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sels carpets, marbie washi-stands and dre ss ing-t ables, and ail these
coinforts while, whirlingr along over hill and dale ; through luxuriant
foresis and tangled weed-bound swamps-over undulating praries like
flic rolling sea-alkali plains, arid as thle Sahiara desert-thiroug-,h
mouintain gorges and over hilly spurs, ani deep defiles, and yawvning
canyons, and placid rivers, and roaring eataracts, until the same pass-
eurs ttnd flic sane car that left New York are landed on San Fran-
cisco wharf', within thirty feet of tlic Pacifie, and in one short week.
Now, look at tlie other side of flic picture. 1 need flot tell of the lior-
rors of' the Il middle passage " across thec plains-of' the thousands of
lives that were lost by famine, disease and the tomahiawkv--or of the
discoinf'orts and tediousness of a voyage around flic Terra del Fuego,
'but I remember weIl, as if' it were yesterday, flic miseries of tlic way
by Cliagrep. 1 was thien in miy teeils, and like other young men, hope-
ful and ardent. 1 also plunged into the mighty torrent of emigration
elto the West." The old Crescent City steamship took out -%vith us
nine hundi'ed souls of ail nationalities and tongues; there wvas searcoi
standing room, and the "lspoon fasliion " mode of' packing hiad to bc
adopted, not only between docks, but also on tlie deek and in tlic open
air. Grîîmbling, oaths and quarrols were the order of' flic day. The
deep guttural of flie Gormnan-the sharp aceented tones of tho Freneh-
nian-the mellifluous notes of tlie Spaniard, Portugese and Italian-
thue patois of the Freneh Canadian, and the ITnbrew of' the Jew, were
at that time sanserit to nie, swore thoy evt., roundly, but I have
nio doubt Pandlemonium w'as a respectable place to tlie hold and deck
of this ship. After ten days of sea-sickness and disgusting scones, a
homo-sick swain miglit have beeu seen in the miserable village of
Chagres-standing, thie pietuire of desýair, in the midst of mud the
Most tenacuous, and rain tho nîost pitiless, and lightning and tluunder
the nîost intense,-and native women, and mon and childron, the most
nude and barbarous, and ugl,,y and shameless, as ever the suni shione on.

Tlenatives are a mongrel race of Indians and Negroos and Spaniards,
and possossing eunning and rascality in a superlative degree. The
liouses of these villages are composed of bamboo for walls, and rushes
for roofs. Windows and cluimucys are almost unknown, and dirt the
Miost filthy was in abundance on ail hauds. Trhe river Chagres emp-
tics into the Carribean Sea at this point, and on a bold rocky promon-
tory, overlooking flhe surrounding country, wvas built several centuries
agro, by thec Spaniards, a formidable fortress called San Lorenzo.
Beautiful cannon made of silvor, and a brass amalgam, stili overtop
thle parapets, but some of tiieni, in Mere wantonness, liave been cast
over the precipice, and are sticking in crevices of tile rocks. The
place w'as several tintes, in its history, taken by the buceaneers, whose
resort wvas flhe Ise of Pineq, but now, battiements, casemnts, maga-
-Zines, fossoe and sahient angles, are one mnass of ruins.

XVith the exception of small patelues of rie and sugar-cane, the luxui-
riant and boundless forest wvas everywvhere. The air 'vas loaded with
the most delicicus perfume from orange groves, pine-apple plants,
and tlie laden lemon and limie trocs. 1 left Canada frost-bound and
snow-covered in April, and in twelve days aftor ivas revelling in the
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