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IT is not at ail strange that there should in

be a. great diflerenco of opinion in reference tJl
te the noW System, Or systeins, of drill among
those who haVe giyen their attention tois jj 8 Sr

subject, indeed military manoeuvering, lik,
every other professional subject, lias been sý
overloaded with technicalities that the sîm
piest things are rendered difficuit from thi
manner in which they are put. Simplificatie:
of drill is now a necessity, and a completý
revolution in the exorcises of Infantry mus
ho accompiished before very long. In Eng
land for some time pas t a number of gentle
men have given a considerable share of ai
tention to this subject, and, as miglit bc an
ticipated, some very novel and peculiar ideai
have been set afloat through the medium oi
the press, which have not as yet cenvinced
the Reguiar Military Authorities of the desir.
ability of the change. This however is noi
to ho wondered at, ns that august and mis
terious power was ur yet moved te reforn
except througli pressure froin without.
Amongst the earliest of drill refdruiiers we
find the naines of Colonel Warden, Colonel
Grahin of the London Irish, Colonel J. H. A.
Macdonald of Edinhurgh and more recently
Lord Biche, whose name lias for so long been
identjfied with the Volunteor movement in
England. As each of the above gentlemen
have given their ideas to the world in a
published fori showing that oaci of them
were well grounded in the subject, aud as
what they have promulgated covor the whole
debateable grouud, the best way to regard
it would be froin the broad stand-point of
simplicity. libre ail are agreed, aud it is
only in carrying eut the details that there is
any serieus ceuflict ef opinion. Iu this res-
pect we are so far inclined to agree with
Colonel Brunel that the system, advocated
by Colonel Macdonald is perhaps ou the
ivhole the best, aithougli thero are many
parts of his scheme which. we do not approve,
for instance tu e method of forming 11fours"
which we cannot regard as an impirovement,
and we are giad te see it lias net been adopt-
ed by Lieut. Colonel Brunel. As the wholo
procisien and success ef miiitary mevements
iepeud upon the propor execution of miner
letails, the formation of fours is net se triv-
iai an affair, and, iithout endorsiug ail our
contributor 1,G. W." lias advanced, we be.
îoeve lis method of forming fours superier
to that of Colonel Macdonald. We think it
vould be an' act of commendabie wisdomn on
tho part of the Heorse Guards te appoint a
committee te enquire into the monits of the
varieus systems advocated with a view of
giving velunteer cemnmanders an eppertuni.
ty of testing the monits thereof by a recog-
nised standard; by whîch, we believe, iu a
shert turne, experirnent wouid bring simpli-
fcation te the perfection aimed at. As it is at
preseut a host of tinkers have sprung up,
adi of whom, having a pet thoory of lis
wn, endeavers te force it iute practice. A
-hango is nequired aud that change must ho
-adical. Neanly eight mopths ago a writor
nthe Volunicer, Week of the M3orning Star
Iius remnarked upon the proposed changea.
"In consoquenco of the adoption of the

3nider rifle as the flre-arm of the anmy, there

Novmm>:'
eis reason to believe that a further atr$to

;o is inevitable in the drill .of infantry b*tt$
'1- ions, the noize and revenberation Of tii?
eincreased fire, even in aneighborig rg

n hear the voice of a battalion comman1der.
e This is the opinion, we believe, of io exPofl'
5t onced a soldier as Genorai MoMurdoi WhO0se

views are understood te incline towirds re
ducing commnands in infantry regiz. ot $a minimum, as lias been done in regl flOl

L-of cavalry, and this even te the extent 0
beckoning or signaling with the swOrd, Or

Spnssing the word along the line from coIn"
pany to company. In that case ail e-xecu

>f tive commands would be given by comnPy~)
d commandons, who ought for this purpOS 0 t1
.be always, or generally, in the centre Of
ttheir companies, where alone a captain Gskeep his battalion commander in view, n

e ffectively direct and control bis mon. -'
a Volunteor reviows tho unwisdom of the pro,

senti regulation, which requiros captains tO
be axiywhero but in the position indicated
is especially conspicuous; and if reforlllI 11
infantry drili be attempted at al, we r

*ourseives of the opinion that not only shoul'
this be changed, but that roform should 90
se, fan as te, sweep away the supernumerarY
rank, which in the experienco of Volunteoro
lias been found to be an incumbrance, an«~

*sworing ne useful purpose, and absorbiiig "
tlarge proportion of the effective strength 0Of

a corps. The suba]terns and sergeanla
*should, we think, be formed up on eithef
flank of thoir company, se thati the c&pWO"
alone would be posted in the rear. The
teclinical objection te, an alteration of tii'o
kind could, we believe, be easily met - while
the advantage of gottingrid of a host of jdler9
wonld certainly bo great."

With this wo entirely agree, for if wo adOPt
the rovensable front the supernumoerany rafl*
becomes a useless nuisance and should be
abolished. Captaiîîs, or commander of con"1

panios, alono (boside the necessary staff)
should bo without the ranks. In a worl'
published by Major General Morris of the
United States Army in the year 1865, on tho
subject of Infantry tactics we find the methOd
of wheeling, adopted by the French, adVO'
cated and which is the same copiod by COl.
Brunel from Colonel Macdonald. No 01110
can doubti this being an imprevemont, es'
pecially if the pninciple laid down by Colonel
Macdonald bc recognised; that is-a Battl'I
ion should neyer consiat of more than six
companies. It niay be weflperhaps to de5*
cribe the mode of porforniing the wheî
bore referrod te, which is as fellows :-TakO
for cenvenienco the first movement vil-
wheoling into, lino from. open column riglit
in front, as wo understand drill at prosent.
The pivot mon face as usual, tho remainiflg
files of oach comps.ny face te the loft and
moyo by the shortest linos into their place'
in lino.

After carefully examining into the nature
of the propesed changes we are stnuck by
the fact that many of thein are copies of tbo
movements practised by the Frenchi LiglIt
Infantry corps even s0 far backas the Cnihl
can War; and it strikes us as peculia'lY
signillcant that the ideas now advecated
were net adopted long &go by the English'
Army as they have by the Amenican. UJP
ten's tactiets which is now the Amonic9.P


