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Close of the Financial Year.

. We again remind our readers that the
financial year of the church termine
afcs on Thursday, the 30th April. Conw-
siderable sums of woney aro yet re-
quired to enuble the respective comn-
mittees to end the year freo from debt.
It is earncatly hoped that tho ‘Treass
urers of Copgregations, Sabbath schools,
and Christian Endeavor Societies, will
forward all money on hand 1o the Rov,
Dr. Warden, Confederation Life Bldg.,
Torunto. 80 a8 to reach him on or bLe-
forv the 30th Inst., as the books close
promptly on the evoning of that day.

Correspondence.

Doniinion Christian Endeavor
Convention.
To Editor Presbyterian Review:

At the Canadian Rally held in Phillsi‘}.:s
church, South Boston,” July 13th, 1845,
it was resolved: “That in the interests
of Christian Endeavor work in Canada
it is desirable that a Dominion Ixecu-
tive Committee be forimned, consisting
of representatives from each Provineial
Union.” It was also decided that a Do-
minjon Convention be beld in Ottawna
during 189G, provided the different
Provincial Exccutives and Conventions
should approve, it Leing  understood
that there be such a gathering quad-
rennially, and that, as far as possible,
Provincial Conventions be tvithdrawn
that year, the mecessary Provincial
business being conducted at Rallies
in connection with the Dominion Con-
ventions. A

In accordance with the above action,
a Provisimal Dominion Exccutive Com-
mittce was appointed to carzry out the
reccommendation Yor a Dominion Con-
vention. ‘The matter has been brought
before all the Provincial Conventions
since 2ield, and approved by them. the
Ontario, Quebec and JMaritume Unions
voting to.unite in convention at Otta-
wa 6th, Sth Octolwr, 1895, The Exccu-
tives of these Unions are made princi-
cipally responsible for the programime,
but it is expect 1 that all Provinrial
Exccutives will assist, and representa-
tives from every Union will take part.

Tbis will be, without doubt, the larg-
ost and most _influentinl gathering of
Canadian Christians ever held in the
Dominion. Wo are cxpecling not less
than ono #housand delegates Yrom
points outside Ottawa. Every
vincial, County, City, and Town Un.
ion as iwell as local sociely is request-
ed to uss every elfort to make this first
Dominion Inicrdenominationxl Confer-
encoe of young Christians an unquali-
fied success,

Tho prayer and co-opcration of sl
chutches of whatever name are asked,
that the consecrated manhood and wo-
manhood of tho land may be represent-
ed from the Atlantic to the Pacific in
such numbers and spirit that it will
give a_decided uplift and new impulse
to the Kingdom of Heaven in our whole
DNominion. .

Yours for Christ and the Church,
. A. M. Phillips,
Chairman of Pruvisional Executive.
39 St. Luko Street, XAontreal, PQ.
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Public Worship.

To Editor Preslyterian Reviews

Sir.—An overture toa the General \s.
sembly which was prepared by Rev. A,
T. Hartley and mysclf, wag rcad at =
meeting of Maitland Preabytery held
in Luckaow on March 17th. A motion
was mads that it Le adopled as an ov-
erture of thn Prealytery, but after
rome discussion that molion was with-
drawn in faver of another that a com-
mittco e appeinted to prepars an ov
erture for next meeling. Omitting for
the sake of brevity, thn ounsiderations
on the five peints, I scnd you yart of
the averture rad which may e of some
interest to your many maders.

Yours truly,
A. MacKay.

Lucknow, Ont.

Whereax, in January Reeord, the Con-
wvener of e Assemlily's Committen on
Pullic WWunship gave a veprert of their
work. which report ignomes & funda.
mratal principla  that should o o
servel in mxking any pregreal for
chango eor improveinent in  existin
roodes of worship—a principle el fort
in Confession of Faith, Chap. 31, soc. 1
vize “But e acorplaile. way of wore
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shipping the true God is instituted by
himscll, and so limited by ls own
rovealed will, that ho may not be wor-
shipped according to the imaginations
and_dovices of men. or the suggestions
of Satan, under any visible Tepresenta-
tion, or any other way not prescribed
in the holy scriptures.” A jnrinciplo
founded on Ex. 20:4, Deut 12:32, Matt,
4:0-10, 15.9, 28:%0, John 424, Aots 17,
25, Col. 28, 2%; and that said report
oo sequently favors ritualisin as will be
8 a from the following considerations
an itsfive points. . . . . o .

\Vhereas, wo are grieved at heart in
secing many things practised by cone
gregations and Sabbath sohools in con>
nection with the worship of God, that
are entirely unscriptural, and = were
never authorized by the Assembly,

Whereas, in the past, churches de-
generated and becams corrupt through
ritualistio departures in worship from
New Testament principles.

Whereas, God’s word frequently and
solemnly warns against such departe
ures, Deut. 4140, .

Whereas, the committee do not give
one word of such warning or caution in
regard to the departures {rom the word
thit aro so manifest Uwday in the en-
croachaents of ritualismand not one
word of soripture in support of their
propased_changes.

The  Venerable the General As-
sembly is  therefore most respectfully
and carnestly overt

Firnst. To deal cautiously with any
report that may be in line with the
one in January Record, so that no
countenance may be given to ritualism.

Sweond. To make due enquiry, by
commniitice or otherwise as in its wisdom
it inay deem best, regarding all un-
scriptural practices; and formulate such
a deliverance  thereanent, with ape
propriate scriptural authority ulbm-lw
«d thereto. as shall help the lewer
courts to preserve the truth and watch
against error, and shall tend to bring
congregations back from their ritual-
istio \mndennﬁs into harmony with
God's word and our subordinate stand-
ands, and into the uniformity of wore
sh:{) zanctioned by Jesus Christ and the
Holy Spirit guiding the inspired A
ostles; and thereby removo the serious
apprehensions now  burdeming many
hearts regarding the tendencies of un~
scriptural aunovatiers,

Church News.

{41 communicalions to thiz column oupht to
be eent to the Editfor immedialely after the
occurrences 0 which they vefer have taken

¢lace.]
Montreal Notes.

As usual after Easter, the decrees
of the fifth council of bishops of the
Provinoe of Quebee, concerning mar-
riages of Catholics by Protestant min-
isterx and mixed marrnages were read
in all the Roman Catholic churches a
week ago. In ohurch of Notre

, the Rev. Cure Troie referred at
some leagth to the question of nix~
o] marriagea.  He pointed out that the
church had always .op; 1o
such marxriages. . When it telerates
such alliancry it is always with relucte
ance on acoount of the danger for the
harmony that should exist in the family
circle, the peril for the faith of tho
Catholio party, and tho poor chances of
e Roman Catholic training for the
children to bo born of such marriag-
. He referred to slatistics showingy
that the number of Roman Catholice
in the United States was ten millions
lees than it should ba according to ime
migration figures and the two causes
of this wero ncutral achools and mix-
ol marriages.

On Sunday afternoen  last, the
Rev. Theodore Iafleur gave a very
interesting  lecture  in English _ at

8t. John's Church, his subject being
*A Vindication of French Evanpeliz-
ation.” There was a good aulience and
cloac atlention was gven to the speak-
er. He said that tho work of reform,
to which ho and others were devoling
their lives, was nnt und>rtaken on the
assumption that there is not, nor can-
nnt be any mal truc Christians among
the millions of ailerents to the Roman
Catholre form of Christiurity. In tho
minds of all fairly cducated men this
is it & Jehstablo queation.  But the
Questing may fairly e asked in  this
counlry whether the Church of Remto
taackes the guq-e!ot Joaus Christ pure-
15 and simply a3 tho Apostles proach-
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it after tho death  of Christ. To

that the answer must bo in the nogu-
tive. Sho has laid herself opon to the
charge of Christ, Ye make the word
of God of none cffect by your traditions.
The fow spiritual souls the Romish
church contnins have to dig for the
truth 1 o mass of superstitious rub-
bish as Pascal, Fenelon, Masillon and
otherst dul.  The masses resort to amp-
ty forms of worship, or crowd around
healing shrines or relics and the over-
wore invading devotion to the Virgin
Mary. It is because wo know too well
that it is this degraded form of roli-
gion which the masses follow that we
would fain offer them out of lovmﬁ
hearts the pure, simple, comforting an

saving teachings of Jesus Christ, Can
any Christian minister or lumble be-
liever find fault with us for so doingt
Mr. Lafleur proceaded to  define the
character of the religion of the masses
in this province, givmgu pertinent ex-
amples and telling quotations to make
clear and undeniable the fact that the
poople are given stones instead of bread.
To the charge that the French Protest-
ant n:ssionaries are a _disturbing ele-
menl 1n the province he repliod that
weare laboring lo force morelight and
more air unto that mass. You {ind fauit
for our ventilating it. You say it is
(hxmu\:;mtmﬁ. That is precisely wbat
wo mean to do., We want to spiritual-
iza that mass with the knowledze of the
Gospwl, to make it for a time if need bo
g8 fragmeniary as our Protestantism.
We aro not afraid of the {ragments bo-
ing lost in space as lonf aswe keep them
in sight of our cternal centre, our Sun
of Righteousness, Jesus Christ. The
address was considered such a  value
z ¢ ono that it has been printad and
) ¢ o had from the Rev. C. E. Am-
aron, pastor of the church.

. A young man named Fialdes, reoent-
1y a novice in the Trappist monsstery
at Oka, has seat in his abjuration of the
Church _of Rome to the t‘um.at Otter
Lake. His reading of the Bible had
satisfied hitn that tho church is in error
as to transulstantiation.

A similar abjaration has been sent in
by a whole family at Lachute. In this
case the parishioner bhad first taken his
doubts to the Curv. and aftor some con-
vemsation requested him to discuss the
matter with the Presbiyterian Missione
ary, Mr. Maanl Io_consented to do
80, but on the day appointed ho had fled
the parish, and no one knew where be
was to e found. Romse is apparently
conscious of ity weakness when conw
fronted with the Bible.

General.

Rev. J. A. Dow, a graduato of Knox
College, hns een appointod  assistant
mstor of Knox church, St. Thomas.

Rev. A. S. Grunt, B.D,, bar resigned
the pastarate of St. Andrew's church;
Almonte, much to the regret of the
coagregation.

Presliyterian Synod of Toronto and
Kingston.—For the {irst time n ity
history the above named synod meets
axl\_a(‘ollmgwoo\l. i yoar on 11th of
Ay,

Tho Presliytarians of North Bsay are
ondoavoring (o sccure the kervices of
Rev. Thomas Alacadam. who has lcen
supplying tham for thoe last six months,
a8 their stated pastor.

Rev. Rolxxt {Johnson, justor of St.
Andrew's church. London, has  lauen
granted throo wwnths leavo of almence
1o enable him to make a teus of Butain
and the continent.

Rev. Andrew_Armitt, minister of the
Kirk church. Pictou, has acoepted 2
cnll to Mmikie, Scotland, and has sail-
od for the ficld of labor. On the eve
of hix departure tho congregation gave
him & well worded addrexs.

The unanimous call to Rev. Dr. Ross,
of Cannington, from the &1, Goor
Prabyterian church was conxiderid by
the prealptery of Paris at Brantford
on Aprnt 13th, and unanimously sus
tainad by that body. Rov. Dr. Coch
rane was appointed ml?al;-ry delegate
to pnoeculn the 1 Uxfare the pres-
ytery of Lindmy.

The Rev. Dr. Sexton is still in tho
Iawer Provinces, where he has  been
preaching and lecturing during the

st three months. UHe expocds to o
in Ontariv at the end of Moy, and will
I cpen for pulpit supply in Aumant,
and Seplemiacr. Address St Cathan
incs, Ont.




