour. and farmers competing
with millers for the offerings. In Tennes-
see, there is some wheat being fed. In Ohio
farmersare feeding considerable wheat, claim-
ing they realize 70 to 8Uc¢ for it. In Michi-
gau, former are feeding fair quantities,
possibly not as freely as a month ago. In
Indiana fair quantities of wheat are being fed
—farmers prefering to realize in that way, as
being more profitable, In Illinois, farmers
are feeding considerable wheat to all kinds of
live stock. Farmersare feeding wheat rather
freely in Missouri, and alsoin Kansas and
Texas. In Iowa and Nebraska, farmers are
feeding a good share of their wheat, and in
some sections are buying from dealers. In
Wisconsin and Northwest small quantities of
wheat are being fed. In Colorado and Utah
it is estimated that 20 per cent of the crop will
be fed to live stock. Small quantities are
being fed in the Pacific States—possibly not
mors shan usual, Correspondents state that
in Kentucky fair quantities of wheat are
being used by distillers, and also in New York
by malsters.—Chicago Trade Bulletin,




