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first saw tho venison the molecul.ir motion of your brain created
tho desire to possesi, and orer tbf', subjective proceai you hiad noa
conta-el, nor volition in ite prodaction. It wvas as nccssary a
reanit of tho conditions as tha.t two and. two make four. The
sanio appies with cqual force te the aversion which succedod the
daire. You had no control aver it. Your sense ,f sanoil acting
instinctiveiy produced the impression on your brain.

This action of your brajai was flot tho restit of your baeet or
'wil1. It was muchanical. It imniediately gave riso to the feeling
of aversion, and what did yen do or could you do in the case buit
obey the impuilse?1 This iii truco of the wbolo of the activities of
the fivo sonses covcring the whole ground of s9nsation. and porcep-tion. Eqaaaliy dots it hoid fin the province of muaon and refiection.
Wo must accept the strongest oviulanco of aur sonsezs, and the
strongest inteliectual evidenceo our minds. For instance, if 1
an asked the color of a pieco of papor which appears cme owhiite
1 nnuwer whiteo, andi no argument, peirsuasion or cuercion will
avail to change rny mind until t.he object shall appear te me ta be
soute otber color. 'Whon, in semoe cases, the reason corrects _faire
appearances te tho sensos, the true conclusion arrived ait is as
ilecessaril!, accepted as the falso appearance wua in the absence of
the ovidence to tho contrary. WVe boie, for exaniple, tram
nppearances thraugh the sonsos. that the sun mfoves round the
carth until wo beomna coni'incedl by abstract thought that sucb is
r.ot the case. Thera is no freedomt of will ini titha±r state. In the
first wo involuntarii y nccept ampearancez tbrough the stases, and.
in the second wo as involuntariiy rejeet tho appoarances as faîte
tba-ough the l.gher faculties of r-easn. There are mnaity aduit
persans ln civilized life who do Dot yet believo t.hat it is the earth
and not the Sun that moves Whyl Bocauso tbey bavo only
accepted such ovidenco as bas been prescrated, or scii as tlieir
minds are capable of rcccivinP'. Tboy belicvo what appears te
thoir senses to bo true, net l>eing ablo intellectually te grasp) the
anathomatical domonstration of its falsity. Bariley mays:
"Evcr.y proposition presented ta the mIina, the ternis et which
are understood, nocessariiy occasions cither belief, disbelief or
doubtC"

.2YecearU.y occasions, renoniber, independcntly of aur wili. If
it bo the latter, viz, doubtwbvicb is occasioncd, furtbcr reflçct.ion
and light may restait in ccrtainty. .And the ultimate conclusion,
'whataver it nxny bo, lsans sîecesarily occasioned as tbc preceding
doubt iras. If 1 place mny band tapon !ce I gct tho impression o!
celd. Lte tho" fate-wmu" advocato do thosavatu, and thon try by tho
exorciseocf bis "froc wiii,"1 te persuade hianstif that the ice la Dot
cold. HO wiii doubticas oxclaim tbat this test i% as absurd ans it
is unfair 1 It is neitber, for this reasan :-If ho is d-frea - to
"chang~e bis intelioctual conv«ictions by the exorcise of bis 'wiIl ho
can likcwise change his pbysical impressions by the aid or bis
will. He dlaimts t.hat ho is fro te bzlieco or disbclicve a given
proposition or doctrine irbon presentod te Lis mind. iN.ow, if ho
;can l'y the rercisa or bis 41frec wiii"' believo irbat appears te bis
,rcason as untrue, Le can aise1 by the exorcise o! bis 4,frec wii,"
diabeliet-o tho physical impression cf cola irben bc places bis
band ixpon the lo. Tho enn would bo no marc nor lems absizrd
thtan thc other.

(To bc contiueud.)
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N~OTES AND EXTR&OTS.

Xt fIL F. 1LYsruuVOcD.

Thr. mnrality of th.i NScir Tcstaaucnt, it is eften c'Iaimecd, is cid-
dence of its sulrbunan orngin. But it has bec 7shjowa tinte and

gaatliat ovcay moral se'ntimnt in that book was taught agcs 1
bforeit wus wnttcen, ini Eý,U,t, in. Inaia, in Grecc and, Romne. 1

Thoe golden rulè, thec foa-i,ncms cf cnernies, the brothcrhood oaf
.M=, the fatherhwod of~ Goa. se1i-examinaticn, rrnunuiation, weoi
eil old doctines and taclaings whlen Jeans lived. lin nover taugbt
*ono Dow doctrino o.- Prôcept, and tho dleagy ougIt te 1-n3w it n
:bave Ubec cador to admit lt. jo=u pacba.bly ncvr ndcan

1 dlaini te originality in the moral proceptit ho taugit. But front
thae pulpit statoments ena wouid supp)loso Liant men nover l.newv
îvhat the forgivenoss of enenuies, daing gaod for ovii, aînd oxamin-

Iing theoir dispositions and motives anoant. until Jesus opened bis
aaaouth.

Mucli bas bum. said and irritten about tho prophecios of tho
Bible. Tho Freethinker bas a riglit te demand evidonce that amy
Bible propbecy appealed te in proof of inspiration iras uttored or
recorded befaro the avent predicted occurrad ; that the et-ont was
beyond the power of man te forosec; that te prophecy bas net
becu chnnged te correspond wvith tieoeveait; that tho accouait of
theoavent, has mot been niodifiod, te conform, te the propbecy ; that
tha prophecy is in dosa-, unambiguotis lainguage, and does flot admit
of application te differont avents. Are thero auy such prophec~ies
in te Bible 1J

Tito follawing passage is front Bucklc's IlHIistory of Civilization
i.nEngland :» "YL iLis a zidont thatuntil doubt beg-an, progres
,.vas imipossible. For, as me havoe carly seen, dia aidranco of
civilization solely depanded on te acquisitions made by the
human intellect, and un the extont te irbicit those acquisitions ara
diffusad. But mon who are perfectly satisfiod witb their owrn
kaîcawledgo will nover attempt te incroaso it. Mon irbo are per-
fectlr cc.nvinccd of the accmaracy of t.heir opsiîions wiii nover take
the pains cf examining tho basis on whir.h. I.hey are built. They
loak ahtvays witli monder, xund often çvith horrer, on î-iows con-
trarv te, those, which they inaaerited f-rnt their fathers; anad wbile
the.y are in this stAto of raind it is impossible that tlaey should
receivo any nom trutit whicla intcrforcs wtril thef r foregono con-
clusions. On titis account it is, Liant althougli the acquisition cf
fi-esa knowledge is. tihe neccssarv precursor cf eveiy step in social
pro-rs, asncb acquisition must itself bo preceded by a love of in-
quiry, and thoreforo by a spirit of doubt; becasuao without doubt
theo wiii bc no inquiry, and withour. inquiry Lucre wiii ho no
k-nowledgc. For knowlecge is not au inoat and paassivo principlo

Iwhich comnes to us miactîer wo will or ne; but it mnust be sought
befare it can ho won; it 2s tho product of gacat labor, and thera-

Ifore of gret sacrifice. Anmd it la absurd te Suppose that mon mili
incur the labor and niake the sacrifice for subjecta respecting
wiich thry are already perfcctiy content. Thoy irbo do met foc!
Ltao darkncss wili nover look for tho liglit. If en amy point me
have attainod te certainty wo makae no fua-thor iraquiry on that
point, bhcmmae inquiry 'vould ho uselcss or perbaus dangerous.
Tho doubt anust interreno befare the investigation ean bKgin.
lc ae, then, wo have the ncet deubtiag as tha originator, or, nt
ail ovents, the nectsaary a-atecodent, of ail pro--resa Here wo
have that slhePlticisan, the vecay nanto of whicit is'an abonainttion
te tho ignonant, becatiso ii dîsturbs their iazy and compincent
minds, becamasa it troubles tiacir cherisbed Superstition, bc-cause it
imposes on mentm tho fatigue of inquiry, aud becausa it rouses oven
sltiggish understanding to ask if things are as tbev ara eammonly
supposed, and if ai is rwally trac mbich thliY frant their chitdhe
hava been tatight ta beliave "

Mm Elizabeth Don ton, wifbocf the mcll-kcxown Spiritualist,
'%Va. Denton, sy -'To mny aj;prcbonsion Sjiritualism and
Christianity -st on tire sameobisîi y'r., an unprovon asuxnptiout.

Il * But the bvpotboais o! a continuod, conscoon, individ-
xîaliscod spirit cxistencc, indcr.ondont of the muatcaial foran, 1 a-e-
gard mot only as unproven but as unprovablo by any nacthod o!
wviicli we ane at pa-osont *onzit Il X ur cai 1 sec tbat
ire arc -aife in aeclaring thmoe phonomona (sucb as mnay bc gennine>
duo to any farce outsido of ourselvers, tutil we a either trace
tbena te the so.urce frein 'wh'nco t]aey cmanate, or trutululiy awsrt
that ivro ha-o at last ccnapassed alla tho lsbilitit<s of the human
iniidmial, ana k~now that tlaey arc duo te nanae of those." Sito
:%dds that ' ther mnust bo men and wmn mnla wSa-i. licarts and
carnest, honest purposes tvbo çriilf carImsly hock tis question in
tire face, ana dare te )know the trumth, tiacugi it cost tiacin many a
fondm- cberislaed boe "ý-7js £r,ZaUin.

Tho follomirg, froua smcilct,ý gives semo iata or %bc intmn-


