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Mr. Johnston’s first pustorate was Lindsuy, whero forsix years
ho lubored with o success and n degree of acceptance which it is
gtven fow tiea to enjoy.  Tho weekly prayer inceting under hus
churge was one of tho most largely attended in Canada, and
auother evidenco of his ofticiency i dovelopingspiritual Lifo mn the

wigrege Lioa waa the very marked and conatantly increasing hibet-
ality of tho people in contributing to the schemes of the Church.
Besides hia deep devotionand cousecrated character Mr. Johnston
presonts a commanding aud inagnotic persvnality, and duriug his
stay ot Lindsay many and tempting offers came to bim from the
best vacanciea throughout the Church. - Kcclesiastically speaking
hohas been amach covotud man. Hisattashment tohisfirstcharge,
howover, and s conviction that he had still a work to do there
led him to declino pressing overtures from Stratford, Toronto,
Ottawa and other places , but a unanimons and enthusiastic call
having bsen tendered him by St. Androw's congregation of Loudon
a few months ago, ho saw 1t his duty to accept, and 18 now their
much loved and much admired pastor.

Mc. Johnston was hopored hy last year's Assembly, held at
St. John, N.H,, in boing chosen as Assombly P’reactier, and to say
that he occupies o front rank among Lanadiau pulpt oratorsis a
claim readity conceded by all who have heard him, and especinlly
by those who have sat undor his ministry.  In hun are combined
many clemeutsof power. For ono thing ho is aa ardent and con-
flrmed lover of tho old Gespel, and whilo conversant with all the
difforcnt phrases of so called advanced thoaght ho pleads carnest.
ly and continuvusly for the '* Fuith ouce delivered to the Saints,”
s grasp of ovangelical truth is strong and clear and his devotion
to it unbending,

\Vhen he stands ap to preach all his intenaity of conviction is
at onco rocugnized, and 1t gives him a hold upon his hearers that
18 decidedly umique,  In delivery ho is powerful and aunpressmive,
The whole mau preaches, cyes and face and features, and arms and
body, and at tunes both preachicr and hearers are carried away by
the passion of eloguence. Hi3 stylc of preseating truth s graphic,
—ono mght also say pictorial. He deals hittlo in vague generaliza-
tion ot drcamy abstraction, but brings hus utterances down to
rddations which aroconcrote aud practical.  Whale by no means
ag anoudutal preschor hoisapt at illusiration  making you sco
what ho sces, and giving to his thought a body and visible outline
wliieh merks the man of gifted 1magination. In shory Mr.
Juhuston 18 a mun of rarc endowments for the work of the nunis-
try. I'nysically, intellectually, emotionally and spirstually ho
has a flest class outtit for his sacred calling, and thus far he bas
rrovc\l himself a * workmau that ncedeths not to bo ashamed.™

3y his attractive personality and atrong pulpit power he has
already gained o hold upon tho people of London that only an
eaceptional man can do, and in the event of hife and hoalth beng
sparod, onc may coofidently predict for him a mnistry of rich
Llossing. .

The Moderator's Sermon.
OUR MARCHING ORDER,

Tear, - “GoForward.” -Exodusxiv.15. 1. Thecircumstances
umler which these words wero uttered are hnown to &ll. The
caildren of Isracl wero on the beach with the sca in front, the foe
behind aad the lofty hulls on cither band. It was there and then
they weee ordered to g fornard and face olistacles and ditheuluies
tasarmoantable by mere haman effort.  There must be divino
interposition or all perish

1t 18 not sy purposc to draw a parralle] between them and the
Isracl of the picsent, butroverently to lift up the cominand of the
Lord, who never changes, and apply it to our own lives. God
must cmphatiually commands Christians, as individuals and as
wnitod budies, to go forward in tho Christian life.

When we endeavor to obey his command, obstacles great and
num stous, cowfront us, not only at the outsct, but all along tho

journoy. It isa wasto of timoe and cnergy to Le combating those
of tho past.  Wo must ook the world in the face and recognize
ong present perils, foes, fears, dificultics, dangeraand delays. In
doing this we sce,—

{1 That the Presant s a Researdhful Age—Mountaing wero
scaled, continents traversed, occans sailed and depths caplored to
naravel natures hidden stores.  Books are ransacked with lancet
ready for usc at every page, and the book of books is on the dis-
accting table under the micro.copic gaze of critics both higher and
highest. But alas® Tho scurrilous and venenousattachs of some
manilest their incapacity to exccuto with justice tho sclf-unposed
tash. Time, sprce, mind, matter, and life arc all, all absorbing
the cager attention of hard wronght atudents of naturcand othics.
Nothing s leit anturned, untouched and uaeaplored. Side by
ade with tho straglo for life, there is a greater struggle to hnow
life. W hear the sound of carth delvinyg, water dmﬁging, stone.
break n3and microbeexamining : yet that wonderful potency, lifo,
which swurcdly crept into this carth iu ages past, remains, with.
ous the Bible, as inscrutablo and as iuexplicable as the unknown
and unknowable.

These researches give a 30rt of expectancy to human minds as
if dumly foresecing a somcthing u¢x to replace tho old revelation
and all that pertainsto it.

1n the midst of all, humility, and not pride, should have pos.
sesion of the workers who shout aloud that a law has been dis.
eovered toacconns forall formsand changes in nature.  Evalution
isthatlaw, We. fathers and brethren, aro commanded by the
law giverto goforwardas Christians proclaiming with unwavering,
unswerving and unflinching fidelity the great Law maker at the
back of life, of man, of the universe.
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(2) It is a Speenlative Age—\Whilst researches are being made,
there scems no great trouble in accounting for tho wmystorics
whereby wo aro surrounded.  Speculation 18 rifo and theory ram-
pant. [hey are thrown upon munkind with a coolness quite
astounding, scaing that the ground 1s an over-shifting one, that
truo workera begu to-wmoerrow mormng whero they leave off to-
mght. \Wearo told thaut there wero groat tides and rapid rotation
of the carth during early geological cras ; that sun spots aro con-
nected with maguetic disturbances ; that various causos can bo
assigned for the glacial period ; that there isa substanco or medium
called other pervading the universe, that tho Aryans belong to
Asia, and with equal confidenco that they are indigenous to
Europe. Wo are presented with half a dozen theoriea regarding
the movements of glacicrs, wo are given a theory of hunger, weo
aro assured that thero can Le, and that thero cannot be, thought
without languago, we aro supplied with theories respecting theo
origin of meteors, and we aro furnished with speculations as to
tho cause of light emitted by animals in the occans; and then
speculations are thrust upon us touching the body, the soul, the
Creator, tho Redeemer. Thus in the midst of the speculations of
mien, the Church of God is to advance, meeting these hindrances
at every step.

3) Thisis a Dusbting Age—It naturally follows from the last
mentioned attitude of men's minds. There isdoubt spread abread
whereby mon become indifferent to overything invimble and
cternal. Doubt 18 cast on trio existence of heaven and Ahmﬁht,y
God. Men doubt Moses, doubt David, doubt Isaiah, doubt Mal-
echi, doubt Matthew, doubt John, doubt Jesus of Nazareth, doubt
their own aouls ; and doubt the creative and administrative power
of the eternal God. Thus ita cold and withering blasts blow over
the young in the Church and chill then ; over the aged and stun
them, over the weak nnd destroy them. Still tht Church marches
on, holding up, high as Heaven's heights, before a doubting world,
the banner inscribed, ¢ Thus saith tho Lord.”

(4 This s a Rushing Age—By day and by night steamers
whastle, trains ruinble and electric wheels roll through our streets.
T'here 13 a rush 10 business, shops, factorics, and ever in domestic
circles. There is a sharp, keen, oven bitter, compotition in every
business department througnout the land. The telephonecallsup
i the twinkling of au eye, somo ono miles distant ; replies must
bo sent with cqual haste, and thus the mind is kept inan excitablo
cxpectant stato. Lhe nervous system of man is strained in this
pro-cinmently fast, rushing and hurrying age. Insane asylums aro
alarmungly full of inmates who are more or less deranged by this
soul and body tryingrush of humanity. What is the result ?
That little time is left, or, at all events, given te Christ's kingdom
upon carth.

(5} 12 13 a Worldly Age—As one meditates upon the all-absorb.
ing tendenctes of the people after pleasure, wealth and money,
without any caro or thought for their never-dying souls, he is
awed at the weakness of our race. . To attain an object, crimes
are planned and perpetrated in this very Christian Canada, that
are a disgrace to a nation, and sbow morbid minds under the
tremondous grasp of this world and its cmbmﬁ wealth. Name,
honor, relatives, friends, snd cternal lifo are all sacrificed in the
aywsition of mammon : whilst even in villages and country dis-
tricts, many indulged in guestionable amusements, which dampen
Christian ardor, Christian zcal aund Christian love. What do
people meanby playing progressive cuchreinthisland of Churches
and Gospol privileges? Social life, a8 it cxists in far too many
yuarters, 18 deadening, demoralizing, dawnning, and most assuredly
stands as a barrier to the onward march of the Christian Church.

\Ve have no sy mpathy, however, with those would-bo holy and
sclect fere who segregate themselves from Christ'sarmy, and who
cndeavor to keep out this worldly spirit by artificial defences, for
theso tendencics are in our homes, churches and everywhero; and
no standing aloof from the rest in the cause of Christ can either
remove or cradicato these evils, whilst such an attitudo grows into
spiritual pride and pharisaical bypocrisy. We want men and
women who atand on Christian principles, sensible and helpful,
vigorous and hopeful, rather than the little carping of “ Do not
this,” *‘ Do not that.”

All these obstructions must be encountered ; some suggest that
aid bo secured from other religions, such as Confucianism, Buddh.
1sm and Tawmsm. It does not manifest good judgment of human
naturo to regard these as devoid of all trath and morality, for man
was mnade in (iod's image, and whorover found ho still retains clear
marks of his Creator. Canadian students arc this day studying
tho classics of Grecian and Roman idolaters, and Chinese literata
never cease mstilling into youthful minds the moral sayings of
their great sago.  But I listened to dissertaions by aboigines in
Formoza, though not so beautifully cxpressed, that actually
cmbodied tho substance of the fifth, aixth, seventh, eighth, mntfx
and tenth commandments. To know these human cmenations,
and frankly acknowledge the gaod in them, is manly, noblo and
Christian, but when v c aro asked to stoop (}ow'n and borrow, as if
in nced of additions, we calmly, coolly, yet indignantly, refase to
compramite one chapter, ane verse, one line, or ono word of Haly
Writ—rcfusc to placo divinity on a level with humanity. To
demand this of us reminds me of the Chinaman who brought three
Testy tooth-pincers to sell. *Onc” said he, “is for tho front,
the sceond for the middle and tho third for the back teeth.,” But
I answered, ** theso three are for the lower, have you auy for the
upper teeth?™” Ilostared. Ishowed him bright, shining stecl
forceps for upper and lower, right and left, front and back, sound
and decayed— ono perfcet sct, nothin§ wanting, complete in every
particular. He disappeared. Thus I regard tho threo religions

of China as tho three old pincerz, and thefull set of American
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