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the urgeat necessity of the separation of the non-crimi-
nal, or of those entering on a carcerof ctime, from the
soclety of the confirmed criminal ciass, The palnful
fact was elicited that in many it not most of the country
gaolsthere wereno fagilities for this needful separation.,
Strong things were sald on this polnt, but there was,
thece can be, no exaggeration, even in the steongest
expression,

A valuable paper was contributed by the assistant
lady superintendent of the Mercer Instiinte. Shelis
perfectly carrect in her oplolon that short terns of
tmprisonment are powerless to effect the desited re-
clamation of the viclous, Thls is also a question that
calls for immediate attention,

One other special point was made, and the good
wozk done by the Prisoners’ Ald Assoclation enforces
the recommendation, that kiedred soctéttes sor the
care of dlschorged prisoners and helping them solely
in a manner that will enablz them to help them to
step from their dead selves to better thiogs, Herels
a field for good dolog that wmill be fruitul in blessed
results, .
PETITION FOR A™ AMENDMENT OF THE

CIVIL LAY OF THE SABBATH,

Sir,—Will you parmit me through the columns of
THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN to call the atteation of
Presbytery clerks and all {reads of Sabbath observ.
ance, to the petition now beinp printed and circulated,
and which will bs in the hangds of Presbytery clerks
forthwith, for distribution throughout the congrzga-
tlons of the Church for signature, Joint action has
beea agreed upon, and an amendment of the civil law
of the Sabbath is to be asked for, Prompt action ls
necessary as regards getting petitions sigued, and for-
warded to O:tawa, Asa rule it is desirable that each
petition be sent to the member who represents the
constituency from which it comes, to be by him pre-
sented to the House. ‘The reason for this is so obvi-
ous that it needs po explanation, The sooner the
petitions are forwarded the better. The Assembly’s
Committee hope that it is only necessary to call attea-
tion to the Assembley’s dircctions to Presbytery clerks
in this matter, Appendix p, 164.

W. T. MCMULLEN,
Woodstock, Foint,Convener of Commstiee

Fan 25th, 1884, on Sabbath Observance.

P.S.—The petition is to be signed in duplicate—one
to the Commons and one to the Senate.

inad Y

AUGMENTATION OF STIPENDS.

In reply to some questions that have been asked
regarding the envelopes furnished for the purpose of
making contributions for the Augmentation Fund, I
may state ;—

1. Thatthe envelopes are intended for 245 year's
cortribution enly, and no contributor is understood to
be pledged to give the same amount annually,

2. Contributiors made by envelope are intended to
be put ioto the cullection plate, or sent tothe treasurer
of the congregation, and to be forwarded by him tothe
Rev. Dr. Reid, Toroato.

3 It is very desirable that contributions skould
reach Dr. Reid, at latest, early in March, so that the
commit’ee, which will meet about the end of that
month, may know on what basis to make payments
for the half year ending 315t March,

ZToronto, 26tk Jan., 1854, D. J. MACDONNELL.

ACXNOWLEDGMENT.—Rev, C. E, Amaron acknow-
ledzes with thanks, the sum of $10 for the Ditchfield
French Church, from a friend in Fergus, Ontario,
whose name he cannot make out,

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS —Rev. Dr. Reid has received
the following sums for schemes of the Church,
viz: A thank-offering from D. for Freach Evangel
ization, $3, also Mission to the Jews $2; A
Friend, Youngsville, for Home Mission, $2. A.
C., Toronto, for McCall Mission, Paris, France, $1.

LOOKING out upon the mission field of Northem
Pearsia, we see forty missionarics occupyleg the chief
centres, and about a hundred out-stations. clustered
around ; there ars nearly two hundred native assist.
tents aniing to man these centres and out-itations, and
nearly two thowsand communicants located at these
p-lats, 30 as to form an excellent leaven for the whole
mass.  And thers is an opan door to the Gospal in
¢very houss in all this great fisld, ’

S BBATH $oH00L BACHER,

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
. LESSON V1.

THE CONVERSION OF L.VDIA.
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GoLoxN TrxT.—" Whose heart the Lord opened

that she attended unto the things which were spoken

of Paul,”—Acts 16: 14.

TiMs— A.D, §32. Directly (ollowing the eventsof last
lesson 3 probably & year had elapsed since startiog on this
jonmc)'-

Prack.~Dhilippl, in Macedonla,

Notesand Comments,~—Ver 11,  **Thercfore:” bee
cauts of the vision, *'Loosing:" Rev. *‘setting sail.”
* Straight coursa & ** they had a favourable wind, by which
:hey wers only two days frum Troas tv Neapolis, wheizas
five daye were taken an the retutn voyage {tom Phll?pl.
' Samothracls,” av_lsland eight miles long, six broad, la
the Egean Sea, ** Neapolis. ™ sixty.five miles further on
tha maintand cosst, ten mtles from Philippi. They did oo
remain at either of these places golog or returniag

Ver. t2. ' Philippt: ™ a cil{ of Macedona, * It took
its name from {ts founder, Phiiip, the father of Alexander.
prominent in secular history as the scene of the great battle
which sealed thefate of the Roman Republic— Brutus snd
Casslus being defeated by Avgustus and Antony, ** The
chiclcity 1** eather, the first, or as the Rev. hasit, **the first
of the district,” for the ideais, not that it was the capital
or principal place 3 but, asthecry had been from Macedonta,
they bad pushed on not tarrying until they resched this, the
first city In Macedonia, *‘A colony: " the Romsan colony
was a kind of winlature Rome with all the privileges and
governmental order of the imperial city ; its magistrates bore
the Roman titles. The Romans planted here were the
soldiers of Antony sent by Augustus. The events which
befel the apostle at Philippt were directly connected with
the privileges of the place and with Paul'sownprivilegesas a
Roman citizen,

Ver. 13. The company had been in the city certain
days, and now ‘‘on the Sabbath " they go out to & niver
side, the Gangas, in all ?mbablli!y. thoogh some have
supposed the Strymon,  *‘Prayer wont tc be made: ™ if
Paul looked for & synsgogue he did not 6iad one, but he
did find that a little company, chiefly, if not altogether
women met for prayer, cither in a small temporary
bullding such as were sometiraes so used, or simply at a
certain spot by the river, and to these women they spake,
a small, unpromising beginning, but from this mustard
seed prew the preclous hatvest of a floutishing church.
So did the Master speak to the woman of Samaria.

Ver. 14. We now have the first fruits of the work in
Europe ; not very much, but what o harvest has followed.
¢ Lydia: " probably so called from the country from which
she came. Thyatriavasa city of Lydia, ip Asia Minor, ** A
seller of purple: * purple dyesor cloth, the colour was ob-
tained from & shell fish, the inhabitants of Thyatira ioherited
the réputation of the Tyrians for this colour, so extravagautly
vnlucg at that time. **Worshipped God:™ she was a
proselyte. ¢ Opened:” the heart has eyes, Eph, 1:13;
they are naturally closed, it is ooly God who can open
them. ¢ Lord-opened:” by His tgixit, made her willing
to hear, and y to receive. ‘‘The things spoken by
Paul - " the way of salvation through Jesus, It appears
to have been a quiet conversation rather than 2 preach-

ing.

%Ier. 15. Baptized : " having received the truth she made

a public profession of her faith , she was got ashumed of
esus. * Houschold * " we have in ftais chapter another
nstance of the baptism of a houscho’d ; one also in ver.
33; in ch. 10: 2, 44-48, and in ¥ Tor. 1 ¢ 16, not to press
16. 15 of the same eplstle; how any one not wedded w
n theory, and looking at the narrative through the medium
of that theory, can argue that there were not children in
any of these families, or that they were not included in
the rite, it is impossible toconceive,  Would not the Jews
who circum their infants, and the Gentiles who pun-
fied them by water natarally present them for baptism,
surely yes, and have we the shadow of a hint that they
were forbidden to do 502 no* one. **I{—faithful—come
{nto mwy house:” & modest petiticn, humble and carnest,
her heart was drawn out towards those who had given
het spiritual things and sk~ would minister to them of her
lem;l)oxal things: see 2 Kings 4: 8-10. “‘Constrained:”
would take no refusal, as in Luke 24 ¢ 29, the disciples and
the Master.

Ver. 16, * As we went to prayer:" not on the same
day, Paul and.his companions spent several Sabbathsin
Philippi.  ** Spirit of divination:" or of Python, the
name of the serpent at Delphi killed by Apollo™ (10 myth-
ology teaches), it afterwards became the pame of sooth.
sayers, especially of those who practised ventriloguism. Phe
people thought that a God dwelt within her,  Paul saw
cnly one possessed by an unclean spirit, 2 ‘demoniac ; she
was & wixturé: of fraud, clairvoyance, insanity, and devil.
“ Gaiu Uy S3othsaying:"” pretending o foretell, for this
money was paid to her mastess. Irreligion encourages such
gain, religion forblds it,

Ver. 17.- “* Followéd—czied's ™ closs and frequently, to
passers by, ‘*These men:” ete. Soth. demons recog.
pized and trembled at Jesus.  Matt, 8:29 5 Mark, 3: 11,
ete.  * Way of Salvation:” or of safety, as the populace
would yaderstacd,

Ver, 18, For the honour-of the Masterit was necdful to

sto&th!s, lest it might be supposed -that Paul had dealings
with this spirit, he was-*'grieved,” not for himself but for
Him whose name he bore,  *‘In the name of :" Paul, like

Peter, parformed his mireclesin the name of Jesus, they
wonld not be supposed to.be working by their own - power,
¢ Comeoutofher :” it was a real deliverance from the evil

ope, Weare not told, but probabiy-the deliverance was

completed by the damsels conversion, entering into the
liberty of Jesus Chrlat,

Ver. 19, Here the lcee of gain cx‘\nes fn, not the first
time the eatl{c!mrcb hadconfronted it, Seech. 5§21+ 115
8 3 183 northe last, 191253 241 26, And since those days
it has not lost power nor evil Influence. These * masters”
were willing that the gitl should coatlnue a demontiac rather
than that their “gains" bhad gone. * Caught Paul and
Sitlas 1™ the Yeaders, Luke and moxhyh:]nf only subord.
inates appear 1o bave been lel unmolested, ¢ Market
place ** in Greek cities, the centre of soclal life, there sat
the magistrates for the transaction of legal business,

Vers, 20, 21. '“Jews " aterm of contempt used to
prejudice the magistrates aid people, the Jews were in ex-
ceeding bad odour just then, they bad lately been bapished
from Rome by Claudius, *Trouble our city:” this the
ostensible, loss of the real, ground of thelc action,
* Customs tiot lawful ¢+ "' Judaslim was permitted, but its
followers, wete not allowed to propagate thele religion, pa.
gans wete expressly foibidden under heavy penalties to
andergo cucumcision , Chisuanily was looked upon as a
form of Judalsin. ** Belog Romans. " another artful appeal
to pattiotic prejudices.

Ver. 22. Thiswassufiicient. ¢ Tha multitude : ”* easily
I moved as mobs gencrally are.  ** Magtstrates 3 to please
the people, su Fuie scuurged and delivered Jews, * Sent
~commanded to beat:* Rev, ‘with rods” Roman
scourglog was very severe, * Thrice was I beaten with
rods,” says Paul, 1 Cor, 11:25. Perhaps in the tumult
Paul and Silas had no opportunity to clatm their Roman
citizeaship.

Vers. 23, 24, * Many stripes: ¥ the law of Moses mercis
!uly limited pusishment, The Roman law did net; Paul
said, 1 Thess. 2:2. They were *shamefully entreated.”
‘¢ Prison—chargiog : "’ as it they were dangerous criminals,
* loner prison : " a dungean, probably adark cold cell from
which light and air were excluded.  ** Stocks:' a heavy
plece of wood with holes into which the feet were put, and
stretched apatt from one another, It was thus an ipstrument
of tortute.  Chtistianity has carried its ameliorating in.
fluences even into our prison.

HiNTS TO TEACHERS,

Prefatory.—Although we have referred in the *'notes ”
to the baptism of Lydia’s household, as bearing on the
juestico of the baptism of infants, a3 we covld hardly hel
doing, it would not be well to let that subject be discussed,
even in « class of senior scholars. The doctrine does not
test upon that or similar passages, and, without disparagin
this doctrine, the importance of which s hardly enovug
realized we fear to-day, it is yet true that there aie other
thoughts which in this fesson demand the chief attention,

Topical Analysis.— (1) Thue conversion of Lydia
vers. $1-15). (2) The possessed damsel (vers, 16 - 18),
(3) Th)e arrest and imprisonment of Paul and Silas (vers,
19 -24).

The firse tepic s full of important lessons. We have
the Gospel taught. The apostolic company was not above
sitting down with asmall band of women acd telling them
of Jesus, Theydidnot ask :§* Is it for thiswe have been led
from fields white to the harvest to speak to a few women 2"
but like the Marter did the work bLelore them, Learn and
teach that there Is no estimating the result to the world, of
winning one soul to Christ.  The history of the church is
full of such instancer ; teach your one or two scholars if you
have no more, feeling that maybe the conversion of thous.
gsuds may follow y~ur prayetful fanofulness with these,
Don't omit to point vat that the action of chese men was,
in another thiog—like that of Jesus, wherever they were
they sought out a place of worship on the Sabbath, if there
was no synagogue they found **a place where prayer was
wont to be made,” Yet further we sce the gvspel recaved,
Show that it was in obeying the commandsof Gud and seck-
ing Him in prayer that Lydia found the blessing, Cor-
nelius prayed and Peter was sent,  Lydia prays and Paul
13 led handreds of miles to open to her the truth, and God
opened hier heart to attend, give beed uato the things
spoken: **The preparation of the heart—is from the Lord,”
Prov. 16 - 31.  Ther thete i3 23¢ Gospel manifested. The
pew life in Lydia’s heart could not be hidden, it shone forth,
and its first manilestation was love to the brethren, she
“ constrained " them to enter into her house, *and abide
there,” and this would be followed by other proofs of the
changein her heart; we know this, that slie was not ashamed
of the asposties in their bonds, for when they lett the prison
it was to het house they went, and it was there they met the
brethren and comfosted them,

On the second topic we may teach (1) Thatevil spirits are
a reality and so exercise a power over the actions of men
and women to-day, though the manifestations may differ,
These who would teach us there is no devil are dolng his
wotk. He is wishful that men thould dishelieye his exist.
ance. (3) That evil spirits &ncww Jesus and the gospel and
are compelled to consfess thems. This they did unwllingly
' e was on sarth. Matt. 8 : 29, etc.  Jesus is the
' ‘sitroi:lxgct mao armed that overcomes the strong one, even the

evil,
| Ca the third 'topic, we sce at once that the gospel 1s
i &io:ed ¢o all woicked way. of gatr, There are men in 'this
[}
]
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ada of ours, as there were at Philippi in the first century,
who care nothing for the souls or bodies of their fellow-men
so long as they themselves can get gain; to get money
is not wrong, to get it by evil practices is, and no.oce can
¢ a true Chuistian and make .money by improper mieans,
the gosnel is & tramgforming puwer and purifies whatever it
touches,  Further, Christians mast expecs oppasition and
gemc:;ion from the world, The power of evilis crippled
y the influence of the Gospel pervadicg worldly laws,
but the spirit remains ready to show. itself when opportun.
ity occurs,
Main Truth.—Through evil repoit and through good
; feport the gospel spreads and shall finslly conquer and fill
the whole world.—Psa, 22:27;.Pna.72:9and on; Isa.
2:2; Danl. 21 35, 44 3 Mal. 12 125 1 Cor. 157324, 25;
Rev. 53 13. » . .



