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LADIES AND WATERPROOF : GARMENTS MADE To

QEKT'S ORDER
By the heat Talloring Skill.  Military and all the latest prevailing styles put up at Short
Notice. A aplendid lino of samples to select from,  Ful Imtmctrons how to measure, and
samples sent Ireo to any vne vutaide tho iy, &% Cav o, An ft has been reputted by

.nrt‘cl fu tho trado that we arc 1naking zarmonta of Mellwa, Derliy and Heptonest Cluths,
bee to stato that wo aro handling uune hut the MANCHESTER STEAM VULCA
NIZED RUBBER GUUDS, THE BEST IN THE WOKLD,

J. E, PARKER, Agent, 111 Graaville St.

COMMERCIAL.

Thore is nolhing apecial to note in the way of change in business affairs
throughout the Dominion, with tho oxception of the ususl spurt incident to
the holidsy season. Trade has generally soitled down to the usual
winter quiot, and ordors from tho country covoring staplo lines are
confined to immediato wents, tho redeoming foaturo of which is that nesrly
all clesses of cssoutinle aro included, showing conclusively that stocks in
storekeopers’ hands ato run down close, and will require frequent roplenish-
ing. Dry goods mon roport the city trade quite brisk in ecasonable lines
and holidsy novelties. In grocerics a fair soasonable turnover is reported.
Country orders as woll as city demand show a satisfactory activity which
bids fair to continue for the next fow weeks. Clothiers and boot and shoe
mon have been busior, but there is atitl room’for onlargoment. Business in
the hide and leather trades continues quiet, and values aro not chsnged.
Baled hay is in good domand on tho other eide, whero good Cansdian brings
£5 to £5 10a. Covsiderable quantities are being shipped across from points
in the Upper Provinces, most of it going ria lipited States ports.

The position of genersl trade throughout the United States shows little
if any improvement over Iast weok. Businets of all kinde scemsa thero 10
occupy 8 walting position. Roports from the various msnufscturiog and
distnibuting ceotres indicato a hesitating trade everywhore, with a decided
disposition to wait till Congress bas actod on the tanf question. The
resumption of mills and manufactorles is bssed upon the most prudent and
cautious purposes, owing to the difticulty of estimating the effect of the tariff
on prices. The general uncortainty s to the futuro of trado caused business
mon to petition Congress for the postponement of the date upon which tha
Wilson bill s to tako effect if it passcs, In responeo the limo 13 said to be
chsnged from March to June 1. This information has not yet bad time to
mako any effect on business, but some improvement is looked for as tho
result later on.

Weekey Fixaxciar Review or Hexry Crews axp Co., New Yors,
Decomber 23.—* The year in Wall street draws to its closs with tho ususl
disposition to contract operations and close up accounts. To that extent, this
scason always affurds opportunity for ‘ bear® operations ; and this year thoso
opportunities are porbaps uoususlly sttractive. Tho ¢ industrials’ are in an
unusually exposed position. Not only have tbey suffored from the general
depression of trede, but It is problematical a8 to how far they are likely to be
affectod by the now tariff, and tho uncertsinty on that puint keops them con-
etantly e tposed to attack. The oscillations io this group of stucks tond to
keop the general Jist moro or less uasettled , and thie fact, together with tho
Intorruptions incident to the holiday scason, has somewhat impaired the
general tono of tho market. Thero ls, navertheless, a steady undertone of
confidonco in the better class of railtoad stocks, which is supported by the
etill active demand for bonds. It is gonorally conceded that the prospects
of the railrouds fur the next few monihs Jo ot warrant the expectativn of
large earnings, but that prospect has sn cffsot in the large ecomomiziag of
operating, ropsir snd cunstructivn cutlays, in the growing conservatism of
managemont, and in the fact that the net earnings show an improving ratio
8 compared with the groes.

Rumors of certain city banks having suffored in connection with the
Beecher-Schenck troubles, and the closlog of the St Nicholas bank, deve-
loped on Ihursdsy asd lrday a somowbat unssttled feeling. 1t was pro-
vioumy known, however, that tho iostitutions had suffered serions losses ,
and tho effect of tho surprise was corrospondingly cased. Coming, however,
with the contracting incidenta sitending tho closo of tho year, theso occur-
ronces have had s deprossing effect for the moment; bat tho ovent 1s
scarcoly calculated to have any scrious results. It 1s perhaps not sorprising
that some such developments should tollow tho late sorious criss.  Ponding
tho rosort of the Cloaring louso 1o theuse of Certilicates, It was found that
this bank was in a feeblo condition, but it was out of tho question to leavo
it to 1s fate under tho provailing oxcitomeat. The stronger banks now feol
that there 13 no longer tho same neccssity for them to carry an impaired
institution, and henco this concern wes left to eoli-support,’which resulted 1n
its coming to grief. In the bigher banking circles, this disaster has been
for somo time regardod as impending, and the removal of the cansequent
distrust will now have tho effect of strongthening tho general banking situa.
tion.

Thero is a bailt in tho ronewed export of gold. For tho momen!, Ger-
many, whithor all the shipments havo gons, appesrs to have satistied her
wants; and thero are no symptoms of any tmportent further immediato con-
signments. At tho same time, 1t 23 sn almost invarable rule for gold to go
out at this roason in scitlomont of annual balancings, and it wouid not be
surprising should some further moderate amounts be sent.  Tho condition’of
the trado movement 1s not suggestive of a continnous ountflow. Itis true,
$hat our oxports of produce aro light, but we have cousiderable surplus
stocks of grain; aud, what is moro importent, the importations of merchan.
diso sro undergoing & very sovere contraction and ato likely to remain far
below tho avorago volume until tho new tarifi takes cffect. It might be
rather furtunato than otherwise 0 part with 15 or 20 millivns of our guld.
Tho cffect at bame would be to teduco tho] unicalthy surplus of woney ;

and abroad to produco an easo in the money markets calculated to develop a
demand aliko for our securities nnd cur products,

Tho tanif question continuces to keep bueinets in an unsottled condition,
and may be expected tu do 80 uniil tho new dutios are finslly fixed. Con-
sequently, tho best that oan be snticipated for tho noxt fow worka is a
band-to-mouth bueiness. Discouraging as thia prospect may seem, it is not
without some slloviations. A market of oxhausted stccks hes slwaya certain
advaotsgoes ovor a glutted ono. Makers and holdors of merchandiso, in such
conditions, have it in their power to suppoit prices and to make profits,
though it bo upon largely reduced ssles, Nor is it to be overlooked that
tho tarifl prospects and the depression of business are combining to oxclude
competition from foreign goods, and hence the large falling off in tho current
impoits. Thoro can be no doubt that, in most branches of trade, the pro-
duction still continuos much behind the consumption. This foreshadows sn
ultimato exhsustion of jobbers’ and r.teilers’ stocks to a poiot that will
leavo a large vacuum to be filled, in the filling of which manufacturers
should be in s position to obtain fair nrices. It is therofore to be expected
that as soon as tho new dutios are sotiled there will be a considerablo revival
of industrial activity. The re-atarting of production will give mors gencral
employmeont to labor, and the working million will graduslly resume its
wonted position as an elomont of demsnd, and the country will atep by step
rega:n its wonted prosperity. Duarning the in‘orvenirg period of inactivity,
businoss can only remain eoverely contracted; but the country will foel
that it can afford to wait, provided thero is a hopeful prospect beyond.”

Dny Goops.—Sorting trade keeps up fairly brisk on account of the fact
that continued cold ieather stimulates epquiry for hoavy goods. . The
demand for holiday goods bas kept up remarkably and the total volume of
trade 1s satisfactory. The solling to city rotailers bas been rauch slower
than usual, showing a somewhat unsatisfactory siste of trade and heavy
stocks. At the prosent time of writing, about sll the travellers aro at home
fur the holidays, but they will start out again soon after the tura of the yoear.
In fact some of the houses aro already engaged in gotting up thoir completo
lines of samples for tho spring placing trlp. In this connection it may bs
noted that orders for soveral spring lines of which travellers carried samples
have been coming in pretty frecly. Lines of brown sheetings, bloached cot-
toos, colored coltans, cottonades, ticke, etc., and pnint cloths, hive been in
requost. llemittances have been feir under all circumstances since our last
toport, and the trads seoms to bo f-itly well satisfied in this respect. Col-
loctions have also shown a large improvoment since the fizst of the momb,
which praves that retailers are selling their goods, and that stocks in their
hands have been lowered.

Breapsturrs.—Tho movement in floar hore is confined to local jabbing
requiroments, which aro fairly active for tho season, strong bakers® and
rollers receaving mest astontion. Taers is a quiet homo demsud for oatmeal
at steady prices. Stocks are moderato. Bran and shoris meot with brisk
onquiry st fair prices. Iu Diston th-re is not much trade to to noted io
flour, the position of whoat continuing lew. Cornmesl is qaiet, and the
same 18 troe of vitmoal snd of osts. Hay continues quiet, with gocd to
choico quoted at $16 to 13, Siraw 1s dall, with choico cat straw at 313 ts
S§14. DBran 1s steady at §17 to $17.25 for sack spring to arnive , sack winter
318 to §18.25.

Provisions —Hog products are stoidy ucder a2 falrly good jobbicg
demand, and prices ere uncoanged. Dressed hogs aro coming 1o freely, and
briog £6.25 to £6.5v for heavy, and £6.50 to §6.75 for light weighte. At
Chicago the hog market bas been farrly active, and prices g-nerally Se
nigher. In Baston pork provisions are very quiet, with oniy a fair smuunt
of trade.  l.acal packers aro oply fairly busy.  Jaotations are not changed.
Inero has been a botter movement ia beof, bat, the ufferings being abondant,
no better prices wero obtaized. Qaolations are easy. Tho supply of lambs
and muttons 1s all that can te handled, and prices have zo! been any belter,
though trade hss been good in volume.

Botier.—Thero 1s a good local jobbiog trade in butter at steady pricas.
S:ocks are moderate. For choles packages a fraction over our qootatioas is
asked. Roll butter sells freely at steady prices.  Thoa fact that supplics o2
spot are comparatively small has been the subjo:t of some comment, and
holders clum tnat all available stock will ba wanted for the ame demand.
Thoy are, therefore, very independont in their disposition. In Balon but-
ter 1s firmer with a fairiy good demand. Fancy creawmery, in amall packages,
29¢. to 29ic. Weatern creamery, extra, 273c. 1o 251c. These aro prcas
for round tots. Jobbing and faccy lois cost more. At Liverpool buiter is
quoted at 53s.

Cuexst.—Holders of cheeso are nut forcing sales in the expeciation of
vbtaining higher tigures later o1, It 15 & wailing matket with thewm, as the
Britishers are nut showing a.och argency jast now, the recent spart having
apparently satiefied their wanis for the lime betog. The Englunh miukels
ato steady, the latest Laverpsol cables Lricg 333, 3. 1o Boston cheose s
steady at from 131c. o Sc., according 1o quality azd 32y of l0is

Evus.—~Thero isa g od lucal demard for egge. Fresh eluck is scaroe
and brogs 24¢. to 262, 10 case 1ot 432dinasy packed sell for 16 10 20c.
In Boston eggsare dull with yaotstions at—Estera fazey f; I,
Lastern fresh, 27 to 8=, pre.ioesl 20¢ o S3e.

Grees Froir.—Toe trade 1o green {froil coalinmes saasidably beisk.
Tho featuro of the marke?! is tte scarci'y and conregsent Srmaws of lemons.
Advices froma New York state that Jomons ate sciccer thaa they Lave bewmn
for twenty-five years. Demand for tbem on thumarkel is acive.  Unopn
are goiog out freely at unchanged pricss, and 2 big demand is 3aposied Kx

WX WITH RIGH TPLUES Foll ELYCTRLS FELTL

R0, S205, 8000, famer ponen 85, X7, 840 10525007 reenniae the ame 2~ L Terrel
Atyien, 1y latlery and acid bests  maa] oF Xremg vweTeat  Laeme thaa laud Lie jevu of
2Dy olhier »3inJany aor] m-gc lrothe Jestimvonials than 31 1he et tegetine.  Fali Wek fove.
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