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MILITIA ns-oneﬁlgu'xos.

70 the Yonsrable
TheMlinister of Xilitia end Defence, Le., Lo
S, —At the 1isk of apposring intrnsive, 1
vonture to submit for your consideration a
few romarks on the re-organization of the
militi ; believing that you will consider that
tho opimmions of men ho have for yonrs boen
intimately connected with the existing or-
sanization, should have weightin your coun
cils, and in their knowledge of the deldols
of tho system, bo able to administer intelli-
genth towards it amelioration,
Without further perface, or atlempting to
place beforo you facts which have doubtless
cleimed your attention, as to the entire in-
adequacy.and consequent fuilurs of the pre-
sent system ; I shall, with your permission,
divide the subjoct into two heads ;—
First. The deficiencies of the existing Mili
tin organization, with suggestions as to the
amendment of the Militin Law;
Seocond. The organization desirable under
an amended Militia Lasw,
In order that the question of a Militia Ser-
vice may be fuirly considered, it is neceseary
that the constitutional basis forits establishe
ment should be clearly detined. ‘This I take
to bo:—* That every citizen, between certain
ages, is liable to contribute towards the na-
tional defence, either by bearing arins him
self, or, under certain conditions, by furnish
fng a substitute ¥
The conditions required for & sound con-
stitutionel forco are:—
First. Equal conditions of sorvice, recog
nising the nxiom that allare alike liable to
share in the defence of their conr try,
Second. The recognition of the principle
thst every man not actuatly contributing his
personal service during any one year should
Pay 8 tax in money which should benr pro
portion to his property.
‘The present volunteer organizition does
not fulfil these conditions, for four vital rea
s0DS 3—
1at. Because tno btrden is distributed un.
cqually: resting cn the few who have
sufficient loyalty to offer thiemselves for
this service, and who at the same time
oontribute an equal share towards the
nntional revenue ns do those who avoid
or refuso carrying arms,

2nd. Becauso an adequnte force for the pro
tection of the country cannot bie riised
us volunteers. ‘The voluunteer spirit is
confined to few in comparison with the
urms bearing population of the country.
Theea fow have, in many cases. so1ved
three or four times. as long as they are
required by law todo; and cunsequently
have deprived tho country, in case of
need, of the services of two or three
men who should have been trained in
their stead.

3rd. Bocause, where tbe purely voluntary
prirciple exists, the bLuiden of rusing
and keeping together a corps,falls upon
its officers; who, in order to maintain
their corps numerically, aro obliged to
use corciliat ry and popular measures;
to the detriment of discipline, and de
rogation of their position as officers,
This entails another evil, in the selec.
tion of officers, which must a' present
be guided by the influence rather thin
the efficiency of the man,

4th, Because the pay allowed to the men of
tho existing foree i3 inadequate for a
voluntary service, Were it the undor-
stond duty of the citizen, the question
of pay would 29 Jonger presont a diffis
oulty.

" In ordor 'to fulfil the first condition, we
must haven Service Militia and not a Volun
teer Militla, whioh oxposes those who volun
tarily servo to a burdon of ,xponse uot
sharod by other membors of the comtunity
~the draft or ballot where voluatary entist.
ment fails.,

In support of tho Jatter partof my pro
positior, I beg to adduco the followlug au.
thorities :—

In the “ Report of Commissionnts on Lhe
best means of reorganizing the Milita of
Canads," dated 1862, I find in section 48,
“That the Active Force bo r ised oithor by
¢ voluntary enhistment,! by *sclection,! by
¢ ballot,’ or bya combinntion of voluntary
enlistment and the ballot.” [In section 63,
*That men of the Regular Militi shall, at
the expiration of their term of service in
the Active Force, pass into the Reserve
Force, and continue (o be curolled therein
for a further period ol threo yenrs.’,

In the Annual Report of 1865, Licut.-Col
onels Powell and De Sdaberry make uso of
the following language (page 16 No.G):—
¢ Inall parts of tho country the spivitof the
people incliues to the system of voluntoer
ing, in coutradistinction to the draft, for pur
poses of muitary organiztion, drill and dis-
cipline; but difliculues incident to the
carrying out of these volunteer orgnmzitions
in tho rural distriots puint to the conclusion
that 2ke only feasible and reliable means for
conveying military tnstruction to the gre u mass
of the people in the country must bu through
tho organization of the Service Militin.” In

the Raport for 1867, puge 16, Lieut. Colonel
Cassault says of the rural companies . ** [t is

only by tho untiriug exertions of tho officers '
that their companies are kept togetber after

the first two or three yenrs of experience."

In the same Report page 18, Lieut. Colonel |

Maopherson says. **From my experienco,
and the conversations I have had with volun-
teer officers 1n tho district, | am led to be
lieve that tha lrench ¢ anndisng, nithdugh
as loyal and willing to defend their country
as any other British subj-ct, have no inclina.
tion for volanutury service; they appear to
hold to the French aystem, which, when the
Government thinks it svcessary, orders tho
service of part of the mals population, call.
ing on the whole for an equal share of risks
and actual service They soem to think
that when tho country requires them, it will
oot call for volunteers, Lut will order a ce -
tain progortion of men fun servee ; nnd were
8 compulsory mnlitiwy scrvice mtioducel,
[ bolieve they would cheerfully perfoim
their duties ' Liaut. Culunel Atcherloy, on
pagoe 26, same Repurt, ssys - * The difficulty
exporiencod by oflicets commanding com-

anies,.in ¢ recruiting’ to therr full stren th,

as been greatly felt, amd ia partly owing to
the unwillingness of many employers to
allow their men to join Volunteer Compan
ies.”” In tho Report for 1870, page 51, Col.
Rosssays - *Tho great mmnjority of these
officers (eaptuins of compuuies), throngh
whose exertions and instrumentalily the force
has been mamly sustained, seemed to be of
opinion that, without recourso to the ballet,
it would not be possible to keep their com- |
panies up tothe proper strengthunder ordin
ary circumstafces inthe faturs, for although |
tho men of Cunada come forward readily |
when the country has to be defended, and
there is any fighting to be done, still with- ,
out such oxcitement very many withhold
{;orgjoining the ranks of tho Activo Mili |
is

With these authorities—first, the enligh '
toned consideration of the question by our

leading statesmen, and officers of large ex- !

porience in 1862, and latterly Ly tho experi-
enco of the responsiblo heads of the Dopart

ment since 1865, borne out by tho cap-
tains of companies ¢ through whose exertions’
and instrumentalily the force has been mainly
sustained,’” down to tho present time—tho
redult of four Militia Bills has shown the
futility of looking to o purely “ volunteer!
forco a8 an adequate povision fortho defenc:
of the country.

Against the method of recruiling our
Militin by hallot, it has been urged thh¢ siich
an innovation would inaugurate milithdy dow
sgotlsm unsuited to the froo institutions of .
this country, and dangerous to tho liberties
of its people, In a word, that the introduc-
tion of tho ballot.would be to introduce the
Prussian system. That system is oppres-
sivo—first, in tho conscription, which en-
forces three yoars' continuous service on a
certain number drawn at hazard feom tho
population, willing or unwilling; next,
owming to ils adverseeffoot upon the industry
of tko nation, from the undisoriminatiug
drain upon its population in timg of poice;
and lastly, owing to the long period of mili-
tary service required., That such a system,
in its entirety,would be unsuited to the con-
stitution of this country 18 undoubted; but
why the ballot should bo avoided as tending
towards **Prussianization.” I fail to sce.
Weo may fairly raise a Militia by ballot in
timo of peace, and for home service during
n war; because it is just and right that every
able-bodied man should be liablo to'service
for the defence of his country when needed;
but to go farther, and foreé a citizdn-to
adopt n profossion unsuited to, and distasts:
ful to him, for a continuous service, is « de-
cided violation of the right of the subject
under our lcws. Should we rejuirea “Ragu-
lar Army,” therefore, the proper: principlo
for its construction would be the voluntary
bigis; but where the principle sought to bo
observed is that of * equal rights tc all, ex-
clusive priviteges to none,” the burden of
military service must be equalized to all
clrsses of the community, and the s Balloy!?
ns an adjunct to voluntary enlistment, and
in preference to ** conscriplion’ or ¢ selec*
“fon,” is the fuirest way to distribute that
burden,

‘The short period of service contemplated
for the * balloted" -man (three years) would
provo a very slight draw-back in the pur
suit of Ins ordinary avoocations, while the
asdvantuge gained would be very great. ‘The
threo yeurs' period of service would famili
arise him with dril}, and enable him to re°
crvive the olements of discipline ; during
that time h'e attendanca at drill, could bs
counted upon (or his absence punished), his
course of rifle practice prescribed, and regu
lations for the caro of his clothing and arms
observed. With the voluntoers these condi:
uons avg impossible. Any regulsticas or
ordors must bo.inoperative in a Farce, the
members of which, if punished for an infrac
tion of orders, or breach of discipline, cin
resign in- resentment to'morrow ; and no
officer, however zoalous,csn obtain efficiency
ina corps tho members of which are con*
stantly shiftingand changing. The greatest
defect of the present syatem is, however,
that it provides for no organized Reserve,
‘The individual volunteer roliring from tue
Force, even 1fhe completes his term of ser-~
vice, is lost to the military organizatiun of

, the country ; whereas, wero 40,000 men to

retire trionnially into the Reaerve, complete
in organization and interior economy, they
would, even after their legal period of ser~
vice was past, be easily reassembled, should
nocessity call for their services. Espritde

! corps would also nasist to keep them togethe

er, and a votoran Reserve of hundreds ot
tnousands would in s fow years exist, with-
outexpenselo tho Government, and neading



