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X oWell, n——no ! said he, ** 1 can’t honestly say that
8 1do.” )
wYou believe in prayer, and yet never pray,” smd 1 *is
thatie? "

«|tis so much o matter of mere habit, Mr, Laicus,” said
3 e, u\cnsingl{‘ 3 ¢ and I never was tramed to pray.”

g ¢ Al your lifetong,” said 1, taking no heed of the eacuse,
¢yeu have been recaving the goodness of God, and you
B pever had the courtesy to say as wuch as * thank you,'  All

X your life long you hiave been respasang agamst Hun, and
P never have begged Ths pardon, never asked Has forgaseness,
A Isitso? "

There was a moment’s pause,
¥ alinost fieecely.

E o {ow can T thank Ty, Mr Laicus,” said he, “¢when
. yeu say that 1 do net love Him, and cannot love Him,”
R «Did b ever say that you do not love God 2™ said I,

: gcnll{. o )

o \Well then,” sud Mr. Gear, ** I'say it.  There is no use
§ in beating about the bush, I say it. 1 honour Him and ye.
ere Him, and try to obey T, Lut 1 do not partculasly
tove Him. 1 do not know wmuch abwut 1hm. 1 do aot feel
IS toward 1im as T want my cluldren to feel toward me. What
Zwould you have me do, Mr. Laicus?  Would you have
me play the hypocrite? Ged has pot flatteress envugh. 1do
| not care to swell their number.”
] would have you honest with Him as you are with me,”
31 replicd. ¢ T would have you koedd down and tell Him
¥ what you have told me 5 tell Han that you do not know
§ Him, and ask Him that you may ; tell Ham that you donat
ove Him, and ask Him that you - ay "

*\ou arthodox people,” said he, * say that no man can
come to God with an unregenerate heart 5 and mine is an un-
tegererate heart, At least 1 suppose so. 1 nave been told
so often enough,  You tell us that noman can come that has
not been convicted and converted. 1 have never suffered
R conviction nor experienced convers® w, 1 cannot ery owt
8 10 God : ¢ God Le meraiful to me a smner.”  For [don’t be-
lievelam asinner. 1 don’t pretend {o be perfect. I get
B out of temper now and then. T am hard on my children
sometties, was on \Villie to.night, poor fellow. 1 even sip
% out an cath occasivnally. I am sorry for that hala: and
mean to get the better of ityet. But 1 can’tr ake a great
retence of sorcow that 1 do not eapenence.”

“You have lived,” said [, ¢ {or over thirty years the con.
stant recipient of God's mercies and loving kimdnesses, and
b never paid him the poor courtesy of a *thank you." You
have trespassed an His panence and Ths love i ways mnu-
merable through all these thinty years, and never said so
muchas * 1 beg pardon.”  And now you canluol back upon
it all and feel no sorrow, 1 am sowry il it is so, Mr.
B Gear.  Butifit is, it need not keep you from your God.
You can be at least as frank wath Him as you have been
with me.  You can tell Him of your indifference if you can-
3 ot tell Him of your penutence or your tove.”

There was a paunsc.
B “You believe in prayer,” ! continued. ‘Y ou are indig-

A rant that I suspected you of disbelief: and vet you never
fray.  Arc you not diving without God 5153t not true of you
that ‘Gad is not in all your  aglis’2”

Hewassilent.

Wil you turn over a new leaf in your life-book 2" said
. “Will you commence this night a hfe of prayer 2”
® Ileshook his head very shightly, almost smperceptibiy.
B 1 will make no prowises,” said ilc. But stll he spohe
mote to himself than to me.

Mz, Gear,” snid 1, *¢is it not evident that 3t is no use
for you and e to discuss theology 2 1t is not adiflerence of
doctrine that separates us.  Here is a fundamental duty 3
yoz acknowledge it, you assert its importance, but you have
9 never performed it and now that your attention ts called to
& it, you will not cven prowmise to fultil it in the future.”

** Mr. Laicus,” said hic, ** T will think of it. ’cthaps yon
steright. 1 have always meant to do my duty, if my duty
R was made clear.  Perhaps 1 have failed, failed possilily in
apoint of prime importance. I donot know. 1aniinamaze.
Thclieve there is a knowledge of Gud that 1 du uot pos-

s, atove of God that I do not experience. 1 believe n
8 it because [ believe in you, Mr. Laicuy, and yet more be:
B8 cause 1 belicve in my wife. But may be it will comean tsme.
B Time works wonders.”
® My very words to Jennic.  \ad leunie’s answer was smne
¥ tohim.
®  “Time never works, Mr. Gear. I3 cats and undermines
g 10d rots and s and destroys. But it never wortks, It
& ooly gives us an opportunity to work,”

} Andso I cameaway.
( 70 ke cortinsed. )
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ANCIENT AND MODERN GREER.

\What is truc of all clse which the *Athemans shaped-—
theirarchitecture, their sculpture, their tragedy—is peculiasly
tree of their language.  Itis the movt dehieate, hatmonious,
attistic furm of expression that ever hived on the hips of men.
When we talk of the stady of Greek, we incan, fust and
chicfly, the dialect and literature of Athens in the filth and
fostit centurices, B.C.

As loug as men cseape from the turmoil of the worka-
d2y wotld, and sinve to hive the intellectual and contempla.
utive life at all,there will always besame who will reverence
w5t is noble and beautiful in the faraway paste  As So-
cates says: ¢ The treasures of the wise of old, which they
tave Iclt recorded in thar scrolls, my fricnds and 1 unroll
' aad con togcther, culling whatever grod we find, and count
12 1t a grcat gan, f thereby we 'grew dear one to another.”
Peshaps 1t will not matter <0 much afier 2H, if the throng of
aliow suiplings sent up every year o the university shall
o loager have mwde Nerophon's somance of the March to
the Sea a werpus wile for painful grammanceal disseetion. Tt
will ixc just as truc as before that an carnest student of lan-
geage, o1 of literature, must always find in Attic Sreek the
vay cronn and glosy, the very heart and soul of his
desire.  The tiwe overs of Gieck will hardly be fewer or
lss camnest.  To take a fair parallel case, there are some
towhom the great Tuscans aec the clasest of friends,  And

how many of those who say to Dante: *“Tu sci lo mio
maestro ¢ il mio antore ' would wish o hear the ltalian
tonguce (or even the Commedia itself !) taught in every gidls’
arding.school, after the same fashion as French is now
treated there,  Perhaps those who can love the grrim Tur.
can will be sure to find their way to him; neither he nor
Aischylos is within the reach of schoul Children,

In the endless agsay of later writers, from Atistotle on,
there is no longer anything peculiady beautiful or noble in
the mere form of expression.  The Wfe and colour have
suddendy faded out of words,  The syntax is growing stiff
andartiicial,  And the reason is not far to sech. Attic was
50 stroas because st was alive.  Its hiterary forms had their
roats deep and firm in the spoken language of the day.
We hear at least the cchu of that hving diatect of the Atben
ian stieels in the lighter Platonic diatogues, in Aristophanes
iambics, in Nenophon's recollectiong of his aster’s comver-
<ations, in pleas like the first oration of Lysias, which s pn
into the mouth of & simple peasant. It conld not be an g
noble nor a stagnant dialeet, any more than Pluzalethan
Fuglish could be s for in it the thoughts and aspiations of
a free, enlightened and ambitions people are houtly stuking
out for themselves esh and Gt forms of expression, It
was in this same living dialeet, refined and cunaldad
hemg sull, that even Oidipous and - Antigone appealed
sten ght 1o the hearts of all Athens,

But the very preatness of Attie helped to cheek all vager
ous prowth thereafter.  As the hfe of Hellas became more
and more ignoble, its dialects inevitably shared in the general
decline, They were by no means mcapable of cultiva
tion, as the eaamg le of Theokntos suthaienly proves.  But
the writers choosenstead to ape the Attic masters. I thus
hecoming the universal htetary model, Attic became can
venuonal and anihaal ; thatas, dead ! Any one wh . has
occasion to read mmch Greek of, say, the second cen-
ry A.D., must feel that most of it is as anificial, and nat
half so clever as the Attic of Professor Jebib.
best in Tucim, we bave simply a aborivus schotarly pateh
work, made up by studying ancient authurs, Of cuusse, Pan
sanias, the traveller, for example, could read a whole libiary of
clavies aow lost ; and besides his avuned quotations, he
overflows with precious material deawn from them, Butlas
own Greek, as Greek, is poor, clumsy stuff. Hecannot! nadle
w easily enough to make himsell intelligible s not beeause
he is dull or ignarant, but because he is tying 10 cumpuose
in a dead language.

There is no need 1o continue further ona line of argn
ment which no Phithellene enjoys following,  Lven in By
zantine Greek, there is a ghasily Jikeness to Greek. A
muemmy is horribly human sull. A ace that, sinking
lower and Jower with the centunies, became the slaves of
the Roman, the Venctian, and at last of the Ottoman, could
uot but drag its language down with itinto that utter degra-
dation.  William Cransten Lazvlon, tn Seplomiber Atlantn.

THE BUILDER.

Love built him a bower
Of blossom and lower,
It breathed out its fragrance and faded ;
Fame nursed him a tree
Eauh's plory to be,
By the yeuw of the tonb at s shaded,
The pillar and tower
Of imperial power
An carthquake has suddealy cumbled §
Vride thundered alung
AVith shouut and with sung,
One flash  and dts heart was humbled.
Fair pleasure drank up
Joy's vineasreathed cup,
And revelry danced in the palace s
Bt the weed's in the floor,
And the grass at the door,
And a worm's at the mouth of the chalice.
So passcs the chime
Of the bells of old Tune,
\Vith a yesterday's plory and scrrow ;
Wrony fades from the night,
And the star of the rigit
Is the pledie and the Liape of thic morrow.
And a wanderful mom
In the East shall be bon
When from carth the usurperisdriven 3
Thiilled natere be dumb
When the mighty shall come
With the blessing and beauty of heaven.

—George Sanlin, in Clyistiae: Leader.

GRANT'S EIIGR.1MS.

His style was clear and terse, with little of usnament.  1ic
used Anglo-Saxon words wmuch moic ficquently than thosc
detived (tom the Greek or Latin.  He seldom indulged in
mctaphor, but when he did emplay a figere of speech it was
original and graphic, as when hie spoke of thie commander at
Bermuda Hundrad being **ina bottle strongly corhed,” or
alluded to aur anmics at onc time moving ** like horses i a
balky tcam, no two cver pulling together”  Ilis siyle
inchned to the epigrammatic without tus being conscious of
1t. There is scarcely a document weitten by tum from winch
bricl sentences conld not be sclected it 10 hic set in mottocs
or placed upon transparencics.  As eazmples may lic wea-
tioned : **1 propusc to move immediatcly upon your
works 3 1 shall l:}‘-\'c no lackward S.Xc‘p;" the famous
1 propose to fight it oui on this "¢ ifit takes all sum.
mer” Leat us%::wc peace 3™ ¢ The best means of secure
ing the tepeal of an obnoxious law is its vigoteus enforce-
wment.” = Gen. Horace Forter, in Harper's Alagazine for Sipe
tember.

Mz, CretcuToN, the new canon of Worcester, is the
Dixic profesor of ceclesasiical history a1 Cambridge, the
author of several hisiotical wotks, aud an occasional coniri-
butor 10 Macmilian,

Lven at ns

JBritisb_ ano jfore}gn.

Tue late Dr. Irencns Prime was the anthor of forty pub.
lished books.

Gentral Louas has neatly completed a work on the
campaigns of the rebellion.

DR, Jonx Macteon, of Govan, has been granted four
monthy” feave of absence un account of iliness,

Me. SANKEY has finally decided to remove from New-
castle, I'a., to Northfiek!, Mass., to be near Mr. Moody.

1 is teported that the wiiter who signs himsell *¢ Step-
mak *"1s Prof. Dragomanofl, who formerly held office in the
unnenity of Riev,

Tue attempt to celebrate the anniversary of Pope Gregory
VIL'S birth as a great Roman Catholic event for Germany
has proved a complete failure,

Gesrr v and Mis Logan were so well pleased with their
visit to the Thonsand Islands last year, that they ate to
spend a month there this year.

D, Tuaix Davinox was the preacher of the anniver.
saty serviees at Ramsay, Isle of Man, Ihs ** Talks to Young
Men™ has reached a second edation,

Tuere are three chusches in London where wore than
half the wembers have been gathered in by the pnmitiveand
apostulic wethad of sucet-preaching.

Rev C. U, Lirre, younger brother of Canon Knox
Little, has resigned the chaplancy of the English Church at
St Petersbusg which he has held since 18So.

‘Tue fisst of the three essays on the Sabbath mentioned by
the adjudicators as of ** distinguished merit,” and, therefore
the hfth of the whole 230, was by Rev. J. Smith, MLA,,
‘Farland.

‘I'ne: Gaelic Church at Gree..och has given a unanimous
all to Rev. John Campbiel], missionary at Plantation, Govan,
tee the pastorate vacaut by the transtation of Mr. Macaskill
to Dingwall

Rev, James Wirson, a probationer of the U.P. Church,
hias bicen received by Greenock Presbytery as a minister
of the Church of Scutland in sccordance with the decision of
last Assembly.

WueN Rev. T, Nichol, B.1)., Tolbooth Church, Edin-
Lurgh, addiessed St, Andrew’s Presbytery on the subject of
cuangehzing the Jews, his plen was wanuly supported by
Prinapal Tulloch.

A1 Hamilton, new mission halls to cost $10,250 have
been commenced in connection with the church.  They are
planned-1n the shape of the letter L to suit the triangular
shape of the ground.

Lacal option is gaining ground in Georgia. 1t gives com-
munities a chance to rid themselves of drunkenness and a
great proportion of crime, with great satisfaction to the
respectable majority.

Tine Synod of Moray has lost one of its most scholarly
mambers and the Preshytery of Strathbogic its clerk by the
death of Rev, T‘Ohn Annand of Caimcy. He died suddenly
at the age of fifty-five.

Ox1¥ three printer’s crrors have yet been discovered in
the various cditions of the Revised Bible issued by the
Oxfo1d press—** ¢ Teft out of *“righteous ™ ; ** shaifs ” for
s shafts ' 5 and ** overflowing” instead of *“ everflowing.”

ALREADY the missionaries on  the Congo have penetrated
a thuusand miles into the intenor. Fourteen Protestant and
four Ruman Catholie stations have been erected, and in cone
nection with cach of these from 42,000 to £8,000 have been
judiciously dishursed.

Proressor Davin SwiNG proposes to limit sufftage to
thote who can show, at least, $500 wonh of propeny.
There is something wiser than wit in the Clevcland JVarn
Dealer’s comment : ** This would have ruled out Christ and
all the apostles, except Judas.”

Tue Irish Preshyterians protest against the assumption of
the neme of * The Churrh of Ircland ™ Ly the Episcopalians.
The Roman Catholics have for once jusned them. Lord
Plunket contends for the exclusive title, but hi3 arguments
are very weak and bigoted fur so clever a prelate.

Mk, Joux Bricur, in proposing the health of Lord
Uanington at the Spencer banquet, said he drank it ina
bevesage much more ancient than winc, and much more
wholesome, and that he would think better of those who fol-
lowed his example than of those who did not.

Two memorials, the onc signed by 970 members of the
congegation of Holy Trinity, Homsey, and the other by
1,260 residents of the patish, have been seat to Mr. Glad-
stone, urging him to induce Rev. Robert Linklater, the
Ritualist he appointed, to withdraw from the living,

Di. NorMAMN MacLEOD, of Edinburgh, assisted at the
communion 1n Morven lately, officiating in the pulpit from
which his ancestors preached for upwards of a century. A
profound impression was made upon the_ multitude of wor-
shippets of the Gaclic preaching of Mr. Macruary of Titee.

FrEk St. Matthew’s congregation, Glasgow, arc at pres.
ent crecting & handsome hall, with all modern improve-
ments, 1n xicir mission district at Springhank. Thc memo-
rial stone was laid on Saturday by Rev. C. A. Salmond,
the pastor, in presence of a large assemblage of people
belonging to the congregation and the mission.

Ix St. Elvan's Church, Aberdare, a member of the choir,
has resipned rather than obey the order to come to the con-
fessional, and a daughter of a leading tradesman of thetown
has left the congregation on account of the revolling gues.
tions put to her in the confessional. At Merthyr 2 pro-
nounced Rituzlist has been appointed to the vacant living.

SiNCE the close of 1854 the Rev. Narayan Sheshadii has
been privileged 10 1cccive into the Church of Christ by
hapiem more than twenly persont, foutteen of these being
adults.  In his next missionary tour towards the city of
Taithan, in the native State of Ilyderabad, he expects to
adwit about a hundred who are under training for Laptism.



