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ISwcetheart !" repeated Donovan 'with a hoarse chuckle. IlNo. miss,
I neyer had no sweetbeart. 1 neyer was fond o' lio young woanan likc as
your young mian is fond o' you. He'd do anything for you. I expcct. l'ni
sure," went on Mr. Donovan with odious gallantry,"I that if I was a gantle-
mian, en' yen was niy young lady, 1'd do anythiug for you."

My checks burned hotly fit bis tone, but I darcd not show any resient-
rnent,'and:Donovan, evidently under the impre.- 'ion that lie was making hini
self hiRhIy agrceable, went on speaking.

IlYes, I'd do %inything for yoiu if tlîcni was the circarnitances. an' 11
doubt your young mian fes the saine. If you was ta lose that ring, field
bc glad cnough to buy you another. l'il bc bound."

IflBut no other ring could ever bc the saine as this," I ansveregl smiling.
"This ring was put on when I tirst prornised to be his wife, and it lias neyer

oben off since."
l spite of the gravity of thc situation a faint sense of the hiurnorous

struck me as I saad the words. 1 hadl neyer been a girl who discusscd
lier love.afiis, always holding thai such m-aitts should be kept.
sacred between the two cbiefly concerned, and it seerned so strange speak-
ing on such a topic to an ignorant laborer, rny tather's servant.

But ail thouglits save of thc prescrit were quickly dispelled as the man
rose ta bis tee: and carne towards nme.

~I ht as got ta corne off Dow, miss, if it bas never corna off afore," lie
said. I'Ive had rny eye on thst ring ever since I first sec you, and now
the time has corne for you to pass it over to me."

He put bis hand towards me, and I grasped it frantically. A part froni
the actual value of the ring I bad anoîher reason for niy reluctancc to part
witb it. Let me confeas that I arm not a little superstatious, and tlîat Tuni
bad said ta me : IlWhilst this ring rernaans on your finger iaothing can
corne between us. NLever take it off. rny darling, until ir lias ta give place
to your wedcling circlet." I bâti always fel:-fooiahly enough, as tht, sen-
sible reader wilI no doubt rernark-that if ever the diarnonds ltit rny fin-
ger sorne misfortune would coule cithor to my lover or ta inyseîf, sorrnetbiig
that wouId prevent that '« wedding circlet " f rorn evcr bzing worn.

"lOh, do not tale it tram me, Lonovan !" I cried wildly. IlI would
part with anything raLlier than that !'

IlNor', mniss," said Donovan, his deliberate ananner contrasticg strongly
with my exciternent, Ilyou're a good-zookaug yourag wornan, an' a pleasant-
apoken young wornan, an' I should bc very sorry to hurt you in any way.
But I'm a-goin' ta have tbat ring, an' if you dan't give at nie quic:.lake I
shall have ta make you, .that's ail."

"Wlait tili rny father cornes home," I said dcsperatciy; "hie iil give you
sanie rnoney instead."

"lNo doubt," answercd flonovan with a sarcastic laugli.. Il1-e'd give
nie sornething b.n'sorne, au' be pleased ta do it. What a pity )-ou didu't
mention it afore lie went, miss. Corne 1'l with a suddca throstcning change

Dof one, "h and it over bere whule it's well witb you !11
Did rny cars deceive nie, or did 1 rcally hear faint murmurs ofivoices iii

the yard? 1I sat for a mîoment absolutely atili, ecery nerve straincd to lis-
ten. OhI if ]3asil were really there, and, lanconscious of my danger, should
turn back again witbout corning nearer ta the bouse!

With one intense prayer for Almighty aid 1 suddenly flung aside Do3no.
van's band, and had go: across the roani and had flung open thc dour ec
lie b.d recovered tram the astonishmnent that nîy energetic action had
inspircd.

lie was aftor nie in a momecnt. but mot befare 1 had scrcamned '-Basil
flasil !" and the sturdy blacksrnuîh, recograizang the desperation in any voice,
was by my sida in an instant. Then I heard a muttered oath as l)onovaa
rushed pist me, and xças lost in the dailness.

flasil was about ta dart aiter bum, but 1 clung ta hin trcrnblingiy.
IlOh, do flot leave nie-do flot leavo me i'l I gtzped. IlLet bum go, lie

canna: huit me now. Carne in," and rcalizing thiat the :)cril was past 1
burst ino a fit af hysterical weeping.

When I grcw calan enaugh ta talk 1 told I3asil and Sally the wholc
3lorY. flasil was walca : go and scck the author ai niy tcrrar, in> order
that hie magli: bc duly punished, but in rny state of shaken nerves I could
not bear the idea af being Jeut, e.en with the cornpanionshilp ai Sally and
the security ai bolted daoa-4.

So flasil slayed all n-ght, occupying: ane of the bcds leit vacant by the
absence af the men-servants. Sally slept on the sofa in aniy rooni, for 1
feit tca unstrung ta rcrnain cntirely by xnyself.

The next maaning Danovan was nowherc Ia bc found, and rc ]laavo
never seen or heard of hau 81nce. MyI tather on lais return was liotrr-

~,stricken ta becar ai tbe danger ta iybich I bad been exposed, and said that
lihe would neyer &gain ]cave me sa unprotected.
SAs for Tom, wben I wrote and tld bun al-out the. affair, hie spiccdily came
ovcr and said thatit was clear ta him tîaat a plain gold ring wuid bc lftticr
than diarnonds for ordinary wcar. Sa 1 suppose the ezchan-c wiII lihortîy
bc ciTccted.
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