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The following paper, on the Reciprocal Relations
and Obligations existing between the Sabbath School
and the Church, was rcad at the Anaual Convention
of Brant County Sabbath Schoal Association, by the
Rev. James Ballentine, of Paris -

The subject 1 have to introduce to the Convention
is much too large for exhaustive treatment in the al.
lotted space of fiftcen minutes. I can only hope to
present you with a suificiently bold and suggestive
cutline. Proceeding by comparison, no one here re-
quires to be told that there are “ reciprocal relations
and obligations existing between ” husband and wife,
parent and child, master and servant, king and sub.
ject, pastor and member. Yet the actual persons in
these varied relations, with their consequent moral
obligations, may be, and often are, very poor illustra.
tions of the Divine ideal. Bu* however the said re.
12 eng may be distutbed, and their respective obliga.
tions gaiu—id, or even repudiated, they are neverthe-
less real and abiney . and society, good or bad, re.
fined or barbarous, peflueasnt or transient, is the
fruit of their neglect and denial ou «wa one hand, or
of their recognition and acknowledgment on e other
hand. I doubt not that indifferent Sabbath schoois
are to be found in Ontatio as well as indifferent
Churches, which fall far short of the standard of Scrip-
ture. Sabbath schools, moreover, which are doing
their work dutside of our*various (less or more) admir-
able Church systems. Sabbath schools, that is to
say, that have “no vital connection with the living
organism, but are meiely attached to it externally.”
Now, to know the relationin which two persons stand
to one another, is often all that is necessary to under-
stand their mutual obligations. But I am not aware
that the precise relation of the Sabbath school to the
Church has ever been fairly taken up and definitely
determined by any Church Court.* Yet this, surely,
is a point of fundamental importance, namely, /4,
position of the Sabbatk sihool, as one has put it, with
reference o the general Church organization. The
Sabbath school is spoken of, indeed, as *the minis-
ter’s best instrument,”“his rightarm,” as “the Church's
happiest appendage;” again, as “ not so much a sup-
plement to the Church, as a part of its necessary ma-
chine ;" still farther, as * only the Church working by
a new method adapted to the times ;” and yet agaip,
as “one of the most important of all the meetings of
the Church.” For the purpose I have in view, I shall
consider and define the Sabbath school as simply an
smporlant ageny of the Church for feaching and i
pressing upon the young the great truths of Holy
Seripture. 1 have said a» important agency of the
Church ; for it must not be forgotten that there are
other important agencies, ¢ £, the home schoo), the
pulpit, and the sanctuary. I trust, moreover, that
by-and-by, in all the day schools of the land, every
boy and girl in the Dominion will be made acquainted
with the Word of God, the sacred oracles being there
read and studied as they now are in our Sabbazh
schools. Christianity is, undoubtedly, the corner.
stone of truc national greatness. “Let the convic-
tiop,” wrote Dr. Chatles Hodge years ago, “fasten
itself upon you, that you can in no way do so much
good, in no way more effectively promote the salvation
of your fellow.men, than by educaling them by the
Bible” But I now proceed to state, as briefly yet
clsarly as I can, the mutual relations and obligations
ot the Sabbath school and the Church. Beginning
with the Church, I bave to say.that, on its side, f4re,
things are required -

1. That it shosld intelligently appreciate the great
value of the Sabbath school. When 1 speak of the in-
dividual Church, I mean its minister, officers, and
members. They should make themselves acquainted
with the whole Sabbath school movement— with its
origin, its progress, and its triumphs, They should
study its nature, its aims and objects, its motives and its
methods. They must not approach it in the spirit of
the minister who said, “We must take care not to
make the Sabbath school too attractive, lest we lead
the children to elevate it in their afections above the
religious teaching which they recelve at home.” 1In

‘eI must be undestood to speak here as & Presbyterian ;
for it would seem that the Mcthodists are in advance on this
matter.

the light of the Master’s appointment, “ Go ye, there-
fore, and Jzac/ all nations,” the Sabbath schoz! wears
acrown ol special honour, as a feacking institution,
sohere tne {ruths taught arc spiritual and elernal
They are doctrines that take precedence of the best
maxims of philosophy and the richest inductions of
science, \What is the knowledge obtained by dissects
ing beetles and analyzing flulds compared with the
knowledge of God, of Christ, of the Holy Spitit, and
of the great doctrines of redemption, the atonement,
ths ‘tesurrection, and the eternal judgment? And
thera is the doctrine of the priceless value of one im-
mustal soul. The Sabbath school has its best explana.
tion and vindication in the passion of Christ-saved men
and women to win souls for Christ. ‘That poor boy, that

wandering city arab, has beneath his tattered vesture.

a soul that will exist when thrones have gone to dust,
and great empires have passed away. And Jesus loves
him—Jesus died to save him—such are the convic-
tions and such are the noble impulses of all true.
heaited workers in our Sabbath schools, The Sab.
bath school movement is not a movement for keen,
sour, and jealous criticism ; but for intelligent appre-
ciation and healthy, cordial, generous sympathy.

2. That it skould cfficiently orgaxize and marinlain
the Sabbath school. ‘To my mind, an efficiently or-
ganized Sabbath school includes the pastor, as super-
intendent, a converted man ; the superintendent
{where the pastor cannot act) a converted man, and
tha teachers all converted persons. But whilst piety
is the hrst senyisite, we also want intelligence. “Have
right doctrine in the Lead ” writes one, * and then set
the soul on fire, and you will s00u win the world.” 1
do not sympathize with the tall talk in certain quarters
about the march of education in our day schools, and
the consequent necessity of an elevation of the stan.
dard of teaching in all our Sabbath schools. 1 think
it very possible that a teacher who does not know the
difference between Bethesda and Bethsaida may yet
be a more successful winner of souls to Christ than
the *advanced thinker” who stickles for grammar
and pronunciation. There are some white-neck-tied
and kid-gloved exquisites in our Sabbath schools,
whoseintolerableself-conceit and affectation doa thou-
sand times more harm than the homeliest utterances
of our ill.cultured but warm-hearted and devoted
teachers. On the other hand, intelligence adoms
piety, and makes it more effective every way. \We
ought, undoubtedly, tc seek to elevate the standard of
teaching in our Sabbath schools ; but in doing so we
must take care not to frighten away some of our best
teachers by our learned talk about higher culture,
sacred cnticism, philology, collation of manuscripts,
and 1 know not what else. Let the teachers be sup-
plied with the usual Lesson Helps. jThese, with some
good commentary (Henry's), and some work explana-
tory of Oriental manners and customs (* The Land
and the Book "), are amply sufficient for all the ordi.
nary purposes of Sabbath schoolteaching. Indeed, the
teacher as well as the pastor must beware of over-
loading his brains with other men‘s niaierials. Let
kis own mind work on the lesson during the week.
With such helps as he can command, let him seek to
get the lesson, and then, on Sabbath, as a St. Louis
munister has put it,let him endeavour to imparfit and
fmpress it

The pastor will do well to help his Sabbath school
teachers by making the lesson his theme of lecture on
some week evening ; and at the close let the teachers
remain behind for examination, with a special view to
the actual work of teaching on the following Sab-
bath.

The expense of Lesson Helps and Sabbath
school papers for teachers and scholars should be
cheerfully borne by the whole Church, as it is Church
work of the most important kind that is being done
in our Sabbath schools.

Sufficient and appropriate time for the work of the
Sabbath school will, of course, be given. Suitable
accommodation, moreover, for Sabbath school pur-
poses should be provided by the Church. Poverty,
no doubt, often prevents progress here ; and truth, it
may be borne in mind, has no special predilection for
the pillared arches of superb cathedrals.  Still, a pro-
test maybe entered againstthose dark,dampbasements
of churches, named by one *delightful dungeons,”
to which so many of our Sabbath schoo! children are
weekly consigned. Handsome, well-lighted, well-ven-
tilated, and well-furnished rooms, with chairs or
benckes with backs, black-board, maps, pictures, and
mottoes, are a pleasant advance on the old style of

-

things. Spurgéon himsel{ admits the truth of an
American visitor's description of his Sabbath achoo!
as a “sepulchre,” or, in the words of an Irishman cos.
cerning a fine cemetery, ‘“‘as a very healthy place 1o
be buried is *

3 TAat st should promote by godliness and prayer
its higRest success. As s the Church, so will be the
Sabbath school. Gay, worldly Chuoch members, who
see no harm in the ball-room and the theatre, have 2
blighting influence on the Sabbatk school, To such
the success of the school means the successful picnic,
social, or strawberry festival.  Againstthese thingsin
themselves, and as properly conducted, I utter no
word of fanatical condemnation; but, emphatically, tke
Church must be careful, as an able writer has ex.
pressed it, to givethe Sabbath school a spiritnal oy
mosphere. Let it never be forgotten thatthe Sabbaty
school is simply a means to an end—the couversion
of souls, the impressing on the hearts and consciences
of our little ones the simple truths of the glorious
Gospel. We may have the most elaborate sysiem,
and the best of machinery; but unless the Lotd so
bless us, our labour will be in vain, Whilst we talk
about the charming innczence of childhood, and lose
ourselves in amiable piatitudes, these old oracles
abide: “The heart is deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked ; who can know it?" “Foolish.
ness is bound up in the heart of a chiid ;” and “ Who
can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not one”
We need the truth—the word read and preached,
but we also need God's Holy Spirit.  What avails to
a blind man a whole heaven of twinkling luminaries?
And what avails the whole panoramic splendour of
redemption to a soul “dead in trespasses and sins}’
“ Open thou mire eyes,” says the Psalmist, “qhat |
may behold wondrous things out of Thy law.” Nor
are any gifts more free than those of the Holy Spurit.
“1f we, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto
out ‘children, how much more shall our Father who
isin heaven give His holy Spirit to them that ask
him!” Let minister, officers and members, and
teachers and scholars, unite to plead for the Holy
Spirit. His “ baptism of fire ™ is the grand secret of
success. It is told of the great Welsh preacher,
Christmas Evans, that on one occasion he tarried in
his apartment beyond the time for setting out to ser-
vice. The servant girl, who was sent to call him,
came back stating that on approaching the door of us
room she heard him talking with some one, and sa5-
ing, “1 will not go unless Tkou wilt go with me’
“That will do,” said the farmer, whose guest the
preacher was ; “he will come, and that other will
come with him, and great things will be done hereto.
day.” I only add, that it was so. Brethren, pray
more for the Sabbath school.

And now, in the second place, and still more briefly,
let me say that on the side of the Sabbath school are
also required fliree things :

2. A loyal regard to the Church's authority. Dif-
ference of opinion may arise where harmony offeeling
is not disturbed. In such a case, asin that of husbaad
and wife, it is well to have a recognized head as the
constituted seat of authority. Now, it is clear thatthe
Sabbath school is of the Church, not above it nor
apart from it. It should, therefore, report its doings,
as may be arranged, to the Church. The Church is
doubtless respousible for what teaching is given tothe
young. No books should be admitted into the L.
brary nor periodicals into the school without the san:.
tion of the pastor and of those associated with himin
the spiritual oversight of the congregation. Norin
any doubtful matter should the teachers ever act
independently. They should'regard themselves, not
as the mere members of a cluh, or lodge,.or coterie—
though even these have rules whose breach is dis-
honour—but as the Church’s {zithful and loving ser-
vants for Christ’s sake. On the other hand, itis
sufficiently trying to hard-working Sabbath schoo!
teachers to be interfered with, o5 they sometimes are,
by Church officers, who perhaps have never evinced
any interest whatsoever in the Sabbath school, and whe
never appear in its circuit but as carping critics ad
martinet rulers.

2. Pecuniary help to the Church's Mission Schemes.
In Churches sustained by voluntary contributions,the
children cannot be too early trained to give moneyto
the support of Christ's cause. A better beginning
cannot be made than by securing their interest in the
Church’s Heme and Foreign Mission Schemes, We
beard of one young person the other day who pre- .
ferred to give 10 missions in the great North-Wer



