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A4 KING OF TYRE.
A TALE 0F THE TIMES 0F EZRA AND

NEHEMIAH.

1W' JAMES AI. LUDJLOW, AUTHOR 0F "THE CAPTAIN 0F THE
JANIZARIEs," ETC.

<'HAPTER XXXV.
The spacious residence of Ioiada, son of the bîgh priestEliasbîb, was ordinarily a rendezvous for the aristocratic cir-dles of Jerusalem. The fashion of the city seized thc occa-sion of the home-bringing of bis daugbter-in-law, the brideof Manasseb, and the feastings that celebrated it, to tbrongbis court and chambers witb sucb Raiety as bad flot beenseen since the return from the land of the captivity.The repute of Nicaso's beauty, the romance of such analliance betweon a priestly bouse of the Jews and the familyof Sanbahhat, their ancient onemy, set the tongues of allclasses going. The multitude baihed the event. The y werewearied with the exclusiveness tbey bad been forced tomaintain as respected their intorcourse witb neighbouringpeople. Shopkeepers were deighted, for, in the train ofSanballat's daughter, came men and women from ahi sur-rounding tribes, and jerusalem semned about to becomeagain an omporium of trade, as in the days beforo the Exile.Marduk was solicited to open a bazaar in the chief streetof the city with the assurance of doing a thriving business inforeign stuifs, for wbich the good people of Jerusalem badtaken a sudden and violent fancy. But for reasons best knownto himself, the Pboenician merchant chose te pitchbhis tentswitbout the walls. Yet bore he apparently did a lively tradefor scarcely a day passed that did flot bring a camel or twodciwn from the north, or a borseman up frorn Joppa on thecoast. Marduk himself seemed to catch the spirit of enter-prise, and attended in person te the details of business,wbich he bad formerly eft ontirely to Eliezar. Many of the tra-dors, ospecially those (rom Phoe-nicia, and wbo were presumabîythe agents of bis business, ho took to bis own private tent orwalked with thern apart. It was rumoured that ho was aboutte open new trado routes witb Egypt and the East, wbichwould contre in Jerusahem. That Manasseh was se fre-quently witb bini gave plausibility to the report that a groatmercantile combination bad been agreod upon in which mucbJowish wealth sbould be represented by the bouse of Ioiada,the troasury of Sanhallat by bis sen-in-law, Manassob, andtho heaviost morchants of lyre by Marduk, whose exba-ist-hess genius and money-bags wore the inspiration of the enter-

prise.
But far different movements were beneath the surface ofthings. The religious sentimelit of Jorusaherni ad beenshocked by the alliance of the priestly bouse with thdt ofthe bated Samaritan. By many Nicaso was called Jezebol,'and Manasseh denounced as a traiter who aimed at playingthe part of a second Ahab. The vonerable scribe, Ezra,'seemed brokon-hearted ovor the defection of bis favourite pu-pil.His lectures upon the law became lamentations.
One day the tbree most notable mon in ahi Jewry were to-gether i the hall of the higb priest. Ihere was the vener-able pontiff Eliasbib, a man whose broad and bhand ceunte-nance was welh in keeping with bis elogant attire. Hiswhole bearing showed that he fully appreciated the secuhirdignity of bis position, if ho did net feel the religions solem-nitios cf his sacerdotal office. He strode up and down theapartment while ho talked. Ezra, presuming upon the privi-loge ~of more advanced yoars and feebleness, sat ini bis chair,scarcehy raising bis eyes from tbe floor, except as new andthon they shot the light of intense conviction aftor seme sagesaying be bad uttered. But the most impressive figure wasthat of the Tirsbatha, Nebemiab. He stood rigid as thestatue of some god ; only turning his bead te foIlow themevernent of Eliasbib, whom he seemed te regard withminghed rage and scern. Had ho drawn the short sword thathung at bis side ho would flot have been more the imperson-ation of wrathful determination. The dispute of the mon hadalready been long, and witbout persuasion on eitber side.1'I shaîl submit te ne sucb dictation in the affairs of Myfamily," said Eliashib, tbrowing wide his arms, as if testretch te the utmost bis priestly robe, and the aristocraticautboriîy that rustled in every fold of it, and thus awe bisopponents. "'Be content with what you have done:. that'Ibave alowed Tobiah, Prince of Ammon, te be driven frombis chambers at the temple. But know, haughty gevernor,that I move flot another stop at your bidding."
("Alas !" cried Ezra, " fhat I shouîd bave lived te see thehaw of the Lord openly broken with the ceunitonance of the-

Etiasbib was furieus, and hissed tbrougb bis clencbedteeth :" Net until you bave flrst becomne priest and sacri-ficed the high priest upon the altar of yeur bigotry and mad-ness. Pure blood 1 Nicaso's is as pure as Nehemniab's,wbich bas been tainted by the Persian's wine, as yen were
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50 long cup-bearer to the crowned heathen. Go back toSusa and lord it over the pages, but you shall ot lord it overme. Stand guard, if you wilh, at the harem curtains of Artax-erxes, but you shall ot stand before tbe curtains cf Eliashib'sbousehohd."
The audacity of the bieb priest cbecked for a moment thebeadlong rush of the governor's passion. Or perbaps it wasthe training of the diplcmat tbat led Nehemniab to reply witbmore deliberation :
"My decision cannot be revoked. As the Lord lives ! Iwill purge jerusaîem ; or, failing that, I return to Susa,ýandgive back into the bands of the Great King the commissionas Tirsbatha. Tben what ? O blinded priest!1 Let jerusa-hem perish again rather than become a harlot city1"The Lord prevent! cried Ezra, rising. The higb priestdropped upon a Seat and sat a long time in silent rnusing.At length he rose, and spoke, more to bimsehf than to the lis-teners :
" Alas!1 tbat the keeping of Israteh is in tbe hands of suchmen as we. Our words are but wind, the bot wind of tbedesert, without the guidance of the Spirit of the Lord. 1would tbink and pray. Leave me, friends, before we furthersin in our ignorant wrath "-and, gatbering bis robes aboutbim, Eliashib left tbe apartment.

CHAPTER XXXVI.
Late that night the ligbt shone in tbe bouse of Ioiada. Amore stormy scene was there tban even the one we bave de-scribed. At first Ioiada and bis son Manasseh were unyield-ing, but finally it was agreed that it would be discreet forManasseb temporariîy to witbdraw fromn the city witb bisbride.
Thougb be yielded to necessity, the spirit of the youngJew was flot curbed.
"I1 go, " said he, "lbut I swear neyer to return until Ni-caso and her chikhren, if the Lord so bîess our union, cancorne again without taunt or essening. The Tirshatba is notGod, nor the servant of God. Let him flot cr 'ss rny path be-yond the gates, or be is a son of deatb ! "Great was the excitement the day folhowing wben the tri-umph of the governor become known. Groups of youngmen gatbered in the street near to Ioiada's bouse. Fieryspeeches were made, denouncing the tyranny of Neherniab,and deriding the senile bigotry of Ezra. Even tbe bigb priestwas flot spared in the oratorical bravery that swayed thecrowd.
In tbe midst of their noisy declamation Nebemiab ap-peared, accompanied by a delegation from tbe eIders of thecity. Tbe multitude turned their backs when be attempted toaddress tbem. As he retired sonie shouted after himn:" Put on your Persian armour and show how true a Jewyou are ! "
" Wbat is the price of wine in Susa ?"But bere cornes Malachi. Lot's hear what he bas tosay. Ezra says ho will make a prophet. Why flot ? Balaam'sass was one."
Mahachi did flot stop to parley witb themn, but turned in atthe door of Ioiada.
" If be will side with us we will drive out the governor,"said one.
" Or dip bim in Hezekiah's pool," said another.An hour later Mahachi reappeared, and with him Manas-seb. The voung mnob went wihd with enthusiasm at the pro-spective alliance. But Mahachi parted with Manasseb at thedoar.
To the surprise of tbe crowd the latter addressed them,tbanking tbem for their show of personal friendsbp, butcounsehing peace.
" We shaîl be wiser to-morrow than we are to-day. Theinterests of young Israel need cooler beads than ours arenow. The bigotry of the governor's party cannot hast. Thetide is strong at the momnent-too strong for ils to beat back-but it wihl turn speedily. Thon we wihl be strong with it.One shout for young Israel, then let's go borne and wait 1"PThe shout was given with a will. " Nicaso salutes you,and invites you aIl to tbe palace of Samaria," cried Manas-seb, as be disappeared tbrough the doorway.Cheer after cheer refit the air. Just as the shouting wasbeginning to subside it burst out anew, for upon the parapetof the house Nicaso appeared. Her black hair andi flushedcheeks made a superb contrast with ber white manthe and thejewels that flasbed about ber brow and neck. The appari.tion lasted but for a moment, yet long enough to mnake manya swain dechare that he too wouhd leave Jerusalern if be couîdbave s0 fair an attendant, and so comtiortable a residence inexile as the palace of Sanbaîîat among the bilîs of Samaria.During the day the bouse of Ioiada was tbronged withfriends who camprne t tei ihniswhl uhipeain

b Wfore t-morrow'theyoero i "n
Manasseb, lowering bis voice, and bowing reverentîy, re-plied : "The king. The king of Tyre, and my king, if youwill accept my loyalty. Has your majtyfgotnhayu

appointed me grand treasurer ? Ihve se far kept fealty, anddeposited the iewels beneath the very altar of God witbin thetemple court. There tbey are in a little nook between thestones, full a score of cubits below the cave which 1 oncesho.red you b.-neath the tbreshing.floor of Araunah. Theold Jebusite neyer put sucb a precious harvest down thathole. And, for that matter,'ahI the beasts wbose blood bas
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rua through that vault since the day that Solomon slew athousand bullocks'on the altar were flot worth so much as Ihave put there. But now see this order froni the governor !1 arn to be Unmolested on condition of my flot appearing inithe streets or at the temple. The tyrant fears an insurrectionagainst his cruelty if 1 but so much as show myseif. If Ibrave hlm and venture there, 1I vill be watcbed. But as theLord heard my pledge to you, I shallflot leave Jerusalemwitbout the treasure.»
IlIt is a serious business," replied Marduk. 'lCannot somneventure be made to-nigbt to secure the Jewels ? Put me onthe ce, and I will go myseif ; or bribe some temple-servantto fetch them."
IlIt is impossible. Neberniah bas seein to it that only themost bigoted priests and servitors are allowed in the templeprecincts. The expulsion of Tobiab was done with sucb ahigh hand that tbe governor's party fear. retaliation. A ru-mour was started that the Ammonite's partisans might setire to the building and wreak their vengeance. So they haveguarded it as closely as if it were besieged by Sanballat him-self."
" Then there is notbing to be gained by your remaining,"said Marduk. IlIndeed, it is better that you witbdraw, andlet matters seutle. When suspicion is diverted, you can re-turn. The jewes are safe?11" Safe as a rock that bas neyer been uncovered in theeartb, for no man knows their hiding-place. As a boy in thehigh priest's family I was allowed to play among the masonrywble they were repairing the temple court, and 1 know of by-wavs that a mole could flot find.""lThen nothing can be done until you can come back tethe city, which must be before long. This rancour cannot hast.Your grandsire will have influence fryu eal bovyou from al obligation."f r yo r r c î. b o vIlWitb that assurance on your part," said Manasseb, I"anda new pledge on my part tbat I shallot go five leagues fromthe city until the jeweîs are in some wiiy rescued, I will joinyour camp to-morrow"
Immense throngs crowded the street througb wbich, on thefollowing day, Nicaso passed in ber palanquin, attended byber busband on borseback. An unlntermitted roar of ap-plause followed tbem te tbe gates, and a gay cavalcade ofyoung blonds escorted them to the camp of Marduk, whicbbad been pitched somne miles to the north, near to tbe haîf-built, or rather balf.ruined, ancient city of Gibeab.

(To be continued.)

COD ýAND TH'IE MASSES.

The Jewih people neer reasoned themselves into aconviction that tbere is only one God, and there neer yetwas in this world a nation that did or could do s. mdi-viduals here and there in the world's history have found,or tought that they had found, the truth that there wasone supreme God, but the masses of mankind neer yetfound that for themselves. For a nation, for the massesof rankind, there are but two thoughts about God-one iePaganism, the other 18 Atheism. one is the superstitious
belief n many Godae, and the other le the utter denial, itmay be rerey practicaly, or it may be speculatively andintellectually, that there la any God. The one is thebelief that sees God eveywhere, the other is tbe darkness
that sees Him nowhere ; one or other of these 18 the fateof every human being who bas no revelation. Supersti-tien peoples* the world with god, men see and hear a godin every rock and tream and tree ; in the sound of thewind and in the roar of the waves, they hear the voice Ofrany gode. And they cower before them and entreat
their mercy and believe that in the manifold workings ofnature they have the capricious3 wille of their iraginarygode. And with this superstition science je ever at war-it je ever teaching men that what they believe to be gode
are no gode ; it ie ever resolving what seeme will intoforce, and what seenie force into law. The domain Ofwhat je known je ever intruding itself further and fur-ther, day by day and age by age, into the region of theunknown. The mets of the early dawn of man's ignor-ance are melting away before the clear white light Ofscience ; and science breaks into fragments one afteranother-breake into the iinutest fragment, as with thewand of a magician, the idole of the heathen, and etrewiugtheir temples with thera, aeks the worehippers, net alwaysangrily, sometimes very sadly and sorrowfully, and calmnly,W h e r e a r e n o w v y o nl r G o d h e t w e n t e s e twL -x tr m e

linees of the body wae regarded as the pollution of theFioul, and the saints who were most adrired had becomeone hideous mss3 of clotted filth." To borrow but one or
two illustrations frorn the "6History of Eropean Morale,"
St. Athanasine relates with a thrill of admiration how St.Anthony had neyer once been guilty of wâshing bie feet.For fifty years St. Abraham îjhe ermit washed, neither


