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first saw tho venison the molecular motion of your brawn created
the desiro to possess, and over this subjective process you had ne
control, nor volition in its prodaction. It was as nccessary a
reult of tho conditions a8 that two and two make four. The
samo applies with equal force to tho aversion which succeeded the
desire.  You had no control overit. Your sonse of smell acting
instinctively produced the impression on your brain.

This action of your brain was not the result of your behest or
will. It was mechanical. It immediately gave riso to the feeling
of aversion, and what did you do or could you do in the case but
obey tho impulse? This is true of the wholo of the activities of
the five senses covering tho whole ground of sensation and percep-
tion. Equally does it hold in the province of reason and refloction.
Wo must accopt the strongest evidenco of our sonses, and the
strongest intellectual evidence of our minds. For instance, if I
am asked the color of a piece of paper which appears to mo white
I answer white, and no argument, persuasion or coercion will
avail to change my mind until the object shall appear to me to be
somo other color. "When, in somo cases, the reason corrects false
appearances to tho senses, the true conclusion arrived at is as
nscessarily accepted as the false appearance was in the absenco of
tho ovidenco to tho contrary. Wo beliove, for example, trom
appearances through the senses, that the sun moves round tho
carth until wo become convinced by abstract thouyht that such is
rot tho case. There is no frecdom of will in cither state.  In the
first wo involuntarily accept appearances through tho senses, and
in tho sccond wo us involuntarily reject tho appearances as false
through tho lLigher faculties of reason. There aro many adult
persons in civilized Jife who do not yet believe that it is the earth
2nd not tho sun that moves Why? Becauso they have only
accepted such ovidenco as has been presented, or such as their

. minds are capablo of receivine. Thoy heliove what appears to
their senses to be true, not being ablo intellectually to grasp the
methematical demonstration of its falsity. Bailey says:—
4 Every proposition presented to thke mind, the terms of which
t&m I:mdcrstood, necessarily occasions cither belief, disbelief or

oubt.”

Necessarily occasions, remember, independently of our will, If
it bo tho latter, viz, doubt which is occasioned, furtbcr reflection
‘aud light may resull in certainty. And the ultimate conclusion,
whatever it may bo, is as necessarily occasioned us the preceding
doubt was. If I placo my hand upon ice I get tho impression of
cold. Let tho* free-will” advocato do tho samv, and then tryby tho

* exerciso of his “{ree will,” to persuado himself that the iceis not
cold. Ho will doubtless oxclaim that this test is as absurd as it
isunfair! 1t is neither, for this reason :—1If he is * freo” to
change his intelloctual convictions by the cxercise of his will ho
«can likewise chauge his physical improssions by tho aid of his
will. Ho claims that ho is freo to believe or disbelieve a given
“proposition or doctrino when presented to Eis mind.  Norw, if ho

.can by the exerciso of his * freo will ” Lelieve what appears to bis

reason as untrue, bo can also, by the exerciso of his * free will,”
disbelievo tho physical impression of cold when ho places his
hand upon the ice. Tho one would be no more nor less absund

" than tho other.
(7o be continued. )
SeLnr, November, 1977,
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NOTES AND EXTRACTS.

RY B. F. UNDERWOOD,

The morality of thy New Testawent, it is often daimed, is evi-
denco of its superhuman origin.  But it has been shown time and
again that overy moral sentiment in that book was taught ages
before it was wntten, in Egspt, in India, in Greoco and Reme.
Tho golden rule, tho forgicencss of cnemies, the brothechood of
oun, tho fatherhood of God, sclf-examinaticn, renundiation, were
all old doctrines and teachings when Jesus lived. Ho nover taught
c¢no new doctrins o procept, and tho clergy ought to know it and
Bavo tho candor to admit it. Jesus probably nover msde any
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claim to originality in the moral procepts ho taught. But from
the pulpit statements one would supposc that men naver knew
what the forgiveness of enemies, doing good for evil, and examin-
ing their dispositions and motives meant until Jesus opened bis
mouth.

Much bas been said and written about the prophecies of tho
Bible. The Freethinker has a right to demand ovidence that any
Bible prophecy appealed to in proof of inspiration was uttered or
recorded beforo the event predicted occurred ; that the evont was
beyond the power of man to foroseo; thut the prophecy bas not
been changed to correspond with tho eveut ; that the account of
the ovent has not been modified to conform to the prophecy ; that
tho prophecy is in clear, unambiguous language, and does not admit
of application to different ovents. .Are there any such prophecies
in the Bible?

The following passage is from Buckle's ** History of Civilization
in England:” ¢ Yetit is esident that until doubt began, progress
was impossible. For, as we have clearly scen, the advance of
civilization solely depended on thuo acquisitions mado by the
human intellect, and un the extent to which thoso acquisitions are
diffusedd. But men who are perfectly satisfied with their own
kuowledge will never attempt to increase it. Men who are per-
fectly convinced of the accuracy of their opiznons will never take
the pains of examining the basis on which *hey are built. They
look always with wonder, nd often with horrer, on views con-
trary to those which they inuerited from their fathers; und while
they are in this state of mind it is impossiblo that they should
receive any new truth which interfores with their foregone con-
clusions. On this account it is, that although the acquisition of
fresh knowledge is tho necessary precursor of every step in social
progress, such acquisition must itself be preceded by a love of in-
quiry, and therefore by a spirit of doubt; becauso without doubt
there wiil be no inquiry, and without inquiry there will bo no
. knowledge. For knowledge is not an inert and passive principle
which comes to us whether we will or no; but it must be sought
beforo it can be won ; it 13 tho product of gicat labor, and there-
foro of great sacrifice. And it is absurd to suppose that men will
incur the labor and mako tho sacrifice for subjects respecting
which they aro already perfectly content. They who do not feel
tho darkness will never look for tho light. If on any point we
havo attained to certninty wo make no further inquiry on that
point, because inquiry would bo useless or perhaps dangerous.
Tho donbt must interveno before the investigation can begin.
Here, then, wo have the act of doubting as tho originator, or, at
all ovents, tho necossary antecedent of all progress. Here wo
have that skepticism, the vers namo of which is an abemination
to tho ignorant, becauso it disturbs their lazy and complacent
minds, becauso it troubles their cherished superstitions, becauso it
imposes on them the fatigue of inquiry, and becauso it rouses even
sluggish understanding to ask if things arc as they ars commonly
supposed, and if all is roally true which they from their childhood
bavo been taught to beliove ”

Mrs. Elizabeth Denton, wifo of the well-known Spiritualist,
Wm. Deaton, says.—*To wy apprehension Spiritualism and
Cbristianity rest on tho samo basis) viz,, an unproven assumption.
* * + Batthe hypothesis of a continued, conscious, individ-
nalized spirit existenco, independent of the material form, I re-
grnd not only as unproven but as unprovable by any method of
which wo aroat present cogvizant. * * Nor can I sec that
wo arc wfo in declaring these phenomena (suchas may be gennine)
duo to any forco outsido of oursclves, until wo can citker traco
them to the souree from whenco they cmanate, or truthiully assert
| that wo ha'o at last compassed all tho jessibifities of the human
| individual, and know that they are duo to nono of these.” Sho
} adds that ** thero must bo men and women with war. hearts and
| carnest, honest purposes who will fearlessly look this question in
I the face, and dare to know tho truth, theugh it cost them many a
fendly cherished hope "—T%e Lecdution.

Tho following, from Smollett, gives somo idea of the intem-




