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ance to such a sentiment, and what is more,
I believe it was incorrect, I believe that the
greater part of the subscribers were jgnorant
that we had got any thing from l-giulifax,
and that their liberality flowed in the sincero
desire of secing tho Church at Moncton pros-
per. T used the expression af the moment
without giring it much consideration, and, at
most, mcant to say, in a strong way, tha
I believed that the example of Halifax had
not been without its effect on St. John as I
trust the example of St. John will not be
without its effect on other places. This was
stating a perfectly christian and seriptural
motive, but even this, I admit, I had no
right to say, for I had no ground for doing
0, save that it is well koown that, in such
cases, a good exawple has a good effect.

By publishigg this explunatory letter in
the next number of the Moathly Record
you will oblige, Rev. and dear Sir,

Yours truly,
Wizniast Musxay,
Rev. John Martin.

Fditor of the Halifax Monthly Record,
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Presbytery of Halifax.

A meeting of the Presbytery of Halifax,
1 conncetion with the Church of Scotland,
was held in St. Matthew’s chureh, on Wed.
nesday the 1st of October, and was consti-
tuted by prayer. Present—the Rev. John
Scott, moderator, and the Rev. John Martin,
ministers. Mr. John Watt presented his
commission as representative Elder from
St. Matthew’s charch session, which being
sustained, his name was ordered to be added
to the roll. Mr. Jawes Thomson, being pre-
sent as the late representative of St. An.
drew’s church session, was invited to sit as
a member of the court, till a representative
be chosen by that session for the current
year.

The Moderator reported that, in obedience
to the injunctions of Presbytery, he had
preached in St. Andrew’s church, on Sab-
bath the 20th July, and intimated the
Church vacant in conscquence of Mr, Mar-
tin'’s resignation of that charge on his ap-
pointment to the office of superintendent of
Missious. Mr. Martin stated that, as dircct.

vd by the Presbytery, be had supplied St.
Andeew’s pulpit regularly till the arrival of
Missionaries from Scotland, who bad since
furnished a supply of sermon, till the present
time.

The Rev. James Wilson, ordained Mis-
sionary, and the Rev. George Boyd, Preach-
er of the Gospel, were then introduced to
the Presbytery by the Rev. Mr. Martin,
and baving presentcd extracts of their license
and other documents, and of their appoint-
ments by the Colonial Committee as Mis.
sionaries - within-the -bounds of the Synod
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of Nova Scotia, which were read and comi-l
dered highly satisfactory, they were ad.|
mitted as preachers within the bounds, and
assured thut the Presbytery wero desirous
to render them all due support, assistance
and cncouragement in the Lord.

Tho superintendent of Missions then re-
ported that he had visited and preached at
a pumber of places in the vicinity of Halifux
and on the railroad, and he recommended the
following as suitable preaching stations which
claimed particular attention trom this court:
Lawrencetown, Rutherford’s School House,
Truro Road, Little River, Musquodoboit,
and Meagber’s Grant. The Presbytery re-
ceived this report with much satisfaction,
approved of Mr. Martin’s diligence in visit-
ing these stations, and directed Messrs, Wil-
son and Boyd to supply St. Andrew’s church
pulpit aud the forementioued stations alter-
nately till the next ordinary meeting. The
Presbytery appointed the Moderator to meet
with and moderato in the session of St. Au-
drew’s church till next meeting. There
being no other business hefore the court
the Presbytery then adjourned, to nwet in
this place on the first Wednesday of Novem-
ber, and the proceedings were closed with
prayer.

~———

Notice.

Induced by encouraging prowises of in-
creased support from various quarters in
this and the adjoining Provinces, the Pro-
prietors of this Periodical have decided upon
continuing its publication for another year.
They roust, however, still urge upon their
numerous Agents and friends, the neoessity
of endeavoring to increase the circulation of
the Paper ; and, with the Editor, they pro-
mise in return to do all in their power to
render it a useful and permanent auxiliary
in the advancement of the interests and wel-
fare of our Church, a8 also a welcome visi-
tant in cvery family.
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LATEST INTELLIGENCE

Reformatory Institutions for Juvenile
Delinquents,

The objeets of the National Reformatory
Union are now no doubt, fully noderstood.
For years persons concerned in the adminis-
tration of justice have deplored their own
inability to remedy a greatevil. They bave
seen children of tender age brought before
them charged with "begging and pilfering in
the strects. They have seen boys little
more advanced in life placed in the dock to
auswer for such offeaces as theft, bouse-
breaking, and even highway robbery and
horse stealing. The whole apparatus of cri-
minal justico was brought into action to
punish an igoorant, depraved, and stunted
child, Judges, counsel, attorveys, clerks,

|was determined to grant freedom fo consier

while the charge of felony was mada oyt
against the miserable little oreature, why
had formerly pleaded * Not Guilty," ap)
would bo presently asked what he had to s
why ho should not receive judgment accord.
ing to law. How deficient and inapplicats
the sentence would be every ono knew, The
boy could hardly be called o fit objent fy

unishment in the sense of retributipy,
g’Vhat notion had he of morality or Ly
Born in a cellar, brought up by a burglar o
footpad father and a mother drunken o
worse, crime had been his only notion of 1y
occupation, He had looked to stealing s
his natural maintenance, and his highest cop.
ception of an exploit was a skilful evasion ot -
the police.  Yet till lately there was nothin;
but to sentence him according to act of Par
liament. Great latitude is allowed
Judges, and it is unnecessary 10 say that the
Court could not pass n severe sentenceon
child; the prisoner had his one month's¢
three months’ imprisonment, and there wa
an cnd of the matter. But all accustomal
to the business knew what must be the resglt

The boy would go into prison bad, and cons
out worse, or at least in a werse positics
The brand of felony would wo un hin
He would have graduated to crime, anl
become permancntly a member Jf the oot
cast class which lives by depredation. I
a short time he would be in Court again. 4
former conviction would be put in, and ke
Judge, with some severe remarks, wood
sentence him to six or twelve months of o=
finement. Released, he would be at hiscd
work again, till, in early manhood, his carer
was closed by the hulks, the penal coleay,
or the gallows. It was impossible to alia
this to go on without some attempt ata cure
Three years since transportation was pir
tially abolished, and prison discipline at hsne
substituted as a puvishment. To relievetl:
jails, rather than from avy higher motire, i

long before the full term of their senicoes
had been accomplished. But, in order 0
avoid the evils which the presence of releasd
felons causes in other conntries, it waspess
sary to try some scheme of reformation &t
both young and adults. For the latter the
period of imprisonment is alooe availabh,
but children might be legitimately placed
under tatelage, even without the commisxe
of ap offence. Every pavent has a righto
send his son to a school or to bind himapprer
tice, and the State might fuirly exerc
this power when it was negiceted by thes
tural guardians. So the Legislature 3
length determined to interfere. Byt
law, asitstands now, magistrates may sl
‘boys not exceeding sixtcen years of age
reformatories for a period not longer !
five years. The State grants weckly 5
the support of each, and codeavours !
vecover the sum from the parents of
child. These may be summoned and

pelled to pay, if able, and 8o far as the Iy
bas been carried into effect, it is found
a very large proportion of the pareuts

and witnesses were engaged an hour or more

able, and will on compulsion pay the




