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lt nnaw %nfet tisai ye have kn'wn .sor lather arte
lcnown ci (Jiat. how tuin ye ailn ti Ille %talt &ni isegolty
ceniniis ci euisto te clestre agsi ta, e in t.ondsge:i
observe tisys. anti înonthll ànti suises and V ts. 1 an airaiti
o1 OUI lest 1 b'ave bestowcl itspn yuu Iitwcur in vasin.-

saltiant iv. 9 il.
Surrocîncecl by a virici> of l iccl anti 1'rictice as we

atrc, andi in these diys wlsen ditse appcaîis ta bc a pre.
vailinj diuspostion todcp.ist the olcI andi tricti pasîs,,usi
la weil ta ha abie ta gise A reàson fi out (astis andi Vrac.
tîce. It la theduty, indieed, cf ai Cliristlins nlot oniy
Ita stncîiiy tise Lorid Gc'c in tiei ieut but alcon tO

dibe ready aiwaya ta give an ansA et te every one that
asketh you ai ressont of thse hope tisaii oa n you wi ail
meekness and (car." Tise question is 3ornetimes.icd,
WVhy do l treabytcrians flot observe isai> days? WVls>
do they not observe Christma,.s antI Cocci Friclay, andi
aaints'and other days? Z e purposc tc gise, In âfliwOt
ta thîs qusesion, the tensons wsii have lstherto been
consideroti suflicient Io Indutce ient ta disregard
such tisys se fAr as any religious observance of tlsem
is concernoti. ht has aiways been isciti as reasanabie
andi Scriptura! ta obuervc ipcmsl da>s ai iastasg andi
thanksgiving, appointer! by proper authority, as ex-
traordinary dispensations ai Divine Providence miay
direct. Dti care is ta b. takon in relation cccii t0
sntcb daXs when tisey are made stateti observances,
recurring at stateti times, whatever the aspect ai
Providence may bc, lest iorisiality andi superstition bc
proinoteti rathor tisan tise cdifscntion ai the body ai
Christ. Under tise Gospel dispensation tdsere lit but
one day cammandoti ta bc kept holy, nanici>, thse
Lord's diay, which is tise Christian Sabbatis. Wsth
respect ta ail other days we renark, i. There la ne
Scriptural warrant for thoir obsessance. Tisa Word
af Gad is aur only rise ai faitti andi practice. Ilut
dcire nlot thse word Lister or cur ini Actex il. 4 ? It
does. This is ane ai those passages in which tise
prapor translation ai thse original word was changeti
ta suit certain views helti by King Jasnes andi thc
Court clergy. Any onn at ail acquainteci with tisa
original kssows that it is tise Passover tisai la moant.
Nor dates tise observance ai set clays under tise Olti
Testament dispensation make anytisng in faveur of
sucis da):§ ussder dtîss dispensation ; far il e pccliari-
tics ai ilsat di-.pens.itian arc ne loniger binding or
evers la% fui. hi would bc just -as rc.ssonable on this
ground itn pîcati for the vita ai incense, burnt affcrsngs,
andi the abýe vance ai tise Passover. Tis s our firsi
reason %% hy ciae do flot observe sucis days. :. In the
second place, we reinai 1. that tise Scr ptures, sii tcas 1%
doa not warrant thse observance rf mî ci# days, Lut tic>)
positivcly discaunstcn:i ci ilsaîr cb.cn'ai'ce. V'ery
early in tise history cf tise CJhristian Cisurcîs d-d pro.
fcssing Christians, wiso rnzy hava bec'> sinctre andi
earzsa nisca, ttsy itu bring in flot only tirar in doctrine,
but, alFo, errer ini practsce, aniscnsist upon tihe tb-
servance cof the set days, ant imes and seamons of a
former dispeussation. Tiscy sen: sa far as ta say.
" Except ye b. circumcisad aiter tise m, stner af IN oses
ye cannai bc saveti.» But whaî stranger condemna-
tien ai tise observance ai sucis days and set limes
than that cantamncti ini aur texi, 'aYe abscrv* days,
and msonths, andti ures, and ycars. I amn afraid ai
you, lest 1 have bestowed upan yau labour in vain?"
Anti he asks, with apparent cmplsasis, IlNow that yc
bave known Gotd, or rather arc known of Gad, isaw
turn yc again ta the wcak and beggarly 'dalments,
whcreunta ye desire s.gaun ta b. in bandage?»" Tise
saine erroneous tcndency and practice he had occa-
sion strongly ta condenin ini the chiarci at Colasse ;
as we sec fram bis letter ta tise Colossians ii. iii, 2o,
23 : " Let no man, îiscreforejudge you in ment, or in
drink, or in respect cf a hoiy day, or ai the new mnoon,
or ai tise Sabbath days, wich are a shadaw ai tisinga
ta came, but the bad- is ai Christ." "a Vhereiore, if
ye bc deati with Christ front tise rudiments ai tise
world (or paso. dispensation) why as tisougis living in
the world are ye subject ta ardinances afier tise com-
mandismenîs cf men ? WVhich things have indeed a
show of wisdam in wihl-worsisip and humility, ansd
neglccting ai the body; flot in any honour ta the
satisfying cf the fiesis.» Thse observance ai holy days
and ailier tisings aiter the commandmcnts of mcn
bave indeed a "Show ai wisdam in wili worship."

flut we know wiso bis sasi, Il hn vain doa ye worship
nie, teaîlstng for doctrines tise comnîandments of
tisn." 3. la tise tisîtt place, tise origin of niauit, il
nii ail afiltîeni, anti ai tiseir introduction ito tise
Chîritan Cisurds, lias always fieen îogancecl by lires-
byltuans, isithseito, as possitlqely à.gaist tiseir observ-
ance. abosi, if snst ail ai isiis, have hai cithor à
Jewisls or P'agan enigin, anti tisoir oibsorvance las In-
treduceci by isoe 'huisan paicy or expccioncy. As
tîsere wrs iso day excepi tise tiabith abseîvoti duting
tise Aposîoiic age, anti ne hit tisat any alier sisauld
bhoabserveci, aisd tisa observance ai any otiser con.i
cier.neci, se choie is no levsdence (ros% autlsentic lits.
tory uliat tise observance ai an> sucis days was Éntro-
dut cd till about tise eaciaf tise secandci entury. wison
tise tcichiatian oi £aster gave risc ta a bitter con-
trovcray wlsici ront tise Christian Cisurri. laThe
festival ai 1*.a,icr," says Dr. Mliller, la odotbt waa
introducced imn tise second century ini place of tise Piass.
osver, antin la ccomissodAtion ta tise sainie Jewish pro-.
jstisce wici isat sasid, even dursag tIse Apoaiohsc aige,
'Except ye b. cicuniciseci aiter tise ananner ai

MINoses, ye canan.. b. saveci." lienceit waa generally
casioc pascisa anti pastis, an conicsrtiisty wmth tise ninme
oi tise Jewish (estival visose place it teck. It stems
in have recelveci tise titie ai Easter ini Great Bratain
frais> tise circumstance that wisan Chisàttansty was
Intraduce inmta tisai ceuniry, a gîet Pagan festival,
celcbrated ai tise saine scasan aftie year, tn Isenour
cf tise Pagan gocîcesa Eàsîre, ) acldedtilIs place ta the
Christian fecsila, mish receavoti, substantialiy, the
nasse ai tise 'ag in deuty. Tise titie ai £aster,i is
holeved, Is seloîlsî tuseti but by fuitons anti thisot
descendants. TIl.i% festival la oviclenily Jewsit mn ils
anigin anti Pagan in sti nnie. Alîhougi lis whl>aly
uncettaun on wlsat particular day our Lard jesus
Christ was bain, anti protty certain tisati caulti nt
hase been an tisa a5tii day ai December, >01 thene ta
no hiAy day absen cd sn saisie quarmers with moere in.
teresi anti zeal. Tisera is not a nisonthin l tise year in
whicis a cia> Sas ont iscen tîseugi: osf as tise day ai
Cisnist's isativity. No isint is given us la ail tise Newr
Trestament tisat sucls day shuuld be obIerveti, or tisai
si ia aven clasirable tisai scc a day :îsoulci be cab.
scrvcd. Tise Wo'rdi ai God is as silent as tise gra% e
on tdss posnt. Anti isa> va net fialy canclude train
tisis tisai it scas net tisa sini ci Christ tisat any sucs
da) shoulti be obïcrv cd ? Or l'ave sanie fil las pro.
fesseti (allais crs bccosîse wiser anti mare considerate
oaf tise Cisurciî's nicrests tisan tise Master liamsischi?
Or issw lisas it conte te pass tia thsis day is sae ais
serveti as it is? lis ver) naine siseult bc suffiçient ta
andîcate thi,anti sufficient ta pravant Protestants, ai
Icasi, frani reg.trding il rcligiously. Chrisi.mns-a
mnass inhisnour ai Chist. "lis retl origin,"aays Dr.
M 111clr, «' w%% tdss. Like many atiser observances, it
.tas borrawemit iicsn tisehieatisca. T'ie wahlknown
i'ag-n (e.stit.l among tise Rcsnsaas, distiisguissccl hy>
tise tile ai Saturnalia, was institute in laionour oi
tieir fableti deiîy Sattrn, was celebrateci by tisen witis
tise greatast splendeur, extra vagance, and debauch-
ciy. hi was, during ils continuance,a scasno i rec-
dam andti quality; tise nîaa',er ceaseti te rule, anti tise
s*ave ta obcy ; tise faniser ccasîmng ai its avn table
upon tise latter, anti subinitîing te tise suspension ai
ail order, nti tise reiga ma univenail (rolia. Tisecere-
maniai ai tisis festival was openati an tise 19tii ai
December by lihging a profusion ai waxen cancilca
sa tise temple of Satura ani by sssspending in tiser
tcmplc ant in laal tiseir habitations bocmghs ai laurci
andi vâncous kintis ai evergreen. Tise Christian
Cisurcis, seting tise uahappy moral influence cf this
festival, perceling tiseir awn measbers tac, aiten par-
îakiag mn its liceatiausness, anti desiraus, if passible,
of cffectsng is abolition, appointeti a festival in hon-.
aur ai her Mlaster's binîli, neanly about tise saine time,
for tise purpose ci superseting il. In doing this, tise
policy was te ratain as many oi tisase habita which
hati prevaiheti in tise Saturnalia as coulti in any way
be reconcileti with tht purity a( Cisristianity. Tise>
matie tiseir new festival, thereiore, a season af relaxa-
lion aad miniS, ci cheerful viaiîing, anti muîual pres-
enta. Tisey highteti candies in tiseir places of worship,
anti adornedti lern witis a profuasion ai evergreen
bcughs. Thus diti tise Romisis Cisurcis borrow fram thse
Pagana saine of tiseir moat pramîneni observances."
Qîher accompanimonts oi Chrisimas, which are stili
abservedl shew stili furtiser its Pagan origin. Tise
Christmas to was conmeon both ini Paga Rame
anti Pagan Egypt. la Egypti h was tise palm troc, la
Rame it was tise fir-the palm trce dcnoting thse

Pogan M sa s a, flaa.Tammar, andi the fit referrlng
ta ii as UIaal.llrrsth. Ila nis.îiny countrios," imyà
Ilisîop in lis womk ontitcci "Tise Twa la;bylons,"
Iltise boar wa% sarrificeci ta tise goti, fur the inJury a
boer was Iablelà ta hsave clone hits. Arcorfing ta onsi
vtuslon of the story ai tise deAîth of Adlonis or Tamn.
mur, t %Ias in consequenre ai à% woîînd rain the tuait
ai x boatr tisat ho dtad. Therefore, an Cbrlstrnns day
tise Continental Saxons ofrereti a boar In sacrifice to
tise Sun, ta proplîlato her iur the lots ai hor beloyeti
Adonis. loenre tise br-ar's heati ta stl à standing
cili ini Englanc i athîe Chistsmas dînner, wisen thse
reisan af i ats long since forgotten. Yta, th. Christ.
suas gaule andi * Vule cakes'* wore essenttai articles in
tise warslsp af tise hiabylonsan Mocsiais as that wor-
sh1> was practiieti bath in Egypi ani ln Rame."
Thus it ta ovident thisa Chiristmsas la Ransh ln Its
naine, P'agan in is origin anti many things accom-
panysng si, andl superstitioms in its observance. Thse
saie mîgisi li slsewn wiuls respect ta otiser holy days.
Blut we proccec int remsarie; 4. In tise fourtis place,
tisai If, on the graunci cf ospedtency, more humnan
wisdom, judgmcnt or policy, onc day inay b. observeti
ne humais autisonîty can set limias ta thei lintîodcc
tien andi observance in tise Christian Cisurch. hIone,
why nat two, (ive, ten, fitîy or a hundreti? One mn'anl
taste, wtsdom andi jutignient ussay bc as gondi as tlase
af anather, andi lie isas as gondi a rigist ta ha.ve his
taste gratifier! anti lta wiscloss consuueci, and has
judgmenî caruieti oui as anaîher. Andi the taste and
wîsdanî andi jutigment af tise swxt generatton may en-
ttrely differ irons iliose aftie preseni. Andi whorm
vaould it endi, ancd wlia can set limita ta tisis ting
when once we daîsart trein tise Scrlptures as tise anly
ride ai (aitis anti practice ? IlA smnah number," says
Dr. MIiller, "lwere ai an eariy date braugisi tt use
by serlous sien, wiso t'otsght îliey weie thereby rien-
daîîng Gati service anti extending thse reign ofireligion.
Blut anc aiter anotisar was atideti, as superstition ta-
creascd, util tise calendar became burcieneti with
betwetn twa ant ilsirce lîundrcd fasts anti festivals, or
saint's days, la ecci yaar, tisus materily interiering
wiîh tise ci- *'!is ai sectilnr indîistry, anti laading thse
worsisip ai Gomi wiih a mass of superststicus observ-
ances, cquaily unfirsnclly ta tise temsporal anti eternal
sateresîsoaimca. Lat tise i.rinciFle once bc admitteti
tisai stateti days ai rcligîuus observance, wlsîch Geti
isas nox haie comnmandeci, may prapcrly te intraduceti
inta tise Christian ritual, andi, by parity ai reasonîag,
cveryonc wiso, (ram gond motives, cans etTect tise la
traduction ai a new religiaus festival, as ai liberty to
do sa. Uls tis prîmîcipie was bcilt up tise enor
mous mass ai superstition whscis sow distiguishet
ansd corrupîs tise Raomish Cisurcli." 5. We msighi
furiser acit, in tise fis place, ta tise tensons alrc-ady
given, tisai tise observance of uncaninsandeti ioly days
hsa% been fiund ta intriere writl tise due observance
aftie Lord's day. WViere thcy are inîroduceti men
become more teaiosns for tiseir observance tisan for
tisai day ai divine acsthority. This was tise case
among tise Jews wiîis retil ci ta tiseir own traditions
andi inventions. Tiss ktise case ini ait commuffities
given ta tise observance oi uncoamnded rites andi
ceromonies anti huly ticys. As early as tise flf'l- cen-
tury Augustinq coinplained tisai tise superstitions ob.
servance ai uncammandeti rites betrayeti many inta a
spirit ofiirrcvcrcncc anti neglect tawardu tisi which
were divinely appointeti. This la largely thse case
amoag Romaî'Pisîs nt tise preseni day. Some, how-
ever, wiil tell us tisai tise observance ai hely da>s, de-
voie te c tise commemoratiori oi grcat èvents, in tht
hîstory ai tise Ciurcis, lisas a tcndency ta increase thse
spirit oi pieîy, anti promate tise spiritual intercala cf
tise wiso observe îisem. If tisis b. sa, thon, nigisi
wc flot firly expeci ta rinti tise greaiost Scriptural
pieîy among those wha masi observe thcm? But lit
tisis tise case? Do we really flati tise lrgeai amocant
ai real piety in tise Churcises ini wisich tiser. is tise
langeai number ai holy days anti uncommandeti rites
and cereitanipes? Most assurecd1y nvot. Svsch artise
reasons, brethrcn, which led aur forerathers to lay
aside tise observance ai isoly daya ; whlch have in-
dîscet tise Presbyterian Cisurcis fromn tise Reforusation
ta tise present day ta resiat tise introduction of tir
observance. Such reasans as these aise influenceti
tise Puritans af England in seeking tise furtiser re-
formation af tise Cisurcis ta speciiy, among ails.
thiaga ta bc laid aside, lialy days. Such reasous as
tises Ied them anti out farefalhexs in Suifer privatios
anti hardship, anti imprisonsment anti teath rails..
titan coniorm to wisat was nowbere require in Mth


