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THE CANADIAN

INDEPENDENT,

gpeaking of the London Missions, I may say that
tiere is searcely @ Commnunion Sunday, from onc
ond of the year to the other, on which some are
pot admitted into the Chureh by baptism, and,
dough somo Lall off, most remain faithful, ILast
coar move than a hundred adults were admitted
into our fellowship; and, during the fivst three
mouths of this yoar, between thirty and forty
fave joined ws.  Not a fow of our converts have
Leen passing through the fives of persecution ; and
amin and again have our hearts been gladdened,
w5 we have witnessed theiv paticuce and faith in
aie hour of orinl,  Tho beautiful Christian spirig
manifested by somo of them has been the means
fasoveral instances of winning the enemy over to
Christ,

Yes, the work is real.  So real do I feol it to
wihat L would willingly give another thirty years
wit; nay, thirty multiplied by thicty, if I had
Gew to give,  Aud the question of salary does
wot enter into my caleulations,  Salary or no
caary, this is my work, to live in and die in.

Lhave very little sympathy with the ¢ Checap
Missions ” ery which is heard everywhere in these
iays, and I sincerely hope that the wise men
fuong you will not allow themselves to be influ-
aced by it.  The cvy is an unhealthy sign, and
pust die oub.  Can it be-that the churches are
cuiny in for purchasing missionaries in the cheap-
kst warkets | If the missionaries are men of the
‘o stamp, called of God, and inspired by His
Spirit, is it not Tor the churches to do all in their
awer to provide for their wants, and place themn
phove anxiety in regard to things temporal b
D:oht not the churches to deem this a privilege
tod an honor ! L%e older societics arve not giving
o much to their missionaries.  This I say with
ariect knowledge of the missionary life and the
pissionary’s real needs. I could make this
adeetly plain to you, if space and time permitted.
aere is something extremely low and sickly in
his treatment of the salary question.  Some seem
b look upon all the old missionaries in India as
pmany paid agents, not one of whom is serving
'od for nought.,  They seem, also, to judge of a
an's worth as a missionary by the smnallness of
he solary which he receives.  The man who can
e on £50 is the missionarvy for them. That
cns {0 be the grand qualification, the one con-
Leration which lifts the man above all suspicion.
low meagre must their knowledge of missionaries
Aund how utterly devoid of the missionary
istinet, soul and heart must they thewmselves be ?
w4 Sera nungquam est ad bonos mores via "—“1t
sever too Jate to mend.” -

In regard to methods, I should like to say one
ord. It seems to me that there must be some-
fing in every method, thought out by carnest and
ayerful men, worthy of respectful consideration.

I do not think it is possible to discover any onc
method which shall be adapted to all men, to all
times, and to all places.  If your corespondent,
Mr. Baldwin, of Morocco, were right, thero would
be only one method for all of us.  There can he
no objection to Mr. Baldwin following his own
sense of what is right and best in the prosccution
of his work.  All that I would ask of him is to
allow me, and others who think as I do, to
difler from him, without coming under his ban.
Whether his method is the best for him, 1 cannot
tell. I know it would ot be the best for wme, or
for my work,

It would be well for us all to bear in mind that
the newest scheme is not necessarily the best and
wisest.  Every schemo must have the test of ¢ime
applied to it before its real value can be known.
The new missionary is, as a rule, a prolific method-
maker, and the younger he is the greater his genius
in this line of things. Did I not know morc than
all my seniors when T arrived at Shanghai more
than thirty years since! Was it not as clear
as daylight that their methods were all wrong, and
that their small success was to be ascribed to their
want of insight ! The young missionary, like the
globe-trotter, is generally the man who knows
everything better than the man who ought to know
most. During my long life in China, I have seen
many fine schemes collapse under the test of time.
A grand method has been discovered by Mr. or
Dr. So-and-so.  For a little time it carries cvery-
thing before it. The results are wonderful. It
has brought in so many converts the first year,
and so many more the second year., Surely the
method has been discovered at last.  But wait a
bit. The tide turns. The accessions.grow fewer,
the apostates multiply, and the noisy little method
passes of into silence and desuetude.

¢¢0ld things need not be therefore true,
O brother men ! ¢ Nor yet the new.
Ah; still awhile the old thought retain,
And yet consider it again.”

Mr. Caine has made known to us his new plan
for the conversion of India.  “The sort of men
we want,” says he, ‘“are young, bright, earncsi
men from twenty to twenty-three years of age.
When they are once accepted by the Committee,
they should not be put into the cast-iron grooves
of theological colleges, but sent right out to the
mission-field, pledged toa moderate term of celibacy,
say ten years, and at crce put into lechnical
educasion, under an old and experienced mission-
avy, carefully selected for special fitness. In two
years these fresh young feliows would learn any
Indian language, and, while costing a fitth of the
expense of one of our old-fashioned missionaries,
would get through three times the work, by being
free’from the care and worry of a wife and young
children in the trying climate of Tndin”



