
The Preebyteian Rovie«.

That Imp of a Dog.
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"liHe la bewltclieJ." aaid M.Nargia.
It looked like it. We hid trot s0a hlms caing, aod yo: we

vere on a bare abrablesa ploceocf ground wharo even a tiny bird
could have boers aotlced.

Ilw hAid ho got thora?
But thero hoe vas.
Thoro vas nothiug ta hc dane for the moment but te endure hlm,

for thora vas no pouibility of ge:tiaiz rid of hlm. No gâae
oould cîttico hlms through and thon shut upon hm, nuoselter cf any
klaJ whore vro could bide ourisolvez tIli hae got tîrcd of wai:iag for
us-no ana ta apply ta fur help, nothing i

%Va gave ap ail tirouclit of coju.ying the eîlaot, tact sot cf ta-
wards home as fait ai vo caaid. 2at of c.urse by tho ray wa haed

came, for tha:tisadbeca rouadabc.ut. Blut tust as vobegau w coma
la sight of bouses aud trocs Marie stop,d short.

~Vamui i:'aht o regnig '.dosho emd. "1! hoonce
flnds out: wblc is Our bouse, iL yull b oap% lois. We shouid neres,
go: rid cf hlms without abizoluto bru tality. Mois capable cf waitinq
outaide ail aight on the chance of alippîag la, I verily bclieve."

1 believed it tau. We staod sud coasidered. A littde la froat
af us ws a sort cf &aial quarry. whcre a few men wrbe usuaily
employod la breakinig up itones. Titey had Il boft wark. but the
rougis doar et a littie ha: whero they iott. their cas an d %limiers, 1
dareaay. duriag the day, stad cpen. The ht eais eîuupty.

*il have it," 1 saud. -Wo'i ae: hlm, ia there, and thera vo can
close the door and put a heavy atone agalast it-there are lots
about.

«*Hell haro nothirag ta est." àsâsd Margie, dauhufuily.
Ilell-can voe belp it:? The mont yul flac! hiru quit* eariy la the

morninq. and if 1:e howis or barks, saie npasr.y-%hero arc
alwaya vorkmen and boys coming thia way-may take pity sinon
hlm. If ho beloruga ta anybody, thre owaermay celcoking fur hlm,
bidocuta ecature that h.e *s."

Thon soeiaut by my sister's face that sho stili thougbt nie iahu-
an, te ruy relief a suddea remembracte a'ruck me.

,,Oh."' I sala, thruàting ruy band icto my pocicet. Il hava a
bua-a &talc tua, th&t I hadl muant ta foed thuno Jear siliy izecua
ith that ve aiways paiu a lit.bo farther oa. Hoe shsal] have it,

horrid imp, traI le is
The ban salveil Margie's conscience. Wàith immense difficul:y

-1 am n are IL teck us s quarter et au irout-y dia: et persuasion
and iboaaug and avoei. vo goi car torrucutGr lit tire but. whire
the broken boa awaltod hlm, aud closed the door firmily vati. heai y
stoeu. vhich ai :ack the twa ai us to drag lata Ldur place.

Then tirod ont and zhakiag vith aur excirtians, vo set aff agi
-noa soaad pou-ssing ns.

-Let un go hoe by tho back cf the. horse,'" said >Jargie. 'l: iti
net aie p-etty, but it1 i horter."

I made na ebj-ctinn. 1 was ton wcrriad ta caro for the
vr and indard it van nov aimas: dusk- W.a were vcry glati to

lied cusoivos on the hilîsido immodliately aoro or bouse,. sud
«ore prepanng ta descend the radineo vb.u-rèreJ aoue havo
b.i.ed it pouasble?-th-re on the path nome yards bforcu, sî.tod
thai imp Of a doq AI i:s vo :haught ourent yied nuîsld us.,
Lut nn--lt was ho-vitta s&U bis grotesquo i!xping an-i gambelling
jas: as usuel.

We fIct realiy frigbxoeed b: vas tao uncannY as veil as un-
i'orabie. W. dar-J net ro in. %V. tnrnetl and tlrJ op %ho hili
azain, tolieoo et courr. Thon by a clu-cuitons rente vo came
dova t tho mrain road of the iliaste, somo way trus noir banit,
utear tise chou-clu. It vass lighsd up-an orgau practico vue going
on. In vo crept--mnoakod--and thore for balf au heur vo hiud aur-
aoires in a dark corner. oaîy emergung vhoa vo head ire orantu
shuttizg up. And te ont unexprossibie relief vhca ivo carne out.

the rosi: vascloar. Von can imagine boyw va hscru-id home.
nhe neni mêrnung toto-i ras aimoa araidi te v2nzure eut. Btt

wu dotprmiued ta valu in a contuary direction, aud 22or sernt turne

we flattored ourselveà tlst, the Ilruse " hRd auccoeded. %Va %wor
close to Jîcme again whcn Margie suddcaly remcmbered tsat ahe
wantcd sumoestamps, aud se i vras not yet luaicheun tinia wo
turaed back azgain a quarter or a mile or au to the p"8t office. Deoar,
liner. how wu regrottd it I For au wo caisse aut of tha sirop, thocru
ho was-uglir., dir.ler, more demnastrative thias or.

IlYour duc. ma'anà," &&id tho slîcp wamaa, groccres a ud Pott
niistrous in uno. 'I 'ai glad ba fouad you, for ho have boca
a.plaguiag abost hiera ai the moraing."

Our dûg." wu oxcilaad, 'nu indeed."'
utn 1 doutât if abo belioved ut-for a o fled, tho wratch pur.

sucd us, till at lait tou diogusted and tircd to try azzy m~ore dodgiag,
wu wcat home. cont.cnting auraulvos with baaging the gardon gaze

ilà .* !ace, whicli cf course was no use whate ver. Hlectimbod ovor
or aqueted thruughs somehow 1 for ail during lutcheon %v. heard-
unr cars sccmýiag magicaily abarp>euod-cnatciiîzg at theo front door

auJ an occaioa feint sort of %wiac. Ro wa3 nlot a noisy dog, se
inucli must boe said of hlm.

That atrnoan %%o did nat go out :111 lato and thon it was by
tho back -but urai far nu thte bill ive mot hims of course. Ho vas
worao shah ever, iumpiýog sa high thast ho tore 31argie's trmher
boa and1 lot ps marks on Mny aiceves. But wro wcre growiag -
nlot re3ignetl-but deiperate. l'ho ouly way to have a dconti walk
wai to lot Vins foflw us, so Ail along tho ruai wo baa thea plessare
of boxaîg lookea upon by uvery urchin that me: uns a Iltho ladies as
Vionq te that thora dog."

For no oaa kaow hlms la tio village. Wo had vcnurcd an soma
enquiriea-you sec vo did urot vaut to itemn ta show aay iaterat

au the creature-and woro ss:ia6.-d that hce vas as mauch a 3triager
ta our ueiRhbors ai Co ourseiros.

We shut hlm out &gain whcn vo caise home. Bâut it turned oat
a miserabie oenino, coid aud rainy, and ail thrnugh aur coin.
tortiLla tire 6'clock tes, aud laser. wé board that detestabi

lacratchinag.
Once Margio looked cut-it scemed quito dark. Then the loft

the roomn for a few momentis, and when aho camc back thero was a
curions look on hcer face.

"Sister," the zalîl, Margia caiy ays IlSister"l irbenab oin very
serious rndecd. 1 have boon a sort cf secund mother ta ber, for the
ln oaiy cighteea ad 1 ans seven yoarss aider. "I arnafrsid theoe s
n.. beli fo.r lt--we mas: look aft;r that dag. No, i is aout that Iv'e
takoa a fancy ta hlm- -I'm afraid I'm nnt aen borry fur hlm. But
1 fear sia a case ut duty-for onrttlae mans sakt--the imp is a deg
alzer aIL.

"Are you sure!"' I aid hitteriy. " I thiak he la muro liko a
-no 1 can't find the ulght word-' browvale * ad ,uixle.* and ail
those arctoaa pretty. loais jusas:sortidlittle imp.v

Burt : vas u, ute. 31y conscience toc, vas toacheil, and it
encicd ia aur lcLiig the crostare in anil huinbiag ouracives ta the
rock ta go: saine food for hlms aud ]cave for lm ta *pend the niglât
l2 an authouse.

-Jusi. fora. LigZb:or tva," Ma o sid, though in aur hoarw-we kaew
thre wasi no more prospect in gcttng rid of hlms la a weer thau
there was to-day. And as for adm:tinR bits inte, aur littie drav.
iîg.toom t:ll ho vas %vasbed aud zrho wauid vaih him!

.Aud ail the nei: day vu had ta taire hlms out wltb us l Oh thra
inortiF.atuaa cf it-we tei& that orcryone vau laugbiag a: us.

-Tva silly aid maids.' aslid 21argie.
So the nxi day vo iront off la another direction, dcterniuing

ta cet Ilinchoca somewhere and flot ta camne homo :111 daik. 1: vii
market day a: the litleo wn twa or three mailes avay. Wc bad
aot known thua tili vo mot:droroai cf cattie and evorso many apriug.
carti and baskc:od aid womea. etc. But ve did not mind. Down
ia or hcara vras there thet hought-aigit not tbo imp ge: lout?

Sidtlonly, visen oniy a short distance trams the tomn, a voite
muade us junuip. It came trams a dog-cart that had just, peaud us.
davu frona which zscra'rbo< a ra'y-choeckd girl of fourtoon or sol
thre ariver, ec<leotly ber father.oling on viaa nterest.

-thl mâaarn, oh rlease zrua'am.'said the chiid broatbiooaiy.
1147 my Fi'o-oh Fdo. my beauty. my avcet"-he vas pu.
tivrly czyinag. vhere have yen b"c. and how dirty yen am!l Oh
masin. oui mise, bolis roaily auuno-may I havehim back ?"

.. By aIl rucaus." vo cricd togethor. Take hlm, my dosir, at
anOum dd' at l-ofll~du.

.. le taak yen for situer aud mue." shec said. «I bong ia black
100o... and thon vor natifed that ash. iikeocurstives. vas au deep
inaurning. OIhIdout know boy to dink yoo. li trayoïla-aay
four dayi aco. Oh Fid.-ruay 1 put hlm ia the cari, daddy Z Oh
my. Lit yaâ are dirty. Fida."

$ho did net ruma t rep<oacb us-bat ail tho ianse I trick sbo
vras surnrW%at vot had flot tought for the honeuir et port ormng
the uap ablatien.

.d IVe:lnrnod rme vith ightenod boarts and approring cou-

W.V cer savr the rosy.laozod zdri aFain. thengh vu stayod tome
veeks lonzcr ta thost parts. Sh. :hunks ei n vih graitude 1
have ne duabt--cxcept about tho ws.shing-but also, fuseil sure,,
vith pi:y. for being deprlred of lier cluarming p.u.' secisiyý
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