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VENqTILATIONq.-As the better ventilation of every
apartment iii every dwefling-bouse, especially those
appropriated as sleeping apartmnents, would be
higbly conducive to health and comfort, permit
me-to describe a simple means by which this rnay
be effected, at littie expense, in every apartment
of aur dwellings, as also in shops, scbools, hos-
pitais, factories, churches, and other publie build-
ings, as weil as in those buildings al@o appropria-
ted to animais of various kinds, and equally ap-
plicable in old as in new buildings.

A fariner, on a small scale, who had inade a
eilar bis dairy, found the milk and butter would
flot kcep sweet, owing to some offensive sineil in
the ceilar, of which, for a long time, hie in vain
endeavoured to find the cause. The farmer then
turtied his mind to making a vent or escape for
this offe2nsive air; to effeet whicb lie made a hole
in the ceiling large enough to receive a fuinnel,
the large end or rnouth of which he turned down-
vards, and well plastered to the ceiling, so that
air could e scape oniy tb rougb the futinel; to the
other end he attatcb ed a long siali tube, 'which
he conveyed along a joist above the ceiling, and
out through the main wall of the building. To
the great joy of the fariner, the cellar or dairy
vas thus rendered perfectly free frotn smell, aud
the milk and butter would keep sweet.

Curiosity, however, induced the fariner to
mnount a ladder and appiy bis nose to the emal
tube outside the building, when hie found issue
from it an excessively offensive stench.

It bas lately been diseovered that the llesh of
animaIs, vhich are killed in the mniddle of the
night, vili keep mnuch longer than it will when
they are killed in the day time; and it is, for this
reason, preferred by those vho prepare potted
ineats. This circumstance is very singular; for
it proves that the flesh is fittest for keeping when
taken from the animal at, the time when the res-
piration is slowest and the temperature of the
animal lowest. It is well known that the fiesh
of animais which have been bard driven will not
keep at ail. Alfter what bas been stated, we need
flot be surprised, as this quiekens the respiration
and heightens the temperat'ire.-Dumas' C/remie.

Dumas, in bis "Applied Chemistry," bas urged
upon tbe French Governinent to undertake the
formation of canais, for the purpose of irrigation,
on an immense scale, tbroughout the country.-
He thinka this vould at once render France inde-

pendent of any foreign supply of corn and cattle.
lie attributes the richness of England's pastures,

and the beauty of bier cattie, ent»rely to the
numerous canais she possesses.-C. E.bD.

TEM&PERtATURE 0F THE GExlOUND.-"lA few years
ago a merchant at Yatutsk, in Siberia, of the
namne of Scurgin, began to isink a well, but found
tbe ground frozen so bard that be vas about to
give up the attempt. AdmiraI Von Wrangel, the
celebrated traveller, advised him to, proceed until
lie came to the bottoin of the icy ground; he did

s0, and Eent to the Academy of Sciences, of Saint
Petersburgb, a report of bis proceedings. He
had to dig tbrougli 382 Engiisb feet before hie
arrived at the loose and unfirozen soul; the wbole
of the vast intermediate mass of eartb being at a
temperature below the freezing point, and almost
uninfiuenced by summer beats ; the temperature
was about 18o Fahrenheit, 14 under the fireezing
point; or, in the language of gardeners, 149 of
frost, at a few feet below the surface of the
ground," and gradually increased with the depth,
until the freezing point was attained, at about tbe
depth mentioned above.

TEE. Tusstc-GitAs8.-At the iast meeting of
the Philosophical Society of Glasgow, a magnifi-
cent living plant or tussac of the Dactylis cSpi-
tosa, or tussac-grass, was exbibiied from the island
of Lewis, wbere it had bcen successfully cultiva-
ted by Mr. Smith, of Deanston, wbo superintenda
the improvements, which, witb equal enterprise
and munificence, the proprietor, Mr. Mathiesoin,
is introducing into that fine island. In the ab-
scence of Mr. Smith, the plant was ably descrihed
by Mr. William Gourlie, jun. The seed of the
plant, obtained from the Falkland Island, ini
vbicb the tussac grass is inrligepous, was sowa ini
the Lewis, in the spring of 1845, in pure inosS,
@imply delved, witb a sinall quantity of guano
thrown on the surface. Thirty-seven plants have
come to maturity, two of wbich cirried seed last
year. They grew in an enclosure fourteen yards
square, with a turf waîl six feet in height, situa-
ted within tbirty yards of the sea. The speci-
men now exhîbited measured three feet in circum-
ference close to the ground, and four feet in height,
many of tbe gracefully drooping leaves being froin
five to six feet in leingth. The plant is scarcely
less luxuriant than in its native island. The tue-
sac-grass was first brought into notice ini this
country by Sir William Jackson Hlooker, in his
notes on the botany of tbe Antarctic Expedition;
seeds and plants of the grass baving been sent
bomne by Dr. Josepb Hooper, the botanist to the
expedition, and vho possesses no smail share of
the scientific skill and entbusiasma of bis distin-
guisbed father. In the Falkland Islands it grows
in peaty souls, close to the sea. The wild cattle
and the horses of these Islands are extremely
fond of it, and wiul even eat dry bouse tbatch
wben composed of it, the basis of the culais
being grateful from their sweetisb nutty fiavour.
There can be no doubt that is tbe most valuable
plunt whicb bas been introduced into the country
for agricultitral purposes for niany jears, and it in
emrninently deserving of the attention of proprie-
tors wbo bave waste peaty land on the western
shores and Higbland lochs. Tbe specimen ci-
bibited to the Philisophical Society iii now depos-
ited in the Botanic Garden, where, we are sure,
Mr. Murray yull be glad to point out to the curi-
ous.-Glasgow Con8titutiorial.


