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5. The offended brother must flot expeot thaf, the brothren, zokom he lias selcted,
ivili nocessarily take the saine view of the whole case as ho does himself. The
ills we ourselvos have had to meet, ivo see more clearly, and feel mor1 keenly,
than others are likely to see and feel them. Others may very possibly think that
what has offended us is scareely worth notice. This may arise I rom taking a
sornewhat surface-view of the case. Lot time bo takeu theref'ore to get the whole
niattor set fairly and fully before the brethren. If not satisfied, we do not sec
that others may nlot bo selected, but we think it will generally ho found wisor to
abide by the first decision. The offended brother miust not be surprised to find
that hoe requires to raake concessions too. Let him afford the one or two brethren
overy facility ho cga, in order to bring the matter to a successful termination, evon
if tliey should see it nocessary to find him, in the fault as well as the offendor.

6. lIore it seems necessary to. add that the brethron will roquire also to hear
the offcndor's view of the case. Thore may be a misunde,,8tanding, by ail mens
let it ho cleared up. HIe may not be allowod to retaliate, nor to bring up any new
inattor, such as an offonce done to himsolf by tho brother dealing with hiim. If sucli
exist lot him ho advisod to take the necossary stops. (sce v. 15) They are nlot at
liberty to hear him until this bo done, and without succeas. Unloas groat care be
tak-en hore, the interview may corne to nothing, it will ho a babol, a confusion of
tongues. Lot evory cause ho triod on its own merits, and every other circumstance
that doos not bear upon its olucidationý and which, it is not nocossary to know in
order to its settlement, bo resolutely kept out of the ;vay. Settie one matter beforej
entering upon, or hinting at, another, not necessarily connocted with it.

7. The brothren selocted will do well to enter upon their business -under a deep~
scn - oj thte responsibilily of tlîeir position. Much for good or for ovil may hang
upon their decision. The world, the Church, and ospecially anî immortal soul,
nIay ho seriously damagod or groatly benefited by their conduet in this matter.
Lot thern enter upon their work in humble depondance on divine grace for wisdom
profitable tu direct. Let them individually ask grace to keep them in this time of
noed. Lot them together (sce verse 19) niake this business subjeet of united specia
prayor. Thon let thom meet the brothron, who are ut variance, and vith thon
minglo their supplications, and if possible, their voices with theirs, at the Throne 01
Grare. If thore is one spot more favourable than another on which to initiate such[
a business, it is on Calvary, undor tho droppings of that blood which ail fuur need,
which ail are equally and alike wel'come, which, Ilcleanseth from. aIl sin '" and
melteth the hoart on which it falîs from hatred to love. "11If any of you lack
Wisdom, lot hini ask of God that giveth unto ail mon liberally, and upbraideth
not; and it shall be givon him."l

]3efore procoeding farther in our exposition, it mny not ho altogether unnecessary
to, say here, firat, that while the "lone or two more" are invostigating the case,
they are not at liberty to divulge the mattor. To them it is committed in confi-
dence, lot them koop it so ; and second, that if they should succeed and gain their
brother, thon the whole matter must drop. It must ho forgiven and forgotteDn
not to ho brought up again on any future occasion as a cause of stumbling. The
brethren must restore the offonder to their confidence, and confirm thoir love tu


