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 Sweetheart I repeated Donovan with a hoarse chuckle. * No._miss,
I never had no sweetheart, I never was fond o' no young woman like as
your young man is fond o’ you. He'd do anything for you, I expect. I'm
sure,” went on Mr. Donovan with odious gsllantry, ¢ that if T was a gontle-
man, an’ you was my young lady, 1'd do anjthing for you."”

My cheeks burned hotly at bis tooe, but I dared not show aay resent-
ment,’and!Donovan, evidently under the impre: sion that he was makiog himn
self highly sgreeable, went on speaking.

“ Yes, I'd do anything for you if them was the circumstances, an’ no
doubt your young man fecls the same. If you was to lose that ring, he'd
be glad enough to buy you another, I'll be bound.” .

“ But no other ring could ever be the same as this," I answered smiling.
« This ring was put on when I first promised to be his wife, and it hasnever
peen off since.”

“ 1a spite of the gravity of the situation a faint sensc of the humorous
struck me as I said the words. T had never Leen a girl who discussed
her love-affairs, always holding that such matters should be kepm
sacred between the two chiefly concerned, and it seemed so strange speak-
ing on such a topic to an ignorant laborer, my father's servant.

But all thoughts save of the prosent were quickly dispelled as the man
rose to his feet and came towards me.

# It has got to come off now, miss, if it has never comz oft’ afore,” he
said. “I’ve had my eye on thst ring ever since I first sec you, and now
the time has come for you to pass it over 10 me.”

He put his hand towards me, and I grasped it frantically. Apart from
the actual value of the ring I had another reason for my reluctance to part
with it. Let me confess that I am not a little superstitious, and that Tum
had said to me :  * Whilst this ring remains on your finger nothing can
come between us. Never take it off. my darling, until it has to give place
to your wedding circlet.” I had always felt—foolshly enough, as the sen-
sible reader will no doubt remark—that if ever the diamonds left my fin-
ger some misfortune would come either to my lover or to myself, somethiog
that would prevent that ** weddiog circlet * from ever being worn.

“ Oh, do not take it from me, Donovan !’ I cried wildly. “I would
part with anything rather than that 1 .

«t Now, miss,” said Donovan, his deliberate manner contrasticg sirongly
with my excitement, * you're a good-.ookiug young woman, an’ a pleasant-
spoken young woman, an' I should be very sorry to hurt you 1n any way.
But I'm a-goin’ to have that ring, an' if you don‘t give 1t me quict-hke I
shail have to make you, that's all.” .

“Wait till my father comes home,” I said desperately ; “*he will give you
some money instead.” .

“ No doubt,” suswered Donovan with a sarcastic laugh. “ He'd give
roe something han'some, av® be pleased to do it. What a pity you didu't
mention it afore he went, miss. Come I" with a suddea threatcning change
of tone, * band 1t over here while it's well with you I L

Did my ears deceive me, or did I really hear faint murmurs of voices in
the yard 7 I sat for a moment absolutely atill, every nerve strained to lis-
ten. Oh, if Basil were really there, and, unconscious of my danger, shou!d
turn back again without coming nesrer to the house !

With one intease prayer for Almighty aid I suddeanly flung aside Dono-
van's hand, and had got across the room and had flung open the door cre
he had recovered from the astonishment that my energetic action had
inspired.

pII(: was after me in a moment. but not before 1 had screawed ¢ Basil !
Basil I and the sturdy blacksmith, recognizing the desperation in my voice,
was by my side in an instant. Then I heard a muttered oath as Donovan
tushed past me, and was last in the darkuness.

Basil was about to dart after him, but I clung to him tremblingly.

* Oh, do not leave me—do not leave me 1" X gasped. ¢ Let him go, he
cannot hurt me now. Come in,” and realizing that the peril was past I
burst into a fit of bysterical weeping.

When I grew calm cnough to talk 1 told Basil and Sally 1he whole
story. Basil was wilu *2 go and scck the author of my terror, inorder
that he might be duly punished, butin my state of shaken nerves I could
not bear the idea2 of being left, even with the compsanionship of Sally and
the security of bolted doors.

So Basil stayed all night, occupying oncof the Leds left vacaat by the
abscoce of the men-servants.  Sally slept on the sofain my room, for 1
felt tco unstrung to remain cntirely by myself.

The next morning Donovan was nowhere to be found, and wc have
never scen or heard of him slace. My father on his return was horror-
stricken to hear of the danger to which I had been exposed, and said that
he would pever again leave me so unprotected.

As for Tom, when I wrote and told him alout the affair, he speedily came
over and said thatit was clear to him that a plain gold ring would be bxtter
g‘x:m ;-iiamdonds for ordinary wear. So I supposc the exchange will shonly
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