THE CHURCH OF SCOTI'LAND. &1

Ix the British parliament. the alrorbing question of the tenure of Irish land
fas tahen precedence of education. Many of the Irish Tndlovds mie confined
to their own houses from fear of assassination. and in some connfies there exists
areiyn of tevror. The people faney th it the land is <o fir their own that they
Laldd it under an old fendal tenure and shondd pay no rent. It i< said dhat the
Government intend to push torward their Tand bill to a third re adine betore
Laster. The leadership of’ the Conservatives in the Haouse of Lords has been
deelined by the Farl of Derby. A motion ™ been tabled in the Commons by
Mr. Beaumont, that bishops be relieved frome aitting in the Upper House.
The motion of Mr. Gladstone, that. as O’Donovan Rossi conld not take hissea
in the House of Commons. a new wiit be issaed for Tipperary. was earried by
avote of 301 to 810 Leading statesmen in Britain have lage I\ ¢ \pn-w*u them-
w m\ as opposed to any separiation hetween England and her Colenies. They
are viewed as specially important asa ficld of emigration for the masses of’ the
over-peopled mother country. At a meeting held on Jan. 26, to promote
pational emigration. letters were read trom several gentlemen en this suhjeet
M lmm).\(m poet Tawreate, wrote:—+ [ eannot belicve that ministers enter-
tain for & moment the suicidal policy mrilmlvd to them s rather wonld T think
that they are occupied with that vital question. how to make Englind and her
Colonics oie body and one soul.”  Mr. Fronde and Mr. Mill n\pw«ml them-
seves stll more strongly o the same sense. No - one, who has lived for any
length of time ina North American Colony. can fail to see that some plan of

*eloser union is necessary to the preservation of' the integrity of” the empire. A
calonist is neither a Briton nor an American. What i« he ? Define him @ for

e sadly wants definition. Mre. Bright has been alirmingly unwell from excess
of work, but is reported better. Politieal agitation is hard work.

Tuk absorbing religious topie i= the so-called Ecumenieal Council. But no
one can tell anything about it: as these plotters againat this poor worlds peace
do their work i a seeresy gnarded at every point. Dro Dollinger. the ablest
Roman Catholic divine in- Germany, has refuted the intallibilitv-dogma. - The
Jesuit organs call him Anti-Christ. Assemblies are no anthorits upon trath
which owex its discovery and maintenance to individual men. The councilis a
scene af plots and despotism. - Many of the Lishops complain that the amrange-
ments deprive them of an mdopt ndent voice. It s said that M. Bismark pro-
prses i puhhc condemnation of the Pope's famons Syllabus, in which modern
T n]'urc is anathematised.

i patronage Committee of the € lmrc]l of & otland have prepared their
Fepor t,. l]nc prmmpal wints of which are: « 1. That the (I.mn for the abolition
ot ln -patronage bas becore hereditary in thc Church: 2. That it is asked as
& mitter of justice s 3. That tlw present circumstances of the country make the
Teguiest A reason: lbk- one That the claim ix urged in the interest of the
whole community.”  The lh~]>n!ul settlement in Alloa gives occasion for the
waal buffoonery in such cases.

THERE s much excitement in this provinee. owing to the dismissal of
Mr Rand, Superintendent of Education. The essential thing to be kept in
view is. that no religious hody has, under the present Constitution. a richt to
sepacate schools, and ic shoulil be at onee thoroughly understond that no one
denomination shall have them. Separate schools are a most dangerons reli-
gions establishment.

To 2l appe arance a fearful calamity has come wpon us in the disappear-
ance of the steamship = City of Boston,” which sailed from Halifax on the 28th
Jan. Most deeply do we sympathise with anxious and weeping relatives., trust-
ing that they may have = the consalations of God.”

A GREAT man has fallen in the late Dr. Matheson of Montreal.  Muny will
remember his visit here about fourteen years ago. He was 2 most uncompro-
mm]nt'dmrdmmn. and enjoyed, at the same time, the deepest love and respect
of all A.



