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:reat:d fThrough the kindness of the Rev. R. P.
b h .'ék.y weare enabled to lay before oor
y the aders this Interestiog  and most en.
Veekly, ¥ ouraglog letter  received from the Rev,
BRI onathan Goforth,—EDITOR.]
I Obaog te Fu, Honan, Feb, 23rd, 1896,
RE The days of blessiog continue., These
on y Bisys the people throng us. It is not only
)

[ dle curlosity which brings some of them,

tog 1o Biot a day passes but some come to eaquire

B Gioltely about the doctrine, Itis so easy

withy otell such of tbe way of life. So many
%

% omen come these days that I have to help
{13, Goforth to talk to them. I speak fora
B vileto the women that shemayrest, thenXgo
Bt to the chapel to talk tothe men. This is
BB eot up from morning to night. It Is heavy
Reork, but {tls grand to use all our strength in
B¢ Master's service. Mr. MacGlllivray, what
B |11 teaching a class of enqulrers, and speak-
Bog several times each day in the chapel, is
Brotked to the uttermost. Thisis a great
Boporulty for reaching the women. Some-
Rnes dozens of them are here at a time.
B is perfectly proper for me to speak to
Bber, with my wife at my side. It has been
jpur pririlege to see the manifest sigas of
1 0ly Ghost power among them, None Eut
erini ;e Holy Spirit could open these hearts to
sadger Ire the truth, as we see some recelving
K every time we speak. I never saw any-
Riiog approaching toitin previoul years.
Ri cheers us beyond measure and makes us
Roofidest that God is golng to save many
beople in this place, We are greatly rejoic-
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e et ez over Mr. Au, Dr. Menzle's teacher. He

Thert ;S ¢ (ately come out on the: Lord's side, It

b B a trylog thiog for him to confess Christ in
899

jis home and native city. He isa B.A.,
:d will probabiy meet with much opposi-
o from his fellow.students in the city. He
d beea searching for light, bat it was not
otil about two weeks ago, on the Chinese
BNew Year eve, that he determined to cast
o bis lot with Chrlist's followers, Some
ays later we noticed that he was troubled
Bbont something, and tried to cheer and

kets
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swer; .
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shamt - SR 1 fort bim, He has now told us the cause
ARt SBIhis trouble. 1t seems that as soon as his
asbe Sbyer mother and elder brother found out
’,ey a:: fat he bad become a  Christian they were

stly enraged, and forbade bhim ever
hentloning the doctrise in thelr hearing,
BBt sald be : ¢ The last twodays my parents
Jure so changed that they have asked me to

st -

thers -3 121 to them this new way, and are now
e IRECCTIOR the books with me.” Mr. An seem:
hnexe: ) 10 foll of joy when he told me this, and

giid : I might just as well have tried to

urn heaven and earth, as to have tried

hied to move my pareats. Itis traly the

gherk of the Holy Spirit,

) TlLursday evening, Feb. 27th, 1896.

@ This has been the most glorious day of

7PS ¥lsiog among the women. Twenty or
iy seemed more or less deeply impressed

utke course of the day. 1 can only com-

Teal”
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s fol-

jue what we saw this afternoon to a scepe
} UK S a0 Inquiry room, In the note dated a few

1St Sys ago, 1 spoke of M, An’s conversion,—
el to-day his mother, wifeand sister-in-
v, all came, and before they weat away
e old lady, along with othsers, exclaimed
trily we have been worshipping devils in-
head of God.”  Jesus, by the power of the
Foly Splrlt, is enabling us to lift Him up,
2d he isdrawing all men uoto himself.
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HEBRIDES.
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NGUNA.—Mr. Milne writes :** The work
g vy encoaraging just now on Nguoa.
tirly all the remaining heathen are com-
07 inand I am trusting pext year to be
1eto report that not a heathen is left on
gtlland, Muck progress is also belng
dton Emen. A splendid eagernessto
Jout to new fields on heathen islands is:
PTY bythe Ohristian Ngunese.”

mir N MALERULA—The Rev.T. W.. Legat
thet ‘SR been able to extend his work: to many

nme
able.
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THE CANADA

heathen villages, A baud of young men
visits the villages round and hold services
regularly every Sabbath morning. The
natives who areat the Teachers’ Tralving
Tostitute are makiog satlsfactory progress.
There Is much fighting among the tribes
near the Rev. R, Boyd’s station but all are
frlendly to him,

The Rev. F, Paton writes that abouta
mile aad a half from Pangkumu there is a
village of Christlan boys. A hurrlcane late-
ly destroged their old church. With our
helpthe boys bullta new one. It took
monthstodoit. A short time ago, all were
collectlng cocoanuts to make copra to buy
anew bell, Last Friday a spark froma
buralog log at a distance was carried by a
high wind to one of the honsas and now the
new church and houses are in ashes. Oaly
one good house isleft with two others un-
finished. It will take six monthszo rebuild.
They have set to work with brave hearts to
repair the damage with the assistance of the
Christian natives at Mr, Leggatt's station.

THE TRAINING INSTITUTE.~The Rev.
Mr. Lawrie writes : The  great difficulty
which always met proposals to found a
schaal for the training of native teachers by
preachers till recently, i5 the babel of tongues
that prevail In the New Hebrides. Atlast
it was declded to give the instruction ia
English, and, the feasibility of the project
proved, the Rev, Dr. Aunaud was ap-
pointed principal and an Institution on the
plan of ** Lovedale ” {n Souwth Alrica was
commenced. They are taught to use tools
andto raise food for themselves, as weil as
to teach and preach.  Buildings are being
erected as means are provided. Dr. Paton
recently made a substantial coaotribution out
of money in bis hands towards defraying the
cost of a new weather-board schoolroom,
50 x 26 feet.

TRINIDAD,

1o January last, the jubilee of the Presby-
tery of Trinidad was celebrated. A public
meeting was beld in the Greyfriars Church,
Port of Spain. Through the inability, owing
tothe flooding of the railway, of the Rev.
Dr. Grant to be present at the opening of the
meeting, the Rev. Dr. Morton presided and
several interesting addresses were given re-
viewing the history of the mission. The very
varied character in some respects of the
ministry and membership of the church and
Presbytery, and the work accomplished are
lndicated in the followlng brief notice ;

Of the ministerlal members whose names
are on the roll of the Presbytery to-day,
one, the father of the Presbytery, isa West
Iodian, one is an East Indian, two are
Scotsmen, and sixare Canadilans ; whilst of
the aembers who are raling elders, twoare o f
W st Iadian origin, two ars East Iodians,
#1.d two are of Portuguese extraction. The
membership of the Presbyterian Charch bas
‘wen and is even more varied o origin than
tht membership of the Presbytery. We
have Scotsmen, Englishmen, Portuguese,
Danes, Canadians, Chinese, Africans, Trini-
dadians, and natives of almost every island
in the West Indies, while perhaps guite half
of the whole number are East Indians. Mr.
M'Curdy ot Greyfriars Church emphasised
the missionary character of the Presbytery,
Its first act was to ordain Mr. Robertson as
a missionary to San Fernando, and almost

{ts second act to ordain Mr. de Silva to labor
among the Portuguese expatriated .from
Madeira. In varlousways it has maintain-
ed its missionary character. Dr. Morton
gave an {nteresting account of the mission
work ofthe Canadian brethren among the
East Indlaos in Trinidad, The work among
them was begun In 1868, and there are now
6 churches, with 635 commaunicants, 3 native
ministers, and 53 catechists, Last vear
there were 359 baptisms. In the 54 East
Indian schoots there Is an average: daile at-
tendance of 2,168.

The Jubliee celebration .appears to have
been very succassful iv exhibitine the princi-

‘ples, labors, and. datles of the . Presbyterian

Church.in Trioldad. It has done good work

in.the past; and is at present doing better

;:frk, and with a brighter outlook than ever
0re. ’

PRESBYTERIAN,
Ponng Propie’s Soricties,

CONDUCTRD BY A MXMBER OF THE SENERAL
ASSRMBLY'S COMMITTER,

FROM IHONAN.

——

The Convener of the Assemble’s Com-
mittee on Y. P. Socletles sends Question
Blarks to the Foreign fields as well as to
the Home congregations, with the request
that it there were no regular organizations
as yat, any facts should be forwarded that
would ald the Committee in its work of
gatherlog information or stimulate tbe so-
cleties here in their work., He bas just re-
celved the following from Rev. W. Harvey
Grant, Clerk of the Presbytery of Honan.
It is evident that we shall have to wait only
a little time for the young Christians of Hon-
an to swing into line with their comrades
here. The brethren of that mission are wide
awake to the possibllities of such organiza-
tions as the Y.P.S.C.E.:

“ Hsin Chen, Honan,
“ March 16, t8yu.

% DEAR SIR,—The blanks for report for
Young Peoplr's Societles just to hand.
Though iate, I venture to reply. We at-
tempted to establish Y.P.S.C.E.’s among our
native Christians at the main stations in
1896. These societies we wished to be as
completely as possible under the control of
the natives themselves, and leaving the
matter chiefly to them to decide, they
thought that it was siill too early in the
hictayy of the mission he‘'e to estsblish
Y.P.S.C E’s as-separate societies, e~d the
matter was dropped at that time. We are
of course, keeping the subject in view, ands
shall at the earliest possible date establish
such societies in our Presbytery.

“ With fraternal greetings, I remaln,
very sinceraly yours,

“W. HARVEY GRANT.”

THE PACIFIC SLOPE.

Oue of the most complete reports, and
most heartening from Presbvteries is that
from the Presbytery of Westminster of
whnse Committee Rev. E D, McLaren,
B.D., of Vaucouver, is Convener. It is
published in full in the Vancouver World
It is the only report yet to hand which
avnounces returns from all the societies
within the bounds. Halifax at the opposite
extremity of the Church comes the nearest
to it in this regard. We quote from the
Report :—

The Presbytery Is composed of seven
self supporting congregations and eight
mission fields. Of the seven congregations
one has four distinct socletles for young
people, another three, another two, and
each of the others one, Of the mission
fields one has two socleties—one in each of
its two stations—two have one scclety each
and five bave none, Taere are {n all seven.
teen soclieties, of which eleven are societies
of Christlac Endeavor, one is a Junior Eo-
deavor Soclety, two are compaales of the
Boys' Brigade, one is a [Matual Improve.
ment Assoclation, one is a Gleaners’ Band
and'one is a circle of the King's Daughters.

The total oumber of membsrs in all the
socleties is 627, of whom 286 are voung
men and 341 young women. These figures
include the returns from the one Junior En.
deavor Soclety, which reports a member-
ship of ten boys and thitry-one gitls,

The number of communicaats is 244.

In one case, that ofa mission station,
the weekly mseting of the society takes the
place of the regular Sabbath eveniog ser-
vice, to which the people were accustomed
when the station was an lndependent con-
gregation,

Then there are the visiting of the hos-
pitals and visiting the ships in port, and in-
viting the sailors to the services of the
church ; providing teachers for the Chinese
missions, carried on in the cities of New
Westminster and Vavocouver, and distribut-
ing good literature. The Junlor Endeavor
Society last year, haviog procured the ad-.
drasses of people in remote districts, sent
out between 3,000 and 4,000 papers and
magazines, ralsipg the vecessary postage,
which amounted to $10 85, by subscriptions
ot five cents per minnth from the members
of the society. Oae soclety provided the
board for three months of a misslonary
among the Chinese.

The total reavenue of the socisties for the
past year was $1,300,60, abtained by month-
ly subscriptions from the members, weekly
or monthly collection, special free-will offer-
ings, and to snrme.extent, In nearly all caces,
by socials. Of thls, Home missions got $10;
Fareiga missions, $369 10 ; destination not
speclfied, $16.30. The amouat contribut.
¢d for Forcign missions comes from eight
sncleties'and has been mainly expended on
Chinese work in the Province -of British
Columbia, twao sacieties in additlon to bear:
1o’ their share of the expense of this work,

i
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having ralsed, the one $75, the other $37.50
for the geveral Foreign mission work of tne
Church, For varlous other objects $122.45
was expended.

Your committee have the very deepest
satisfaction in submitting the accompanying
eacouraglong figures, grophetic, as they be.
lieve them to.be, nt a rapidly approaching
time when.the Influence of the Church of
Chrlist shall be felt more widely and deeply
than ever before, .

A Presbyterial society is to be organized
in December.

READY FOR DEATL.

BY REYV. W. S, M'TAVISH, B.D., DESERONTO,

May 3t.—~Matt. xxiv. 36-st.

Manpy years ago a great nobleman made
a feast for bis friends. Io the mlidst of the
mirth and jollity, a messenger entered in
great haste with a fetter. It was from a
distance to tell bim that a plot had been
formed by his enemies to kill him that
night, The messeager, when haanding the
nobleman the epistle, said, My master
desired me to say that you must read the
letter without delay, for it is about serious
things.” ¢ Serious things to-morrow,” said
the nobleman, as he threw the letter aside
and took up a cup of wine, The delay was
fatal, Before his feast was atan end, his
enemies rushed into the hall and slew him.
“ How foolish he was,”” we think ; and yet
are there not thousands ot persons who are
acting to-day in the same careless, thought-
less, foolish fashion? They kaow that death
will come, and they are not ignorant as the
consequences either, nevertheless, they live
on and on, as if they believed that 1n some
way or other it might be well with them at
the last.

‘We stand aghast as we read of Diodorus
dying in chagrin because he could oot com-
pose a joke equal to the one uttered at the
other end of his table ; of Zexuls, dyingina
fit of laughter at the sketch of an aged wo-
man—a sketch made by his rwn bands ; of
Mazarin, dying while trying to play cards,
and yet so weak that his friends had to hold
up his hands. Bat the conduct of these in-
dividuals, horrible as it seems, is not so very
much more reprehensible than that of hua-
dreds in every Christlan land, who koow
that they must die, and yet make no pre-
paration for the solema bour of death.

Death is sure to come., We are as cer-
certain of meeting with it as Haonaniah was
after he had heard from the prophet Jere-
miah tbe words, “ This year thou shalt
die” (Jer. xxvill. 16). It may be that to-
day our system does not show any signs of
dissolution, ‘but as Spurgeon bas said,
¢ Death is not one whit more uocertain
becavse he trumpets not his coming.”
Aye, and death may be very near, much
nearer than we think, Davld once said,
*“There is but a step between me and
death.” It were well if we all realized that.

The message which the king-prophet
Isalab brought to Kiug Hezekiali should be
pondered by all.  ** Set thine houseln order
tor thoa shalt die and not live " (Is. xxxvii1.
1). We should prepare ; we should set in
order unot only what aftects our soul but
what affects our earthly estate. To do so
will cause death, neither to hasten nor to
delay ; neither to be nearer por farther
away. It is well to heed the Master's
warning, ¢ Be ye also ready, for in such an
hour as ye think not, the Son of man
cometh,”

To the one who is prepared for death,
there need be uo, terror when it comes.
Talmage has said, ** The tomb is only a
place where we wrap our robes aboat us, for
a pleasure nap oo tke way home. The
swelling of Jordan will only wash off
the dust of the way. From the top of the
grave we get a glimple of the towers gilded
with the sun that never sets.” To almost
the same efiect Brooks speaks when he
says, ‘‘Dezatn is the winding sheet that
wipes away all tears from the believers’
eyes,” Bacon speaks in a similar strain,
¢t Deathis a friend of ours ; and be that is
not ready to entertain him is not at home.”
Death is only golng to Jesus. Death isthe
footman at the door who opens the palace
to allow God's children to pass to the man-
sion within. A huater in the Mer de Glace
fell into a deep crevasse in the ice, and
and after creeping along for a great distance
following a stream, came tc an ead, appar-
ently, of the passage. The waters seethed
and gurgled, and he knew there must be an
outlet, He thought it might lead to the
opea valley and so he pluoged into the
watér. For a moment there was darkness,
but be was swept on, out into the light, in
the lovely vale of Chamouni, where the
birds were singing and there was bzauty all
around. Is not that an illustration of
death | A moment's darkness and mystery
aod then heaven with all its glories, all its
felicitles, all its delights.



