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Fafty >-cars ago, on Noveilber _Io etaug, Dr laa
n'as ordaitied aîîd nducted mte tht p.aissla af Relso,
one oi tb hi a mst bcautilul la Scotland. I-ent lais
splenJ.iiilînistry of twenty-ainc vears, as wctl as that
of twei »--one in Edmbungli, lias bieu greauiy biesscd ;
and iis busy pets, aIaïsin longer thiat af a ncady

wrietstii ure, lits jîubhmshed tracts, such am
JIlIclieve aaîd lIel God's WVay ai l'eace," "l Niglît

ni \Weepiiîg,' etc., have rcaclied ain asîanishming circu.
tatiaa-nearty t,oooooo. But. as Dr. IZ F. Burns, cf
Hlfax~., says, il is chtily asg a Chîrmstian pocu tliat Dr.
lionar lias beconît tht property or Chnisseadoni. lits
hit hias gant (orth uhrough ait tht earth. and tus
womds ta tîme cnd oi lIme waorid. 'lie Jiyairials of ai
tht Churies thave been anricied by tsis sicned
lyrics. Froni na atier author an tiiese. Inst days arc
mare! cnptous setectians matlt 'Nu voice aoe uet.
danly and truty gvts. ttc setimtmments atîd syînpathy
ai the seeking and sancutifid ltant . lonw can wie
laene farget such hymas ais, Il 1 Lay My Sis on Jesus,"
I Heard the Voice of jesus Say "? Dr. Bonar him-
setf badl a long pcniod ai daubt and darkntss-"' a
night ai %%ceping "-anîd n'tien tie etwenged into tht
fuuter ligbu and purar jay, lie n'as the better able ta
pen such hymas, and sing ai the glonlous tiberty ai the
children ai God. Out of tht caler Gud brings forth
tacat, and eut ai the sarong lic brings fardsi swetness.
Out af tht dcpths n'here tht pov crs ai the world tu
carne are tell, and lessons ara leat-net that cciutd tnt
bc Iearncd an days of soitacs and crase, the believer
is raised ta a lite af grandeur and pawer, of whiich bie
hail iorrnieny no conception.

If iu be asked wbau was tht genesis ai Ibis 'nymn,
1 Heard %lit Veice af j esus Say," tht aaswer woaiid

bc tht night ai wteping neferned ta, on wbtch bu
hias veritten se tenderty ia tht tract that goes by that
tile-a tract whic bhas been a tamp burnmng la tht
charabers ai naany a sufferiag saint. Tht hynin las
already had a weondenful history, and n'en rnany a seal
a!divinuapprovat. Te mention aaty one case, lt nue
say that the hast lime Henry W~ard Beechcr was la
bis putpmut-.NMarch 6, i 887-be remaîaiaed for saune
lime au time close af tht evening service tîsuening ta
the chair pracuistng, andl nas evidently moved by
their rendenag af tbis hynîn. W~hite siuîing and
listening tac nouiced uwao sunecu arabs coming iat tht
church ta enjey the niusic aise. lie came down te
them, and speaking ta thein uenderly hie dncw them ta
bis heart, and kissed tbem i Whcaher ibis tcuch ai
humanity avas duc te the hynma), or sinmîply tue response
of hi deepiy emotienai nature in seeing tn'a unfontu-
nates before hlmr with ail their undcvetoped possi-bilitits, lu is itinpessible ta say; but ai this n'a are
sure, that the last grand utterance that bc heard la his
chorch was ibis hyînn (and that hie felt la>-"' 1 Heard
the Vaicel, etc.

But simange enaugh ibis gr'and hymn bas a very ob-
scure amigin. Tht amthor bas ne recellection of the
iinniiaie circunistances in wbicb il nas writtcn. As
ta thetfact cf lus being tht first cf lsis awn religions
expcricnce, there is ne dcsubt but tbat hie bas nouhing
on record but a lituhe scrap ai paper without a date,
anad the hymn writca in peacil tierean. Yet ibis sanie
hynin, which first saw the light sanie foney years age
in tht mnanse aut Kelso, is non' recognized as ane ai
the gnandest hymns cf tht Church through ai *.ht de-
nominations. Onty a Cen' Sabbaths ago au w.u ren-
dered in lrst-class style in Chînist's Church Caîhedral,
Manureat, and hooked forn'and ta as the chief attrac-
tion in tht services. Tht advertiscd notice nan as
folaws: "ma lth ai Sept., 1887. Thene will b-- service
in Christ's Church te-marron' [Sunday] aight ami.
Holy Communion. . . . Quarter pasu four p.m.,
Choral Liîany-' Savioun ai Sinners-,' by Ch'erubini.
Severi, evening service, le. Staintr's ia A. A. .hem, 'I1
Heard tht Voice of Jesus Say,' by G. Couture.
Preacher, Rtv. Canon Norman. D.C.L.' Away dean
au the boatom, ja the regien of controvcrsy and tierce
debate, Churches art divided and broet up inu
many parts, each conuending, as is supposed, earnesthy
for tht faîtti once dciavered ta tht saints; but an'ay au

eipon tht sunhlit meuntain.of devotion, tbcy mccl
aand:zbingle as tht ctiildren of cnt common Fatber,
and ýhey will continue ta dc se tilt e'ny passion as
laid, and e-tn disîurbing element is casu out-titi, in -
short, with dlean bands and pure beanus îbey enter
upara tht nobler service.. and engage in the bîgber
înintstry.

Tht Calvinist an.d Arîninian belai engage mn sing-
ang "lRock af Ages," thougb tht authar and Johin
%Vesley werc angr disputants la their day ; and tht
Episcapalian and tht WVesleyan bath sang an their
holiest heurs, Il Hark, the Herahd Angels Sing,»
though the auttior was astraciztd, and tht chancti
doors ofithe Establishment wcre clesed against hlm ;I
tben theBaptist, the Presbytenian and tht Episcop lin
-1-1gb Churcb and L.aw- -ance naav ait rcady ta acknew-

ledgc the author of IlJesus Shalh Reign," etc., as the
greatest namèi ln hyninody, and lt nccept is sacred
songs to guide their devoUaons ln those moments ricli
in blessing, when they hold converse with God,
thqugh some ai us can temnember the timne when thcy
setiraty deait hetavy blows at one anather, and tîow
alil i:ied in lîurling tlîeiranathernas against tht litile
Ijactor. 'More rernarkable stilI, hymns purety Roman
Catholir in their orngin, and hitherto regarded as the
exclusive praperty ai the Roman Cathalic Cburch such
as IlVeni Creator Spiritus," IlJerisalem the Golden,"
and IlLead, Kîndly I.igh:t," are r.o longer contined
ta the Romian Cailiolic Church, but are Ia be tound in
aur awn besî hymnals, sa that in spite at aurselves we
uinite with the Roman Catholic, auit the Roman
Callhnlic with us, in Our sangs ai prnisc ta the God of
ail aur mercdes ; and still more re:narkablt is the Iact
that tht Roimanizing party in the Englisit Church
should maire use ai aur 1-rcabyterian hynins ag in the
case citzid, and pubhicly advcrtise, as the chiei atrac-
lion of the service aibh day, l! Il tard the Vaice," etc.

I las it corneto this-th-ti crcedssadi%,crge'nt. .voices
sa discordannt -- ilhat Churches that have su long slood
apart, ta irawning altitude, are becotning more talc-
rant iii regard ta errer, or mare chatitable in regattd ta
duty ? Vieil morelcharitabtt in regard ta duty, mare
open ta thet act that tht Churcb ai God is %vider
than tht foid-than ait the fotds-that the Divine
Spirit is licher in lits grace and %vider in His sphersi
ai aperation titaa we in aur ignorance or bigotry have
any conception cf, and that He, in HMis saviag and
salictifyiag poWer, Ms preparing hearts in ways and
places undreamt ai by theolagians. thnt wvill be to
the praîise ai His Rract in tht ages ta a:ore. The
rase that blushes unsean in tht descrt is fuit ai swet
ness, but the sweetness is nlot MI contined to the
flower. For miles and miles it is casting forths its per.
fumec and sccuting tht air, though there bc no titan
ta recognize the lact, and sa aisa in the higher mains.
Tht Church is good, bat it dots not cantains ait the
goodness in tht wornd. Ceoi is %vorking in tht great
body ai humanity. The D)ivine Spirit is brooding
aven tht wortd, and is in communion with ail truc
hearts and binding tbeni in dloser, bolier bonds, and
tHe witl continue ta do so tilt ail existing organisations
shal! cease, whcther cstablished or non-establishcd.
!>resbyterian or Episcopatian, and out ai tht wreck
ami i f her ail, Gad will brig forth one greit
Cthurch, shîning in the bcauty af i otîntas, numerous
as the draps of dew in tht womb af tht morning-a
Chunch fair as tht mnis, clean as the suni, an-a terrible
atý an ,army whth banners.

Ont remarkabit circumstance connccted with this
byma is tht abscurity of its oigin-thzt it dnopped,
as it wauid seem, almost unconetciousty train tht
pencil ai the authon-that hte lias no record afi h but
a little idnap ai datetess paper, and ne reniembrance
cf tht circumnstanccs in which il 'vas produced what-
ever.-af so littie valist did il set-in in bis tye 1 But
tht saine thing may be said ai rnany cf tht Wi'sieys'
greau hymns, af tht Rev. G. H. Glimiour's hyma :

Ht leadeth me;" Il ofrs. J. Luke's hymn," I thiak
when 1 rtad that swett stori af aid o f Miss Cary's
hynin, ' Oný- swcetly solern thaugbt cornes ta me
o'er and a'er, 1 ani nearen mny Father's home to-iuighut
titan ever 1 was before.» WeJ are accustemed ta tcok
for grenu things, only as tht result of great labour, for
grand success anty as tht rtward af humant wisdoms
and bigh born genius. llut Gad as chosen tht ioalisb
things cf the world ta confound th- wise, and tht
weak tbings ta confound tht mighuy, and base ubings
ancfuhings despised bath Gcd chesen, Vta,and iahangs
which are nat, that no tlesb sboutd glory in Hi; pires-
ence. Gizau things in buman estimation are atten
great faitures, but anyîhing dont for Christ an élis
kingdom lias the stzmrp cf immortality, and howtver
fcebte or foolish it may seemn, will yet bc awned by
Gad, taken up araid tht redetrning agencies of tht
Cross, and carried forwand thrcugh thti ages. Dancas,
in a scase, is still naking garnients for tht pontr; and
tht penitent au tht foot ai jesus has nlot vet poured
forth ail her preciaus oinument ; and Toplady bas not
yeu donc with bis "lRock cf Ages "; or Dr. Banar
with bis bymn, IlI Heard the Vaice af jesus Sa>-,"
whichbc began, almiost unconsciously, an seine quiet
tvtning in tht manse of iCelso, mare thsai forty years
ago. These notes wauld bt incomnp!e-te withouu some
more extended notice ai tht author. H-e was barn in
Edinburgh, î8oS, won distinction as a student in tht
university af that city, pubiished his firsu edition of
"IHymas an Faîth anmd 1Hope," in î256, ard was maised
ta thz 'Modtrator's chiair, in 1883, the hiybtst position
in the gifu ai tht Church. I met hini, says a fniend
af mine, Ila fcw Vears aga, and was detighicd witbi
my inte.-views. lit was tbea a fine. genia! oId mian,
with fuît round head, a quiet, thaugtitfut expression;
in short a carminig mnan.' Andanather, wrilingoci is
voùthful prime, gives mie the fottowing reminiscences :
IlHis naine cails up a science enacted many ytars ago
when 1 was a divirity student, and hie a !miaister of
ten years' standing in Kelso.» Tht occasion was an
evangclistic service in a scticol raom an a m-eek day
evetsing. IlThent was somethioDg about the service and
about the man that made you (tel that you were
standing on haly grauind, and that the service was far
abeve that which usuatly goes bythis name. To give
yon an idea of the arnesu preacheraud bis great sub.

ject, imlagine be )on o a youth ai atender build,
sointwhat beiow tht commun heiglit, with dark corn-
piexion, fine round hiend, surmnuated %vith abuad.
ance ai auburn lcks, lanrt Îustraus evts full cf btigbt
intelligence and atrong emaotion, and counuaenance well
deCined every fcature indicating a sensitive kindly, tl
turc-aIl 'sickied n'er- n'itl the pale cast of thought'-
and you have befare ý'aut a glirnpse oi the Rev. Hoaratius
13onar. D.D., il is youthful prime jand when Voit
have rmail tht outîtat o Ishis beautifiul discourse, you
willl set how trai is thant the )-ou:p ia thet atller of
fituait. Mis text was Eiek. xxxiv. 29: ' 1 will raise
up for them aplantf ai enowvn.' 1-lsaw Christ il the
text, the plant ai renowa, the plant ai Jetioi-ab's right
band planting ; and he shoîvcd thant it %vas renawncd
for btiag (il ai slietter frain tht wnsttli te camte ; (2) fer
is precious fruit ; %,3) for its beauty and grantd prapor.
tlins ; (4, for its disrabihîty, its namaranthmane chaiancter.
Tiie5c were the strang lines of his dîiseourse, nutie
field tlaem up tu us in att their grandeur and presscd
hionte the preciaus Itusons wbich they canvey iipon Isis
lîcarers la a style which 1, at least, cars neyer forget."
Iltre thien ave have a1 picaure ai Dr. I-. ihon1ar, imc his
)-outil an the ane hand, nnd another in his nid days
an tht other, fuil oi yents and fli ai honaurs. L.ook
on this pacture ani on tuait, and wha woutd nlot say .
S iret aIt ilesh is grass. B-ut while the ouun'atd mnan
1perishmig'y the i iward titan is renewed day by day,

because fcd wYitî richer communications trami an high,
ii virtue ai which lic puis on the robes ai imimortalit>',
antd watks witîî a steadier step in tht lialy ligt that
is with the saint la the eventitte. aas grenîly
beluved, 0. il. Ilonar, author af the swcee bymn I
H-eaTsd the Voice, etc.," n'a shahl soon mis% thiet iii
thy accustoincdl plisce, and fait ta litan thy voice once
se rich andl resonant, but ave shall stiît sing the sangs
we learned fmom thet anîd take upf ttiy nataît wîîth
reverence ; and, encoumaged by thy examplt, as5 wthh
as warmtd by thy miaistry, n'e shahl aise press an in
tbat narren' path yeni trad, olten dark, but ending in
hi,:t-ending ai Gotd's right band nhlere are pitasatres

for eernicire.
h hcanti the vole ai Jesus Say,

"lCame untu Me ânti mdl :
Lay clown, thou wcary ont, fait cnwn

Thy heaid upan My bienst i~
I came taJesus as 1 was,

Wtary. and wina, and sai
1 foundin talii a rcstîng.phace,

And lie bans macie mec glati.

Audivi vecean Jesus: -
11 0 fes.w adveni

Ut tandemn rerqaitscas,
Impomie Icîau nie."

Tunc talcs etat venu,
Et (fflus et tristis,

Asylum htoc inveni;
Nuinc surn laztabilis.

Atiaivi voccmn jesus.
IlEn vivama quâm de;

O siaiens, Ut viras,
Inclina, Iitito."

AdveniJeum, et bil>ens
Vivende fluvic

Nunc betof3UM 1ta0

Audiri Vocean JesaS-
ISUa CXCi LUx maundi,

Altycîte, tihi antus.
Et dits lucidi."

Adveisâns Ue inveni
Et soensa et stljain

flûtc lucc ptrtpinus
Adibo teinmnam.
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Cbnistmaniuy dots net set men au any %York ai sutre
resolution, saying, "lCame non', let us be humble ;'»
that wouid but multipîy tht endtess specimtns oi uise-
less seti.m otii cation. But truc Cbnistianity puts
men face to face witb tht humraling tacts, tht great
reatities ai God and His truth, and then humilhuy
cornes upon tht %oul as danacs ccme.t on tht face
of tht eantb, net because tht eartb bas made up ils
mind ta be datte, but because it bas roiitd inta tht
great sbadow. lu is tht marrawness af aur life that
makes us ptaud. You merchants would bc prend
af your successful business if you saw naîhing lîeyand
lut; and yçau mn and womea proud ai vaut spltndid
hauses il you loik ne further. But if yau cautd onty

seGod forevetmpresent in your seul, arnd yotir saut
wortb jesus dying for, and th~e seuls of your bretbiren
preciaus in His sight, and the whele univers. teem.
ing with work for Hinn, thea miust dame the humitity
cf tht Christian. To that humilty het us devote Our-
selves, fon la a humility like tbat atone is peace.

LovP makes ttrudgcry delighitul. l forgeus self,
and lives fer othiers. Love ourons law and leaves si
far behimd. Net ta be able and ?ermited ta serve is
a penalty. The question is net, C Vhat must 1 do ?
but, "What maylIdo?" Ta give picasure luits joy.
Te grieve its abject iÉ ta gnieve iteeif. Et stops a
nothing.


