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wvas 1< utided by cntcrprising inlerchiants in UIl 'Moither Cotuntry. This
Comîpany w;îs I'rincd iii 183(j, %vitini thirc vears ;iter Ille ofsac >

'vaý - R. 'i y lîaî andI îiiîîie<iately Illei Constructio>n or t he ',Great
Weterit " spuciailly for the Atiantic voýýtc w~as Illtae ;te
'Siiriis* was cliartcred(. for the Saine purp(lsc. Iicweci* Ille îi'st
stcui~Jipsta cross Ille ocean aCter Ille "Royal ilam" h'l'li u

left I.( >d(loli on .Xpril 4thl, i 838. the ', Gi'eat \\etrî"left Bristol thi-e
day', later, anid b)y a Sinigular coincideiice tic>' both stc.t:nc'd ilîtu New
Vurk Harbour on St. George's day. Othier steailii>ilips fulluwed iii

r;ipid succession, ania'îg tlîcin 1 ina)' menîtion the " îep anad tie
Royal William ;"bath wcre huilt iii lingland, and both beg;an uhecir

trips a few nonthis aftcr the "Sirijus" and "Grcat \\*c.ý.tcri." 'l'le latter
"Royl \Vl launthei second of titis iîamc lias led ta soute c9îIlf'usionl,

fruin beiiig better L'iîown titan the Quebcc vessel built eighit ycars or SO
carlier :and it lias catîsed the rirst '« Royal Williamn " sorncwhat ta pass
out of inior.

l'o my inid it is incoiîtestably establisticd that the it cmorablc. voyage
of the Caiiadiai bujîlt " Royal WVilliamî " fi'onî Oui.blec to Lonîdon iii
1833. inuist bc lield to bc the first passage crs the .Atlaîîtic indcr
stcain ; tliat passage triipliantly deîixoîstîated the practicability, of
steaiti navigationi ou a voyage betweeiî thc twvo continenits, îîotiithistaiîd-
ing tie declaratîaîi af Dr. I ard ne*, wlio e't tlit datu pronouîtl-,cd it ", per-
iectly. clîiîiîrical, and '' ta tise his awîi words. ', tlicv iîiglît as wivel tallk
of mual . a Voyage froni New \'u-k or Liverpool Lu the nn.

'fli Caiîadiaii buiît " Royal Williain " iiiîîdoubtedly, pravcd to bc thie
pioner af Adaîiitic stcaîislii. It caîîîot bc clisptitcd that silc was tlle
lui crtnner of the Cuinard line, anîd as stîcli shie wvas cqtîally thec fore-
ruîîne af the thirty-fotir otlicî Unes wh'1icli to-day inn rcguilarly betw~*een
.\încrica anid Euirope. It iiitist certaiily be acînittcd that titis pioncer
sliip lins haci no sniail influence on the ocean stean service ()f Uhe globe
-a service wliiclî emibraces Uhc great liues ruîîîîiîîg ta Iiîdia, china,
Japan, South Africa, Sauth Ainerica and Australia, a service Coli-
sitiiig of slipîi wlîicli inay bc cotited by thausands with a grass tonnage
of i 2.ooo,oao tons. And ta us Canadiaîîs and Britisli subjects it is

iîitcresting ta note tliat 1-io t/tii-ds of tliis cuînînaîs tannage bclang ta
Great Britaiîî, Canada and the Colonies, w~hile thec renîaiiig One ilird
niay bc claiiTied b>' ail Uhe atier nîations ai the world.

\\7 e mutst ail regard u'ith satisfaction the circtirnstaiîcc thiat Canada lias
the prouîdl( distinîctionî af liaving tak-eîî the initiative iii applying science
and niechaîîical skill ta a purpose wlîich lias ]ed ta sticli splendid restilts.
Is it îlot a national dut>' tlîat we sliauld lianouir the nicnior)' of the mcen


