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“BEAUTIFUL AND BRIGHT.”

OUR SABBATH SGHOOL PAPERS.

Attention is Invited to the following publications wuitable
for Presbiyterian Sc'hooh:

SABBATH SCHOOL PRESBYTERIAN,
GOLDEN HOURS FOR THE YOUNG,
EARLY DAYS. ‘

The firsl two are monthly, and Eatly Days twic- & month. All
are carefully edited and beauvtdully dlustrateo.  The prtce of each o
$10.00 pez 100 coples for the year  Soscivaen copies mailed (o any
address on application.

READY IN A FPW DAXS!

INTERNATIONAL SCHEME OF SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS
Speclally prepareu for Presbyterian Schools.
60 cents per 100 coples. 88" Mailed free on teceipt of price.

PRESBYTERIAN PRISTING & PULLISHING €O,
3 Jordan 8t b, - - - - Toronto.

CONSTITUTION AND RULES OF ORDER

ommnanas § FOD o ——

S. S. YOUNG PEOPLE'S CHRISTIAN ASSCC!ATIONS.

This {5 a heat pamphlet of 24 pp. compiled b{ Mr. James ¥ nowles,
Ju., Secreiany Roox Chunh 3.5, lonaio It e admuably sun

any such organization  Price to cents * or $A ro per 1o roples
PRESBYTERIAN PXINTING & U8 CO.
s Jordan Sirect, Torocto.

TORONTO, WEDNESDAY, NU\EMBER 17, 1586,

THE discussion on the eldership, to which weal
luded in cur last issue, promises to be interesting
Dr. Howard Crosby, ex chanccllor of the New York
university, and one of the ablest men in the American
Church, has come out in favour of the theory that
eldersare ail of the same order.  In a published letter
he says:

The ruling clder (us I take it) is a spivitual ruler in the

Church (the deacon being a helper in temporal things).
Hence he is included in the category of 2 Tim. fii. 1-7,
¢ bishop and eclder” being synonymous (comp. ver. §).
He difiers {from the “minister” (so called; only as not
preaching (1 Tim, v. 17.) The Church has only clders
and deacons as officers.  The elders are all of the same
order, and hence should be eligible to the moderatorship.
This is, to me, theonly cunsistent doctrine- -atherwise elders
are 0! elders, but deacons.
Pnnapal Caven, we understand, is reading this epistle
with one of his exegetical classes this session,  Per.
haps, when the class comes to the passage quoted, the
esteemed Principal may find tumne togive us hus views
on the question.

Tiis 1ssue of [HE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN will
come into the hands of many of our readers on
Thanksgiving Day. We earnestly hope that iz will
find one and all well and hearty, enjoying the hounties
of God's providence, and tracitig up every stream of
creature comfort to the Giver of every good and per
fect gift. Sixteen Thanksgiving Days have passed
since THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN first visited the
homes of many of its friends During these years
many changes have taken place. Some of these
changes have been gladdening, some saddening.
In common with our friends we too have known that
there is little permanent in this life bot the law of
changes. "The law which says all things here must
change never itself changes. Still amidst all the
changes there is much to be thankful fo.  The plea-
sant days far outnumber tt - dark ones. Themercies
far outnumber the afili ;ions. That every reader,
new and old, may have on this Thanksgiving Day a
bright and happy home, a cheery and hopeful heart
and, above all, the assurance of a home above is the
earnest wish of THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.
Friends, new and old, may you and yours sce many
Thanksgiving Days and have much to be thankful for.

By the way, how is your prayer mecting doing this
fall? Prayer meetings usual ; {all off in attendance
duzing summet.  The men do oot auend in summer.
some of them do not attend 1n summer nor any other
season. When the evenings get cool and lengthen,
in September and Qctober, attendance at prayer
meeting is sup,osed to come upto thebest. How is it
with your mecting? Are the people well out, as Dr,

Burns used to say? How about the social qualities
of the meeting? Do the people walk in stifi as posts,
sit as unsympathetic as graven images and then go
silently—perhaps we should almost say sullenly—out ?
Or do they seem to enjoy the meeting and often shake
hands and lave a little friendly chat at its close?
How about the spiritual atmosphere of your prayer
meeting? Do the people sing heartily, histen to the
exposision appreciativsly, and do the brethren who
occasionally lead in prayer do so with appropnate.
ness and a reasonable degree of fervour?  If so, you
have a fairly good prayer meeting, assutning of course
that the attendance is fair. Do the people sit with a
dissausfied, fault-finding atr, take no interest in the
meeung and sigh for exciteiment and Sam Jones? it
50, your meeting would bear some improvement.

THE liturgy question keeps cropping up in the
Yresbytenan and Congregational Churdhes on the
other side of the lines. It seems to be onc of these
questions that will not down. The Association of the
Congregational Churches, at their late meeting in
Chicago, appointed a committee to consider the
Iiturgical enrichment of the Congregational service,
It 1s asserted that a large number of people go over
every year to the Episcopal Church, and it scems to
be assumed that all or nearly all go over for the sake
of the Iiturgy. There s a huge faliacy just here, that,
so far as Canada 1s concerned, may be easily d: tected.
L.et any body make a list of all the Presbytenans he
knows that went over to the Episcopal Church, and
ask himsclf how many went over for the sake of
taking part in the prayers.  The moment one begins
to do that, he finds himself beginning to laugh. The
idea of the majority of them becoming Episcopahians
because they did not get an opportunity to pray in
their own Church is so transparently absurd thatat
excites the nsibiitics.  One in a thousand may have
gone over for that reason, but the nine hundred and
ninety-nine went for reasons of a very diflerent kind.
The question of using a modified hiturgy occasionally
is one that will bear discussion on its merits. So far
as Canada is concerned, the discussion will be gravely
prejudiced by saying that Presbyterians become
Episcopalians from pious motives, and go over
because they want to pray. The few who have gone
were not specially noted for praying before they left
—at least the vast majority of them were not.

A CORRESPONDENT of the Chrsstian-at- Work
writes wn this way of a Sabbath spent in Toronto :

\We arrived on Saturday evening, and soon began to real-
ize the quict of the city. O Saturday night all salvons are
clused at seven o'cluck, and ateso kept closed until Monday
murning, so that illicit selling is a very 1are thing. The
quict oFlhc Sabbath surpasses that of Edinburgh, or of any
Amugican city. I asked a friend to guide me to the homes
ol te.c pourestand the lowest of theinhabitants, but could not
find any of the usual signs of disorder, No sttcet cars runon
the Sabbath, no newspapers are published and no mail goes
ort; yet Torunto grows, and is not a whit behind the times,
Her statesmien bave found out that rightecusness exalteth
a nativn, while sin is a reproach to any people. \We do not
know that thiscity has a greater Eroponion of religious peo-
ple than our Umied States cities, but we do know that her po-
iitieal ecunonists have found out that law. and order are
capital for the working people as well as the churchmen,
and that the highest of police regulations i olcgal insistance
upun Sabbaih test. There is also a strong temperar.ce senti-
ment 1n_the cummuniy, althuugh there is not any aciive
prohibition movement.

Toronto is noted for a good many things. The rapid
growth of the city, the educational institutions, the
large number of young men who come here to study,
the cleanliness of our city press, the good order on
the streets and several uiticr good things have often
been pointed out by visitors. There ist athing, however,
that strikes a stranger so much as our Sabbaths. We
have, many say, the best kept Sabbath in the world.
And the Sabbath is no better kept :n Toronto than in
many othex parts of Ontario. Let Ontario honour
Gud by remembering the Sabbath day, o keep it
holy, and God will honour and prosper our beloved
Province.

SABBATH HARVESTING.

THERE 15 likely to be another commation in Scot-
land over the Sabbath question. Hitherio that land,
su strong in Presbytenianism, has. been noted £ 1 its
Sabbath keeping, but 1t 1s semarked that consider-
able change ts observable in the manner sh which
the sacred day 1s now noserved there. When great
corporations urge the. performance of work on tbat
day vigcrous protests are usually made ; but whea

some distinguished ecclesiastic gives utterance to
opinions calcul. . d to lessen the people’s respect for
one of lieaven's est blessings to weary toilers, there
is no question that sesious harm results. Quite
recently no less a person than Dr. Cunningham, of
Criefl, who has been the recipient of the highest
honours in the gift of the Scottish Church, said in a
sérmon, * When the season was Iate and the weather
threatening, it was a religious work to go to their
fields rather than their churches, and to save the pre-
crous fruits which God had given for the sustenance
of human life.”

When a faithful servant of Christ inculcates some
manifest Chrnistian duty, practical obedience 1s often
felt 1o be difficult.  This monition of the distinguished
Scotush divine harmomzes so completely with sclfish
human nature and the worldly spirit that mnany would
only be too glad of such sanction to cover their incli.
nation. No doubt some who listened to that sevmon
would have scrious misgivings, and were they to act
upon the suggestion there would be qualms of con-
science not casily gotrid of, It might be that Sabbath
harvesting would be sheltered under the plea that t
was a work of necessity and mercy,but whothat was in-
clined to take advantage of the license given by the
above declaration would not be equally jusufied 1p
urging the same plea for engaging in other secular
wutk. Has there been a single inXans e of the pro-
posed or actual infraction of the Sabbath law, where
the requitements of necessity and mescy have not been
put forth?  The opening of art muscums, the sunning
of pleasure excursions, labout in post offices, ratlway
traffic and such like have in _very instance heen
sought on the plea that it was both necessary and
mercifu! that the quiet of ®ic Sabbath should be
broken, and the great purposts of that sacred day put
aside by theit introduction. If farmers felt free to
work in the fields on Sabbath duting harvest, would
not many of them,inclined to follow Dr. Cunningham’s
advice, reason, not illogically, that if Sabbath labour
was justifiable in that case it would be in many others ?
There is not an occupation followed, but would afford
occasion for similar disregard of the requirements of
the divine law, ’

The real question is not, Is this or that particular
practice permissible on the Sabbath? but, Isthe eternal,
immutable moral law given by God to man, not only as
atest of his obedience, but designed for his kigbest wel.
fare here and hereafter, binding on the conscience ? It
isall verywell to speak of the scrupulosityof the jewish
observance of the Sabbath, but th2 law itself is one of
the Ten Words which the lapse of centuries cannot
invahdate. Is 1t better to obey the law of God, or
follow the opinions of fallible man, in such cases?

We who value the seligious privileges wnd the
manifold blessings that the sacred day of rest brings,
will view with alarm every proposal that seeks to in-
fringe on its entirety. It is a God-given, precious
hentage not to be surrendered to human dictates
however plausible.

FIT AND PROPER PERSONS.

IT 15 the general behief that the Parhiamentary elec-
tions are near at hand. The political parties are
organizing for the contest. There arc indications that
the strife will be ficrce, and the interest widespread.
1t would be pleasing if these contentions between op-
posing politicians could be carried on with less bitter-
ness and more chivalnc consideration for each other
than 1s sometimes too plamnly visible. Plain speaking,
free and full discussion, are, however,- -utial for a
thorough understanding of the pubnc questions on
which the respective parties appeal to the elector-
ate. Where feeling 1s keen it 1s natural that occasion-
ally there should be fire 1n the orator’s-words, and
somebody ts sure to get a scorching, whether he
deserves it or not.

Presbyternians, as wzll as thewr brethren of other de-
nominations, are 1a general keen politicians, It has
been their habit in the past to think and act for them-
selves. Not from them does the cry come for speciat
favours in return for their votes. No one is author-
ized in their name to pledge the Presbyterian vote to
eitk.r party. Strictly speaking, there is no such thing
as the Presbytenan vote. The column in pohitical
quotations where 1t would occur is a blank. It1s not
saleable. Presbytenans, it 1s to be hoped, vote as
Christian men undér a due sense of responsibility ;
they certainly vote as citizens, and esteem it a high
privilege to record an untrammelled vote for the men




