
fui were tiue emotions ot nuy dreaming soul that 1 awoke iii terror and
could only say in broken accents: " «Upon ail nien, 0 God, hiave
Mercy'
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Irish 1-istorical Balladse

T hiad been a chierishied purpose of the late Thomas DXX'-rcv
McGee. thian whorn no lzighUtier soul ever wroughlt for Irce
land or for Canada, to brin- togcther in mietrical forni flie
principal ev'ents iii the hiistory of Irelanid-to ivrite a ballad

chironicle of the islancl froni its earliest legendary seulement to th-,
dawn of our oivn er;s. He liad designed at le.ist one great epic on
the tragcdy of Clontarf ; and his nunierous poenis on lrishi subjects
drawn from the remote past and brcathin- aIl tlie ire andi vigor of
the earlier Celtic lyrists, hear intrinsic evidences of hiis desire to link'
thieni int a« continuous narrative. But lie nleyer lived to conmlete his
purpose ; and it ivas iefî for .Atbrcy de Vere in lhis beautiful poemn

"Ininiý fail, at Lvi ical Chiroilicle of Io;id, b0rin- to its successful
complirin the wokwhichi ile hiand of an ;is.sin prevented Thomias
D'Arcy McGee froni ;tciieving«, in its enîirety.

Irish hiistory is singularly richi in romantic episodeý-, and these
have given risc to litndrcds tif ballads, niany of tlien thc initial
attemipts of aspiring ivriters. Iiidced, it lias been said, biy the editor

ofa recent collection, thial out of these efforts a %whole nietrical bis-
tory of Ireland miighit be cons.,trticteLi-anid it %vould reniain fore-.-r .1
mionuimeta.l tribute t0 te poetic genius of ilie race, for it would comi-
prise at lcast a scire of volumes, al] of siîbstantial size. j*tally of the
finest poenis thait have ever been writ ten on Irish historica-l happenin--s
-ballads that. have in ilhen the glowv of fire zand tule ring of steel-
find no place in -iinv of the anthologies or "poctical trensiîries " issued
fromi tinie t0 timie in Dublin, New York or London by enterprising
publishers. The songs ;r.d ballads of Robert Dwyvt-r Joyce, for
instatnce- -a ivriter whlo, ir~ mielodious verse, illumin.-ted the 01(1
le-ends et Irelarad's past witti the play of :i brilliant fancy-were
allow1ed, aftcr passing ilhroughi onc or twvo editionis, to Sink
into that obscure state expresscd ini Uhe publisliers' catalogues by the
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