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that at present our officers aro debarred
from promotion beyond the regimental ranik
of captain.

Tho increase of the total establiishment to
100 is also urgently required.

GARRISON ARTILLERY,

‘Tho following is the strength of this arm
of the service :—

Of tho batteries in Ontario ten performed
their drill at Kingston, one at Toronto two
at their own headquarters, viz.,, the Sarnia
and Goterich Batteries,

Nearly halfof the men who come to King-
slon were recruils,

The following batteries did not turn out
for drill, viz:

The Iroquois Garrison Battery, Ne. 4 Dis.
trict,

Napanee Garr
trict.

The Trenton Garrison Eattery, No. 5 Dis*
trict.

‘I'ho Cobourg Garriscn Battery, No. 3 Dis-
trict.

ison Baltery, No. 3 Dis-

FORTIPIOATIONS,

I have but little to add this year to what
L reported last year respecting the fortifica-
tions.

“ At Kingston the fortifications being
mainly of stone, a large amount of pointing,
&e. is annually required ; but nothing has
been done since the semmer of 1870, and
prtzbal;ly not forsome time previous there-
w ]

* At St. John, N. B., the two new works
on which it was proposed to mount heavy
rifled guns, remain in the same unfinished
state ss when visited by you in July.
1871. It would appear advisablo to use
every endeavour to have those work com-
pleted and armed as soon as_possible ; for
as the works aie at present, it would tike
some months to completa and arm them,
though every exertion might be made ; in
the meantime, the shipping and city might
bo burned by any enemy’s vessgels, in the
event of hostilities, as the old cast iron guns
remaining on the works aro no protection
against modern vessels, and the British fleet
would probably have sufficiont work to do
without detaching vessels which ought to be
able to defend itself."”

 While at Halifax this summer, by the
kindness of the officer commanding the Im-
perial Artillery, I was permitted to visit the
new works erected there. They are, with:
out doubt the most completeand formidable
works on this contivent, Some of the forls
have shields of iron 15 inches thick in front
of the guns ; these latter are T-ton, 12-ton
and 18-ton rifled guns, throwing sheil of
115, 250 and 400 1bs, respectively. Somo 25-
ton guns, throwing 600 lo. sheils are yet to
be mounted ; but sven without them, 1t
would be utterly impossible for thestrongest
ronclads of any navy in the world to ap.
proach within range of the City of Halifxx,
I mention these matters as I conclude they
will interest you, and also that you will be
more ablo toseo the necessity of further and
more extended instruction for the I5 Bat-
teries of Militia Artillery in the vicinily of
Halifax, who in tho event of war would be
largely employed in the above works."

WARLIEE SToRES,

I have mado only a partial inspecticn of
warlike stores, not having been called to
malke any general inspection.

(To be Continued)

TUE MUSKEIRY INSTRUCTIUN OF THE
GERMAN INFANTRY,

(From tho Rovuoe Militalre.)

Tho ueedle gun which until 1.tely has
been in use in the Poussiin oy, il to
which a great part of the success of 1565
may be atiibated, was in the war of 1570,
acknowledged to be greatly Inferior to the
chasaepot. ‘he Germans themsilves allow
ed this to be the caso. Also immedistely .t |
the conclusion of peace, they set to wurk
with that ardour whick: characterizes nll their
endeaors to effect progress in nulity mate
ters, to find some new type of inf.ntrv smatll
arm superior to tho latest patterns adopted
by other nations, [Ifcerttin papers are to
be credited, these investigations e about
to bear fruit in the weaponas yet imperfect
ly known by tho name of the “ M.t 1ifl
resembling o simultaneous tian.formation
of the Chassepot with n metallic cartiidge
available for the two systems. Moreove,
the old needle gun has, vs ono knows, re
cetved some improvements which had been
adopted before the war, but events prevent
ed their being carried out except in a small
number of weapons.,

But is it suflicient to possess an excellent
weaponalone? Isitnotof fur greater it
portance to know how to make use of it, and
with great superviority 2 “Plis is exactly the
question which appe s us to give gieal
interest {o three atticles publishicd in the
Allgemeine Militatr Zeiluny with he tide,
“I'he Musketry Practice ot the Geimu In
fantry.”

‘There is no doubt thatin this (epecet, we
(the French) have been sadly beundhand,
and that the greater number of the neigh-
horing powers have long ago gone aheul of
us, and this avowal ought tut to bo patafus
to us if we make the firm resvittion to re
gain that position which we oaght never to
have lost.  For many years shooting has
been looked upon inour army as 1 totally
secondary constderation—simply as an ac
cessory, so tospeak. Noime cotps (chusscurs
a picd, amongst otheis) hwve 1 tuned good
and wholesome traditions i tns respoct
but it would have been easy to count thoe ro
guments of infuntry who touk thit zead and
mterest in this branch of the service which
it deserves.  Siuce the adoption of more ac-
curately shooling weapons, there has, per:
baps, been some slight nngmoyement in thus
respect 3 but one may withoul urging too
mucly, say that up to the paesent time the
instruction of our infantry .s regards their
shooting has left much to be desived, and
that, with the exception of a few mdividu s
ravecnough in the different ¢rps, our men
are no shots.

One may, moreover, allege that it is not
only in the Army that shooting is neglected,
but that the entire nation (with the excep-
tion of some provinces) must share m the
responsibihity of this cause of feronty,
Shooling is neither hked or practised as it
ought to be. One cannot deny the truth of
this assertion, when one counsiders the bad or
negative results of all the attempts which
have been made ju this respect for the last
thirty years. It is quite othernise not ouly
in Prussia, but in many other countiies,
shooting is there held in great estimativn in
all classes of society ; from the carliest age,
theart of handling, loading, and ficmg a fire-
arm is kuown; and consequently it is not
surprising to see this exercise properly ap.
preciated in the army, espectiliy when the
army is ouly the reunion. the rendezvous of
all classes of the population.

On thoother haud, 1 sp.ta of all thew
good will, can our soldiers do much betler
than they havo alvondy done? tow many
garrisons are thera that the ringes are too
small, and altogether unsuited for musketiy
practice?  Aud how often hes it not hape
pened that some infantry regiments could
not cven fire daring the who'e vear the
amount of ball ammunition graned to them
by regulation ?  And how many others me
thero not who fimshed thetr tiring v fif-
teen days, and never fired another round
during the vest of the whole year—that 1+ to
say, during tho remaining cleven mounths
and o half,

Without entering into a detailed e mporic
son between the Prussian method of instruc.
tion and our own, we think it interesting to
show how our neighbors endeavor to make
their soldiers good shots, and how they tind
that their old regulations are no longer m
accordance with the arms m use and with
the fighting of the present day.

Their last regulation for musketry in-
struction was not very old, sinca it dated
from the 2ud November. 1864 ; nevertheless
they find that whilst containing mnuy excel-
lent ideas, this regulation has had its day—
that is to say thatit no longer suflices with
the arms which ought to Lo put m men's
hanas, I 1 1576, 5433 the authur, * tae
results Lave appeared satisfactory, it 3s now
no longar so, and whatever iy Lo said to
the contiary, it must bo alluwed that cw
wushety justruction in peace ti o no lou-
ger sulliciently prepares the soldier for the
teai shooting of war.”  In order that oar
readers may thorouglily understand the ol-
servations contained in the thieo articles of
the Allyemcinve Mlitao Zi'ung, shicli w.
propose to analyse, we think it indispensalle
to point out the general principles whichve
gul te mmusketry instruction in Prussia,

Tho first exercises for bringing the 1ule
up to the shoulder call for no parteular qo-
nia ks, as they are suailar to thuse in use
with us and with other arunes. But toge:
ther with first exerciso there is another hre-
quently practised in the Prussian Atmy even
for shooting with ball cartridue 5 1t s that
of the position with the rest, the weapon, ot
rather the left hand,vesting aganst a picket.
It i> not this that we call firing from a sup
port, sinco tho musket showid never,
asa puinciple, rest on any support, whatsover
when shooting ; it remains always placed
in the fork formed by the first finger and
thumb, which presses stewlily, but withuut
stiffness, against the picketin question, the
left arm slightly curved, the left hand as
high as the shoulder, the little finger sery
ing to catch hold of the support. Tins stake
or picket must be round and not too thiclk,
s order that the htue tmger of the fvty
hand may encirele ity the best kind are
simplo hedgo stakes which have still got
their bark ; they should not Le driven into
the ground, but should be fastened on to
4 st-ud in the shape ! o cro:s, inorder that
the nien may not get into the habit of lean-
ing the r whole weight against it,

Th position with a _rest, the man being
1ecumbent, sitting or kneeltng daes noy it
‘er, #0 to speak, from our own, a-l wa hiwe
no particular remarks to ofer upi thiy
poiat.

Such is not the case as regarls the
diill for almung at a moving ol jeu,
which plays an important part in the mus.
ketry instruction of the Prassian iulwtiy
soldier, as we shall see further on. 1o tius
respect, the weapon is recommended to be
directed agiinst the moving object with tha
left lrand, and not by moving tho baclk or
the haunches. “The further oiF the objuct is,



