
te hoe pushed in this largo region would bc
a lino soutlîwest frein Port Arthur. Tho
Port Arthiur people hiave for nome tirno
been agitating for such a road, and now
tîtat the dispute between the Dominion
and tho province of Ontario regrarditig
ininqral and tiniber tities lias been decided
in favor of tho province, id~ is oxpected
tlîo Ontario Oovornment wili assist the
sc'aome. more libcrally. The propoped
road wouid openI Up a rich mineval and
tînîber regien. It miglît bo extended west-
wvarc1 te tîto Rainy River district, witIî
conneuitions soutlîward te Duluthî.

WVest of Manitoba, in tîto Territories,
railway censtruction is also likely to bo
active during 1889. The Manitoba
Northwcstcrn Raiiway, the western ter-
minus of whiclî road fs now iii the Terri.
tdries, wvili ne doubt be extended nomne
distanco next summer. The charter noýe
only calis for the construction of twenty
miles of new rond acii season, but the
Company bas alwvays exceeded this dis-
tance. Just what the Company tuiy'do
we are not able te conjecture, but it ln
saife tc count upon 25 miles of ncw rond
for 1889, and possibly a much greater
miicage may be added to thp line. It has
been stated that 50 miles of titis road
wili be bujît :oixt surni-ner.

The Northwest Coal & Navig'ation
Company wviil likely <le considerable rail-
wvay construction this year. This Coin-
pany nowv operates,110 miles of road, ex-
tending froni the nihin lino of te C.P.R,
at Dunmore, westwnrd te Lethbridgp,
where the Company operates whnt are
ge.nerally known as the Gait coal mires.
The Oompany has fer izome years hem-i
desirous of extending its rond te Fort
BAnton, Montana, wlîere it would bave a
large miarket for its con!, but it has been
prevented from building the rond on ne-
count of the nionopoly privileges seeurcd
te the O.P.R. These monopoly privileges
having xaow been renioved, it is under-
stood the comipany wvilI cxtend ilixlino
frein Lethbridgle te Fort Benten next
suniner. It fa said the materiai fer tho
construction of the road has heen pur-
chased in Engiand, and surveys are being
made. The rond now opernted by the
Company is a narrow gauge road, but it
fa understood it fa the intention to widen
it te tlîe standard gauge. Tho extension
of the rond inte Montana would tend te
increase. the'developînent ef our western
ceai flldo, nd e4pecially build up the
town.o! Lethbridlge. The0 Company ba.s
been.o''rating.successfuoBy of late. Ina-

terest paynients upon bonds have heen
moit and reccntly a dividcud of 5 per'
cent iras paid upon theo ordinary stock.

Another rond about %vliicli a good deal
lias been heard of late, is the Regitna and
Long Lake. Some twenty miles of tItis
rond wore conipleted senie years age, but
since thon nothin3 lias beeu donc. Titis
rioad lias now falleni into the bauds of the
0. P. Ry. Co., and with tho nid of a
liUerai bonus frein the Dominion, such as
ai! 0. P. R. schonies receive, it is pretty
geuerally believed tho rond will ho puslied
forwvard next stnîmer. C. P. R. officiais
and entinears have recently inspected the
route of the pi oposcd road. The rend in
intended te reach the Saskatoon settie-
ment and Prince Albert district. Prince
Albert is aimoat àuc north of Regina,
abaut 200 infles. The rond would open
up a newv country, new largeiy unin-
habitc-d, wvith the ïxception e! a foîr
scattered settiements, such as Saskatoon
and Batoche. At Prince Albert there is
n large settleuxent, which Unas been ln ex-
istence for soi-oral years, this beiug oe
of the cnrlicst, and in now one of the
mest important settiernents fa the Terri.
tories. The chie! beodit te ho sccured
froin the construction o! this rend iz te
openl Up the isolated Prince Albert seutle-
nient te railway communication witlî the
outsida worid.

There are a nunîber of otiier raiiway
sehemes for the construction of rends lu
Manitoba and the Territories, but ouly
these whichi are liktiy te go on at once
have been iiientioned. It has aIse beeri
runiored that the St. Paul, Minneatpolis
and Manitoba roand,-.vlieh now connects
at the bounda.-y ivit tUe C. P. Ry., wiil
seek independent entrance iinto Man itoba.
Whitle tItis in net at aIl improbable, es-
pecially should a rupture o! the friendly
relations betweea the 0. P. R. and the
St, P., MN. and M. occur, yet it in prebnbly
a good deal conjecture* at tue present
Lime.

Ia Brir-sh Columbia, the Westminster
Soutliern rai lway seemq pretty certain te
ho built this year. This read is intended
te conneet Westminster with Lte Puget
Sound ciLles and îvith the Pacifie ceast
saysteni o! railways. The rod lias been
heaviiy bonuscd by the city o! New
WVestaniuster.

It is aise understood the C. P. R Co.
,ilh buiid a brauch 'euthward frei Mis-
sieon station on iLs main lino eat of Van.
couver, te te boundary of Washington
Territorýv, whrere it will bo met 1by a

nortihern extension of tho iScattle, Lake
Shoro and Eastern rnilwaiv. This wili
give thte 0. 1. It. confetion 'with the
Pacific coast systetti of raiiways, a-id
tltrough ail rail conniectiota to al] Pdcific
coast cities. l'le distance froi Mission
station te thte botindary in about fifteen
mifles, ani Lte Seattle rond will have te
bui!d about 145 iltilqa th> connect ivitî
tho 0. P. R. at LUi houndary. 1V is said
an agreemnit lias been made betwcen the
two comipanies te inake connection by
Alngust next.

Soverai othor raiiway sleheies have
been originated in B3ritish Columbia, sucli
for instance as te one to connect Victoria
with the mainland, via Saanich peninisuin,
and tiience hy ferry, but they have not
been sufliciently developed to be con-
sidered as likoly te be undertaken at n
early date, thougli of course a fow inonths
hience they may take practicai shape.
Thêro is aise thîe lCoeonay canal and
raiiway en *têrprizes. Considerabie vox'k
has heen donc on the canal, and it will be
comiploed in the spring, thtus rendering
availabde a considerable streteli o! inkutd
navigation. Tho ruinor that the 0. P. R.
intend building a new lino tlîrou.gh the
miountaitis, via the Crow's Nest pnss, cam-
hnrdiy be considered probable at presents

There is aise the Shuswap and Okana-
,"an rnilway sclienie, which lias beens be.
fore the Britiàh Columbia public for sorne
tinie. The local legislature gave the
company ivhich propesed te build titis
rond sonie 'aluable&privile.'es, but se far
the compnny lias net donc much. IV is
hopcd, however, tiiat the rond inay cro on.
The rond wvould open up connection with
the ]{eotenny country, 'vhich la said te
ho the largest and mnt valuable agricul.
tucal district of the province. .It %would
aise openi up rich tînbcr and milneral re-
giens. 1'here are soe fine navigable

~vtrstretehes in the i nterior of British,
Columbhia, which, îvith a littie iinîprove.
nient, and the construction of soe con-
necting links in the shàpe of canais (which
îvork could bc accomplislied without vcry
g-reat cent), îveuld render available a very
extensive system of inland navigation.

Lenving eut of conïid-ration the more
improbable schemes, tliert; are a ninhiier
of railway enterprises renaaining ic
are tolerably certain te ho gene on witli
during 1889, and nltogether the outlook,
for the present year fs more favorable
than it lias been fer any year since 1882.

These railway enterprises, if carried
eut, %wouid exert a very considerable in-
fluence upon general business, ansd in a
direction wvhich wvill bo feit te the ad-
vantage.o! the commercial community.


