396

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

-I'vaz 16th, 1888,

rn Setiand < Sand. - ~——
Pastor and People.
TE DEUM [ AUDAMUS. o
** We praise Thee, O God,”
Thou art with us—ever near

When we call to Thee in trouble,
Sorrow, sickness, doubt or fear

¢ All the earth doth worship Thee,”
With hymn and chant and psalm,

From the early dawn of morning,
Through the ight so still, so calm

¢ To Thee all angels cry aloud,”
Qur dear ones gone belore
Sinpipg Hotly, 1loly, Holy,
o the Lamb for evernore.

“ Thou art the King of Glory,’
Ofttines Thy voice we heay
In the thunder's daapason,
. Or 1n accents mild and clear.

4 \We believe that Thou shalt come,”
To judge us one by one s
May there be no separation
Whean we hear Thee say, **\Well done.”

* Day by day we magnily Thee.”
1f our lives are pure and true,
Thozgh storin and cloud enrompass,
Thou wilt surely guide us through.

¢ Vouchsafe, O Lord, 10 keep us,”
Ever constant at Thy side,

May life’s last sunset lead us
To a glorious eventide.

¢+ O Lord, have mercy on us,”
Hear our prayer, dry every tear.
Comes the loviag, gentle answer,
*Fear thou naught, for I am near.”

¢ Let me never be confounded,”
Yea, never, Lord, ¢'en when
We join the heavenly anthem
In the last grand chord. Amen.

&fary Say.

THE CHARMLELED CHAMBER.

BY REV. J. A. R. DICRSORN, B.D.

It is in every house, some time or other. No homie
can be long without 1. And when 1t discovers itself
it rules imperiously over cvery one belonging to the
family, and even exerts its power far beyond it on
many others. It gathers about it eager, anxious and
sometimes, we might more truly say ofttimes, slcepless
thought. It is the centre of attention. To it an
unabated stream of sympathy flows. It commands
low-voiced speech, noiseless footsteps, subdued light,
a mufled knocker, ever open cyes, ministering hands,
loving hearts and everything it wills.  Its sovereignty
is an undisputed soveraignty, and its Jaw 1s the law of
love. Allbowtoit,and no burden it imposes, however
heavy is ever spoken of as gricvous. Al wait on it,
and duight in beroming its ministering angels.  What
is this charmed chamber? It is the sick room. That
part of the house, whether lofty ot luw, spacious ot
narrow, maguificently or meanly furnishgd, where
disease contends with health and secks to avercome
it. The sick one there, in his weakness and helpless-
ness and danger, gathers about hun the strength and
wisdom and skill not only of the indimadual dwelling
to which he belongs, but also that of the whole
‘neighbourhood. This gracious sympathy is one of
God's natural- laws, and it is unspeakably grand. It

roclaims the true kinship and hrotherhood of man.

t brings to the surfacs, what the bustle and business
of life covers up and in 2 great measure hides out
of sight, the genuine human affection cach has for the
other Ralph Waldo Emcrsun speaks a gieat truth
in these words . “We have a great deal more kindness
than is cver spoken. Maugre all the unsclfishness
that chills like cast winds the world, the whole hrmnan
family is bathed with an clement of love hke fine
etlier. How many persons we meet in houses, whom
we scarcely speak to, whom yet we honaur, and who
honourus! How many we sce in the street, or sit
with in c™urch, whom, though silently, we rejoice 10
be with®' Read the language of these wandening eye
beams. The beart kooweth™ Al this kindness is
revealed when one is thrown down by discase, and
trampled upon by pain, and threatened with death.
Thenall hearts are touched, and cxpress their sym-
pathy by doing all that can be donce to minister, so far
as in them lies, restoration to health. And that isa
toucking sight to look upon.

The sick chamber is a sacred spot. The ange! has.
comc down to trouble the waters that healing pro-
cesses, of the highest order may goon  Gad’s hand
s manifestly there ;. and it i< nor theré withou® good
Tcason, eitheras touching the individual himse!f or
those who may be affected through him.  God reached |
David through the death of his child.  Gud dealt with
Martha and Mary and a multitude of others through

the death and resurrection of Lazarus. We know
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nothing of the effects on Lazarus himself. ‘Tennyson
has expressed that as only a wise man could ¢

Behold a man saised up by Chrst !
The test remaineth uorevealed .
He told it not ; or something sealed
The lips of that Evangelist.

Whatever effect the afiliction may have on those who
can be reached through the sufferer, it is intended for
good to the sufferer himself. It is a messenger sent
to call sin to remembrance; to lead tv great searchings
of heart, that repentance and reformation may be the
result.  Sukaess to the sinfulis God s voice renunding
lnm of lus want of love to the Lord, ot his rebelhous
and unbeheving heart, and of the peril in which he is
placed, It says: “Seck the Lord winle He mav be
found, cail ye upon Hium while He is near - 1ot the
wicked forsake Ius way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts: and Iet him return unto the Lord, and He
will have mercy upan him ; and to oyr God, for He
will abundantly pardon.” Sickness to the Christian—
the man who has sought pardon through Chuost
Jesus—is a means of grace. It is intended to further
the divine life in his soul. Sudh is the explanation
given of it m Hebrews xih, 913, *We have had
fathers of our flesh who corrected us, and we gave
them reverence ; shall we not much rather be in sub-
jection to the Father of Spirits, and live? For they
verily for a few days chastencd us after their own
pleasure ; but He for our profit, that we might be par-
takers of His holiness.” This being the case, we need
not marvel at that memorable saying of the great
commentator, Matthew Henry . © Itisa great loss to
lose an afiliction.” That is, to have it go ummproved ;
unb:]cst to the spiritual uphifuing of the nature God-
ward.

Of this we may be sure, “ That nothing walks with
aimless feet.” Everything in hfe hasanusston.  And
sickness 1s sent to sweep away our dross, to refine
our nature, to bring us inte hine with God’s will,

‘In ministening to the sick, therefore, the interests
of the soul must not be forgotten any more than the
interests of the bady. It is well to scek, by every
means in our power, physical well-being , but spin-
tual well-being must not be overlooked. Then the
heart is softened, and the memory ready to receive
characters and umpressiuns it may retam for ever.
Then seed may be planted that shall grow and yield
fiuitin ume andn cternity.  Then the spintual vision
may be cleansed, and the atmosphere so cleared that
heaven and the hereafier may stand forth clearly to
view. It was the reading of Wilbesforee’s ¢ Pracii-
cal View ™ that tadght Dr. Chalmers the means of a
sinner’s acceptance with God ; but it was a sickness
at Fincraigs that cleared anay the fog that rested on
cternal realitics, and lifted up bis life to a position of
power and blessing. Before this Dr Hanna tells us
that “parochial duty pressed hghtly on Dr. Chalmers
during the fitst scven years of his mimsiry at Kil-
many. . . . Kindly inquinies were made, tender
sympathy was shown, and needful amid was tendered,
but no sohcitude was manifested as to their rehiginus
condition, no references occurred in visting them to
their state and prospects for eternity, and it was only
when specially requested to do so that he engaged in
prayer. . . . Butthegreat change came (through
his illness at Finuaig), and with it @ total alteration
in the discharge of all parochial duty. From a place
of visible subordination, the spintual care and cultiva-
uon of his pansh was clevated to the place of clear
and recogmized supremacy.  To break up the peace of
the mdifferent and secure by exposing at once the
guilt of their ungodliess and its fearful issue in a
ruined eternity—to spread out an invitation, wide as
heavep's own all.embracing love, to ciery anakened
sinner to accept of sternal life in Jesus Chrisi—io
plead with all thay, instantly and heartily, with all good
will and with full and unresenved. submission, they
shouldgivethemselyvcs up sn absoiute andentirededica-
tion to the Redeemer — these were the objects for which
he nas now seen to stnve with such a seventy of cone
viction, as smphied that hie had onc tiung to do, and
with such a concentration of his forces as to idle spec-
tators tooked hike mnsamty.”  \What 2 cleansing of the
vision and an clevation of the purpose was there !

The frequent sicknesses of Richard Baxter indited
him to great diligence in_his work of preaching and
teaching and writing books that are yet as hive coals
from God’s altar. How many have reason with the
Hebrew psalmist to say . *Itis good for methat 1
have been afiliczed , that I might lcarn Lhy statutes.®
Sanctified affl:ctivn s a chowe blessing. It isnot tost
upon us. 1t carries its own gracious teaching to the
heart to rencw the fountains of our life ; and to Iift us
up above the thraldom of the things of time and
sens

When we enter the chamber of sickness we nced
t0 pray tpeaaily for divine help and guidance that we
may know how to speak a word .in season to him that
is weary. Great skill is required to diagnosc cach
casc 50 ‘as 10 minister to it anght. The power to
speak a profitable word to the sick is a divine. qfe.
It demands a thoughtful mind, a sympathcuc hean,
an appreaation of the arcumstances—an ability to
understand what 1s nccessary. Where there 1s wisdom
a few words shzlt be sufhicient. The sick should not
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is suitable. for them, Chyist is to be central, and
the light of Him shines on sin to turn‘ the soul against
it, anﬁ on salvation to win the heart to desire it, and
on eternity to cause the soulto seck preparation fort,
Christ includes all, How sweet 1o {:e able to say as
. R. M., McCheyne does: “I have been privileged to
smooth down the dying pillow of 2n_old school com-
anion, leading him to a fuller joy and peace in-be-
icving. A poor, heavy laden soul, too, from Lambert,
I have had the joy of leading toward the Saviour.”
‘The conditions may not always scem favourable
for a * word only,” yet we must remember the com.
mand to which is joined an encouraging promise .
“ Cast thy bread upon the waters ; for thou shalt' find
it after many days.” Itis beautiful to see the sweet
floners and choice delicacies that are carried to the
sick ounes, and to mark the mamfold thoughtful at-
tentions paid to them—these are not to be omitted,
for they tell out a deep and consilerate affection—
but they arc to be crowned with Christian regard,
uttered 0 warmng, exhortation or promise. “A
word spoken in due season, how good 1tis!” Jona-
than ¥dwards' resolution may be taken as our motto,
subjectively as applying to oursclves, and objectively
as applying to others - ** Resolved to improve afilic.
tions to the uttermost.” .

THE DYING MINISTER.

Burdened with the weight of years and labours, the
old preacher.lay upon his couch, waiting the summons
of the mnessenger to call him across the river. Around
him were gathered his children and brethren, mins-
tering, as far as they could, to his évcry want. He
lay silent for a time, when one of the watchers
satd ; “He isgoingsoon.” Tears were flowing freely
from manyecyes. He roused a httle, murmuring some-

, thing that none could understand. “* His mind wan-

ders in the last hour,” said one. * He seems to re-
vive a litle” * Raise my head,” he said. “lIs it
time for the sermon? The lights are burning, and the
song scems to have died away.” All voices were
hushed as he continued .

“Well, my text is from Jesus: ‘In my Fathers
house are many mansions’—blessed words of promise.
You puat, lowly ones who iwell in cabins, remember
il is a wmansion awaits you ; and you poor, waiting
vnes, remember there are many of them. 1 promised
my children to come home, but that mansion is my
home. I am too weary *to preach long to-nighs, bre-
thren.

“What is that [ hear? The music should not: be-
gin before the sermon is over—strange voices, t0o—
no, not strange ; ’tis the wife of my early youth lead-
ing the choir— yes, and mother, too. I can't preach;
tet me lic down and rest.” He opened hiseyes. In
them was a far-away look, but what he saw none of
thie watchers could tell.  Raising his hand selemnly,
he said . “ Let us pronounce the benediction. May
grace, mercy and peace abide——"  Anunintelligible
murmur, and the hush of silence came, to be broken
by the sighing and sobbing of watchers, The-old
‘preacher hnad preached his last sermon.—Christian
Advocate.

HINTS FOR HUSBANDS.

The first duty of husbands 1s to sympathize with
their wives in ail their cares and Jabours. Men are
apt to forget, amid the perplexities of business, that
home cares are also annoying, and try the patience
and the strength of their wives. They come home ex-
pecting sympathy and attention, but arc 100 apt to
have none to give  Fequently.they are morose and
peevish, and give their attention to the newspaper, or
Jeave the house, or seck the companionship of men at
the clud or the store; and sometimes the hotel, while
their wives are left alone and sad, borme down with
family carcs, and longing for sympathy and affection.
A single kindly word or look to indicate her husband’s
thoughtfulness would lift haif the wesght of care from
her heart.  Secondly, husbands should make confi-
dants of their wives, consulung them on their business
plans and prospects, and specially on their troubles
and embarrassments. A woman's intuition is often
better than all the wisdom.and shrewdness of her
“ better-half)” and her ready sympathy and interest
is n powerful aid 10 his efforts for their mutual welfare.
Thirdly, men should- show their Jove for their wives
in constant attentions, in_their nanner of treating
them, and n the thousand and one tnfling offices of
affection which may be hardly noticeable, but which
make all the difference between a hife of sad and unde-
fined longming and a cheery, happy existence.  Above
all, men should beware of treating their wives with
tudeness and incvihity, as theugh they were the only
oncs not cntitled to their consideration and respect.
They should think of their sensitive feelings, and thesr

be lectured, but led gently on to such knowledge as '

need of sympathy,.and * never let the fire of love go
out, or cease 10 show that the fiame-is bumning with
unabated fervour.”

Srrints silver of speech is current, but base gold
of silence is ot unknown. A man may-transgress
as traly by holding his tongue as by speaking tmad-
visedlywith his lips.
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