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It has been somewhat cold of late and wet,
but the sky has brightened and hopes are on-
tertained that we have seon the last of the
winter lingering in the lapof spring. Fearsare
eatertained that the fruit crop will be injured
in the same way a8 it was last ycar.

Business is improving fast and if it were not
for the tightness of mongy among uvmall traders,
times might be regarded as thoroughly prosper.
our. There is a lack of money in the more re-
tarded circle, but large enterprises are carried
on with apparent ease and pleaty of capital.
The cheapness of money in the British markert
is regarded as favorable to investmentsin the
province, and a greater inflyw of capital in all
circles.

Country trade is still unsatisfactory both ia
respect to orders and returns, Last wasa very
bad winter and country traders probably folt it
more than business men in the city. Conse-
quently orders are backward and sinall so far.
However, their influence is beginning to be felt
and in & month or 80 must be vnusually brisk.

Fish are temporarily very scarce. The salm-
on run has been small but now looks mare pro.
mising. Thoro has been a very brisk export
demand and_ most of the salmon caught has
been shipped east. The oolochans are now on
the run in the Fraser river.  The oolochan is
oue of the most delicious of table fish and be.
longs to the salmon family of which there are
sine divisions in the coast, enibracing capelin,
oolochan, smelt, snifsmelt, trout, charr, zray-
liog, whiting and salmon.  About the middle
of March the run begins in the Naas river
and extends on dowan the coast later in Gard-
ner's canal, Kingcombe inle, Kaight's inlet.
The Indians fish for them in the horthern wat-
ers and catch them in enormous quautities. The
extraction of oolochan grease, which is used
very much as we use butter, is oge of their fav-
orite industries, The oolochan is about nine
inches long and as might be inferted is very
rich and fullofoil.  Cooked a3 smelts aro it is
delicious and 4f not too tender for carriage
should become an article of coansiderable ex-
port.  When the ran is at its height oolochans
may be taken out of the river by the Laskets-
ful.  Oolochan are sometimes put up in pickle
and sometimes cured and smoked like bloaters.
(l‘)'ndoubtcdly they will be largely utilized same.

ay.

The British Columbia legislature is prolong-
ing its scssion boyond what was auticipated. A
vory large amount of work has been accom.
plished aund some very important Jlegislation,
principally nﬁ'eot.ing proposed railways, has
still to bo considered.

" It is now pretty well uaderstood that the
Northern Pacific railway has abandoned the
hope of obtaining a bonus of 300,000
from the city of Vancouver and that
nogotiations are being carried on with the
owners of North Vancouver property for $500,
000 worth of property o cross the second nar-
rows by bridge and take therailway over there.
A towansite would be laid out and the property
throughout the municipality enhanced materi.

ally.
" gome changes in the persounel of the C.P.R.

officials here, it is said, aro contemplated. D.
E. Brows, general freight and passenger agent,
will, 1t i3 uaderstood, be made general manager
of the Canadian Pacific steamship line, with
headquarters at Hong Kong. The duties per-
formed by him will be divided, with a head for
the passenger and another for the freight de-
partments,  Geo. McT. Brown, passenger
agent at Vancouver,.will probably succecd D.
E. Brown in the former and H. E. Common,
agent, in the latter capacity.

Iue CoyuERCIAL has several times pointed
out that the demands upon the Esquimault dry
dock would shortly result in another being
built, if not on Burrard Inlet or somewhere
olse on the B.C. coast, on the gsound. It is u
matter that should have had the attention long
ago of not only the Dominion and provincial
governments, but local authorities ag well, bs.
cause while the docks are necessary to accomo-
date the ifcreasing shipping, a third will be
superfluous for some time to come. As will be
secn by the following from the Scattle Zele.
graph, a golden opportunity has becn lost:

**The United States government has issued
a call for tenders for the dock to be erected
at the uew navy yard at Port Qrchard on the
Sound, opposite Seattle. The plaas call for the
construction of a dry dock 605 feot long, with
30 feet druft of water, with a body of timber
and su entrance of concrete and masonry. In
addition to this there will be a pump house,
pumping plant, floating gate, culverts aund ait
other appliances appertsiuiag to a work of this
kind. The work is to be done in accordunce
with plans and spocifications, which may be
had on application to the department at Wash-
ington city. The bids aro to opened on July
5, and the contract let immediately,”

Real estate throughout the province has been
wmoviog much more freely and a number of
traosactions, some large, have been reported.

Attention is now beiag directed to the north.
ern interior, the greater part of which was sur-
voyed by Mr. Pondrier last and previous gum-
mers. This groat plateau ov succession of val.
loys, which begin at the southorn boundary,
contaios millions of acres of grazing land, some

of it excellent for agricultural purposes. One

tract of 1,000 square miles of rich megdow lands

and boudless agricw Sural resourco, has boen
recontly located aund scttlers aro already on
their way there. It is seveoral hundred miles
from the line of the railway, but the advent of
o railway is cortain within a few yoars and it
ia accessible by wagon road and trail. Theso
lauds sre now open at $1 an acro for actual
sottlement. A rvailway is the great desidera-
tu, Two oharters alroady obtained contem.
plate bisecting this rogion.

Tho maoulacture of ico has been taken in
hand, Factorics will be located at Victoria,
Vancouver, Westminster and Nanaimo, and
will be turning out ice within 60 days.

8. C. Markot Quotations.

Thoro has been little change to.r~port since.
last quotations.  Several lines have become
firm with prospects of advance.

Frour aNp FPrED, ETC.—Oregon flour in
Victoria has declined, but elsewhere no reduc-
tion is noted. Following are quotations: Man.
itoba Pateats, $6; strong bakers, §5.60; ladie’s
choice, $6.00; prairie Llly, $5.75; Oregon, 6 00;
Spokane, $5.65; Enderty milis: Premer, $5.85;
threo atar, $5.70; two atar, $3.35, Oatmoeal, east.
erp, $3.40; California, §4; Ntionalmills, Viotoria,
83 65 ; rolled cats, ocastern, 33 per 80 1b bags;
California, $390 per wpinety pound bags ;
National mills, $3.75; corameal, £3.10 ;
split peas, $3.50; pearl barley, 4.50. Rice—
The Victoria rice mills quote wholesale: Japan
rice per ton, 377.60; Chiaa rice, do, $70; rice,
fiour, do, $70; chit rice, do, §25; rice meal, do,
$17.50; chopped feed, $33 to 35 per ton ; bran,
$24; shorts, §'25; oats, 330 to 32; wheat $35 to
40; oil cake, $40. Wheat is quoted in car lots
No 2 regular for feed $27 per ton; oats $25 ;
chop barley, $23 to $26.

Dairy—Checse is 14c and scarce, California
butter is quoted at 264¢ and not in favor.
Good eastern creamery, of which several ship-
ments have beon made is firm and in good de-
mand at 28c.  Dairy is anything from 10 to 200
and none of it good.

Ecos—Eggs have not advanced but are firm.
and aalable.  Oregon eggs are weaker at. 17
to 18e, several carloads eastern eggs have been
ordered. Eastern fresh are quated at 18ec.
Strictly fresh home eggs are from 20 to 250,
The local supply is much moze plentiful than
it ever has been beofore,

MgaTs—Arve in much better shape than a few
weeks although dealers are not at all
certain about prices being maintained
¢ven yet. Hams, are 13c; bacon, 13¢ ; rolls;
llc; backs, 13c; dey salt clear, 104c; in case
lots, 103¢; lard kegs, 13¢; do pails, 13ic; do.,
kottle rendered, 124¢; do steamn rendered, 114c;
do compound, 11; Bologna sauniage, llc.

Dressed meats, live stock, etc—The priceipal
source of supply is cust of the mountains but
some good cattle are being furnished by the
Douglas Lake cattle syndicate, Lambs are now
in the market, thoughacarse, A portion of the
supply is local. Hogs are scarce. Quotations
for live stock are : Steers, 5ic; lambs, 35 a
piece ; sheep, 7¢ to 7c ; hoga 8c.  Drossed beef,.
Sc; mutton, 134 to l4c ; pork, I13o.

Hides and Skins.~Prices ia San Francizco
aro as follows, tho quotation in Victoria being
ono caot less .—Dry Hides, sound, 100 per 1b;
culls, 7¢ ; brands, 7c ; Kip, 9¢ ; cullsand brands,
Go. Heavy salted steer, sound, 7 to 7ic;
brands ud culls, 6 to 64c; do medinm, Gc;
brands and culls, 5c; do light, 4 to 4jc; do
brands and culls, 35 to 3fc. Salted cows, 4 to
43c; do brauds aund culls, 3} to 3jc. Salted
kip, 3§ to 4¢; do. branis and culls, 3. Salted
veal,ie; do, brands and culls, 4c. Salted calf,
6c; do, brands and culls, 5c.  Long wool pelts,.
90c to $1.40 cach; medium, do, 70 to 90¢; short,
do, 40 to 70c; shearling, 10c to 23c. Dearakins,
summer, 374c per pound; do, medium, 30 to
32c; do, winter and long haired skins, 20 to
25¢, Elk hides, 10 to 13¢c. Goatskins, prime
and perfect, 30 to 50c each; damaged, 10 to 25¢,
Kids, 5 to 10c.

Sgavskins—Sealsking have- taken.a vory
coptible and not altogether. unexpected: risey;



