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The contrary has happened, With very few
oxceptions all countries have secured a quantit-
ativoly full average crop ; but the quality almost
everywhete shows traces of the unfavorable
coundition of the weather during the formative
poriod, as well as of the troublesome rust.
“Abundantand poor™ is a vaviation of the well.
knowa expression of Reuleauas. “Cheap and
poor,” which may be juustly applied to this
year’s grain hvest, and ia this circaumnstance
the principal reason must be sought for the on.
ormous tumbling of prives for all kinds of graun
albeit the effects of speculation on this pheno.
menon ia not to be undecestimated. When
the American grain trade offers jts wheat to the
European consumers at fabulously low prices
for delivery at any tune, and acepts the oocap
cst conditions of payment, as has been the case
during the last weeks, there must be anotlher
factor at work than tie large production ; there
must have existed, on the other side of the
Atlantic, a speenlation vn future optivus, which
finds itsclf Jdisappointed in its expections, and
is now trying to get rid of its largdp reserve of
wheat at any price, the expected failure of the
crop not having occurred.

It isan ever rectrung experience that the
consumer, in the face of falling prices, dis.
continues his purchases in the same mauner as,
at a favorable opportunity, he often cupplics
his wants for several months in advance. ‘The
low prices this year are still harder for the pro-
ducer, since, aiter all, the crop ss not to be
cousidered very Jarge aud quavritatively is
mach smaller than the one of 1883.— The
United States Mller.

 ———— ——— —

Building 100 Freight Cars in Nine Hours.

This altogethes unparalleled feat was per-
formed in the freight car shops of Pullman’s
Palace Car Company, at Pallman, L., on Aug-
ust 18th.  The cars were flat, and formed part
of an order for the Vicksburg, Sireveport &
Pacific Railway Company, which desired to
have them delivered as soon as possible. Tie
task was accomplished without auny special
exta preparation.  ‘The work was ““laid out”
as usua' on Suturday, thut is, fiv2setsof wheels
and uxles were placed oncach of the seven
tracks used in the work, and materials for cach
of thecars were piaced along the track in the
usual manner. When the whistle souaded at
7 A. M. the men sprang to their work.  Of the
twenty-nine gangs, twenty-cight consisted of
four men cach, but the best gaag was one hand
short, becanse of sickness. The three men pre-
ferred to o the work themsclves rather than
tzke on a fourth haud. The first complete car
was turned at 9:15 A. M., and the first lot of
twelve completed cars was pulled out of the
shop at 10:40 a. M. The hearty interest felt
by all the men in this splendid contest was
shown by the cheer which rang aloug the lines
when the first ficished lot Legan to move out
of the shop. The writer reached the scene at
abont 4 b, N. wnd fovrad the floors being lzid
on the last two or three of the 100 cavs. It iy
withir bounds to say that the whole numbe-
was finished by 5 r. M., aad by G r. M twenty-
four of them were lettered and ready to ship.

The ran2imng seventy-six were lettered and
shipped during the next day.—Radway dgr.

Prosence of Foreign Drummers.

The Davenport (Iowa) Democrat has the fol-
lowing “Two Inglish commorcial travellers
from London and a Feeuch commercial traveller
trom Paris have been in the city the past two
days selling goods, This is not the fivst time
this year that forcign drummers have come to
Davenport to solicit trade.  High as owr tanfl
on foreizn goods is it does <ot exclude tlem
entively.  We import large amounts of silk,
linen, woollen and  worsted goods, cloths and
hosiery, and it is these articless the drummers
come to solicit orders for. Many Lnglish and
Freach manufacturers make a specialty of sup-
plying the American market with certain kinds
of fabrics Heretofore they have sold to New
Y ork, and the merchants of that eity have en-
joyed the monopoly of supplying therestcf the
country, but the appearerce of foreign drum-
mers in western cities means that the foreigu
wmanufacturers are hereafter to avoid the agency
of New York and deal directly with their Am-
crican customers, ‘The latter will have the ad-
vantage of about 10 per cent. reduction in
prices. The New York importers donot 1¢hsh
the new method of doing busmess, but are
powerless to arvest at.”

Novelties in Brass Ware.

A few months ago it was believed that fancy
bross goods would be in very little demand this
season 28 thev have been in the market so long
that it was thought that people had become
somewhat tired of them. Notwithstanding
many new and novel desigus were constavtly
heing bronght out, they were taken hold of by
the jobbing trade with a great deal of distrust
as to their stability, and this too in the face
of the fact that prices have very much declin-
ed withiu the past year or two, aud that this
class of goeds, therefore, had a better chauce
of becoming geuerally popular. But the ex-
tremely large salo which brass goods have kad
this {all has taken the trade by surprise, and it
is now thought that they moy become more
popular then cver.  Their incieased sale is un-
doubtcdly because of the reduction in prices.
People are baying brass ware now who eould
not afferd to do 8o two or three years ago.
With those who have aun almost unlimited
amount ¢f mncans, to be sure, bronze is prefer-
red to brass, but the pricc of the former is
about four times greater than tiat of the latter.
A picce of bronze costing, say, $40 can be
bought in brass for $10 or §12, and except for
those of ultra fashionable iastes, answers just
as well, being exactly the same as to quality of
workmanship, finish, e*c. **In some instun-
ces,” said a dealer to a veporter of The Sta-
twoner, ** the difference is more staking. Here
is a brass pitcher, worth §85, wbich in bronze
wounld bo worth §500. Thu finest brass goods
are invported fron Vienno, Berlin and Daris,
and customers generally prefer the imported to
she domestic goods on account of their quality,
and also beeanse there is not much difference
in the pricc. It 1s impossible for domesuic
manufacturcrs to compete with forcign wakers
in respect to quality and finencsss of fuish,
although they do their utmost to imitate the
imported goods. To an unpractised eye they

succeed very well, but itis an eosy matter fury
dealer or connoiszour to deteet the dilferenee,
A few years ago neavly overything in the s
of faucy brass goods was imported.  Euout,
ally theirv manufactare was taken up in iy,
couniry, and now thereave nore domestiv py,

ufactwers than you canshakeu stick at. Tiy -

has had the resuld of redacing tue i ',
33 per cent. We could not sell the i*tiponte]
goods for the price they are holding at it th
were 1ot of a better qaniity.  Damineliwd
think that in the end vuy home manufa. .y
however, will drive out of the Americon my
ket their foreign competitors, from the fay
hat cach season they improve on the yuaiy
of their productions, and also hecause they 4y
not depend so largery on foreign ideas £
desigrs, but are constantly ninging ont muy
novelties.”

One who has never had occasion to go thraug
the market for the purpose of acquainting tug
aelf regarding the nuwher and variety of faq
hiass goods would be surprised, not to say, 1
terested and edified, were e to teke the trout
to do so. Articles in Lrass have multipliel:
with each season. There aroc paper haskety'
statuary, ash-trays, pocket lanterns, unde
sticks, pictercs, with frames of brass, rrpou
ware in panels, with portraits in Das velid
mantle and wall clocks, card-veceivers, ik
stands, book-racks, lamps, thermameters, o,
ad infinitum,  Brass ware is made to serve; -
variety of uses, aside from its ornamental
acter, and stationers and fancy goods deley:
now carry in addition to a line of strictly sa
tioucry novelties, many articles in the hu
furnishing line, such as fancy Db.ass ulug
Lettles, cgg-buiiers, wine-coolers, liessy,
glasscs, cuspidors, umbrella.stands, cte. “ku
reason,” remarked the dealer alveady refom

to, *“why brass ware remuing so popular, st -

from the reduction in price, is beeause
showy and looks aristocratic.” :

Theic are a great many novelties this seas’
in brass ware. Tilting kettles are impror’
not oaly iu their attinctiveness and neataessd
design, but in respect to their utility. I
French novelty of this kind consists of a px,
celamn cup, tightly covered, mounted ina fnx.
with a spitit-lamp underncath and a glasx,
ceiver with siphonattachment.  The beveny:
when it has undergone the process of prepa;
tion, flows through the siphon into the ghr
recciver, pafectly free from drugs, anis:
delicately flavored as to be fit for the g
These goods are mentioned becanse they
largely handled by dealers in fancy goods.

A card-receiver is mounted on legs and b -3

square top in'awd with porcelain with a pre3
designin color. The same style of card-receir
also comes with a mirvor attachinent. X

A very attractive thing for the parlor 4
is a houletta, which consists of a rod restige”
a baseof a very pretty design holding upala,
canopy with a row of glass prisms arouda.
cdges and four sconces underacath. %

A new style of lamp has a base consistizg
a Turkish figure, the whole being biass wid
biouze finish, A hall lamp is enclosed 1272
ancse screens having frames of teak woN &

Anclaborate cad-receiver consists of ag
tray with a gonodola mounted on a def%
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