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\'JE I>ESIRIF TO CALL! the eatrlV IttClItiOt Of the
vanouis ittesttbLrs of the forthicotiuig Federal1 Parlia-
nment. to the urgent iecess-ity for sici legisiatiou as
nay be iieeded Io proliibit te operaitioli within the
Dominion of thc assessmient cnclowinleut vamlpires
%vhlich feed upou the credlulois ail ignorant. As coin-
pared witii sonie of te ileighiboring States, liese
hlunîbugs are itot 'vet vers- uumciirous iu Canada, but
there are aiready quite eitongl to work wvicisprcad
evii. ixti corrective legisIntion and court decisiotîs
over the border arc in a fair way to drive thentiii i

sausupon aour coîlniunities, uulle&S %ve put uip a Icg.
islitive fence. Yelicre these coiicersF have liad tintie
Io deveiop iitir truc citaracter, public oDpiiiotn is fast
unitiing iii the conv~ictioni t1iat thie public gooùdeiiiaîds
their extermnination, aud %ve prcdict tnat during te
nexi six nioiîllîs they wili be vigorousiy deait wvili iti
lite Statee. Seif-prottctioîî as weIi:l as publie mîorais
reqilires that the 1a*îaigpower of Canada net,
mil -tct prolluptly.

JuI*cIxC-,- FR0!.! Tilli ri.cord Of the first quarter Of tli
curresit vear, lte fire loSs ii lte United States and
Caniada bidls fairt b exceud the very destructive ycar
1389. As giveit 1w the (.mcilB//i»of Ne\'W
Y'otk, tie ziggregate loss for te three nolitts eîîding
tith Marcli bas been $3,9,5,as conxipared withi
$25,032,625 in 1890, .nd $a'o,61o,7o0 iu 1889. January
of the presetît year ivas a bad iitonth for fires, footing
"P? about elevozi and, a quarter millions, but Marci.
tus exceeded this, aggregatillg $12,54,750. Of this

atuoulun, six fires. ail exccediiîîg a quarter of a utillioti,
conttnhîîtcd a total of S.2oorangiug froti the
Buffalo1 fire, '5264-ooo. 10 te 'New Y Ot-kz Bleecker street
fire, Sýi.6jo,ooo. Tie itope that tlie hîeavv losses of the
past Iliree uiolits îtîayve to he. be\vccpionia1 is of
course iniduiged, andc thrit liglit sînîtîtiier losses inay
49 even up " and -ive Ils a ilioderale record at te end!
of the ycar. Thtis, hiowevcr, is oiily a hiope, the realiza-
lion o! Nvhici is p)rob)lelua-ztical. Fortulîatcly, the heav'y
total loss for3iMarch lias liot receivcd a correLspoi'îigly
large contribution froin Cainida.

A i.o\G i:xisTIxG aitd very succcssfiul ring of
incendiaries l;Is reccutiv beenl b«roken up in London.
'lirte nicu aud a feilnale conifederate have been con-
victed, part of litent of arson, and lte others for con-
spiricv, tidîleiitiied to tenisof inuprisoninient varyîng
front cigliteeni inilis 10 lwelve vears. A fire at
XVilltaliiitowt. it .viicli tlt' Royal inislurance coinpiny
wvas interested to lte extent of S,3oo, led to soute finte
delective work, hy 'Mr. Croft, of lte counpanv's force,
anîc officiais froin Scoti;înd Yard, wvhich tîîîearthed a
sertes o! frauds extludiitg over a period o! several
ycars. The fatiter of' Cuihuier. lle citie! rogue, was
!outut to have practiccdl a sysîttlie gante o! bcating
te iîisîîraiiC.ý Colipanlies (lating hack tweîtv.flre ycars,

and il appeared ltaI lte soli 1iî1d eveti iînproved oit file
successfül tactics of lteold iiait. coveriîîg up lus tracks
.skii!tuiIy. It is -,aid l1it duriing te pnst twenîy-five
years the rintg have causcd about Soo lires, and itave
def'rauded lte îisurauice contpaîtics t0 te extent cf
ieariy S45o,ooo. The fe-ilo's %vere cither very stuart

or lte cotttpatîies very dul1.

A ono01) DEAti lias been said and writlen, sonte of il
o lte purpose, ot te subilject of !zafe building con-

structioti. 0f anc tiig ail xwcll iiifornted, - idcrnwriters
are at icast sure, and flinat is tîtait a systetti of cc'ist rce-
licît is clearly practicathle, wvhich wouid inaterially
lessen the lire loss iii any givent case. Expert inv'es-
tigation lias shtown lte defects o! uttucli of our mtodern
building, aîîd nhanuy excellenît suggestions for improve-
meut liave becît ittade--oitly occasionaily to, be
followed. A few days ago thtere %vas convened in
Ncw York a meetinig couiposed o! delegates from lh*e
National Board cf Pire ITiidenwriters, lte Atuerican


