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CULTURE.

Wehenr a great deal now a days sbout culture
tnd the cultivated classes, and we are led to enquire
what the terms in thelr tue  wignificance can really
menu

America has made some cluim of lale ¢ porsess-
ing communitics that have arrived nt that slage
of development which is cxpressed by the word
coltuce.

But if we may accept the opinton of three at least
of its scholars and thinkers, we will find it very
doubtful if such be the case  Oliver Wendell
Holmes, jr, 10 lus address before the Harvard Law
Schiool Assoctation at the late auniversary services,
deplores the lack of real culturen Awmeriea. “Cul
ture,” he gaye, *‘in the scase of fruitless knowledge,
1, for one, abhior.  The main part of mtellectual
cducation fsnot the nequisition of facts, but learning
how to make facts live. The mark of & master is
that facts which Lefore being seatiered in an inor-
ganic mass, when he shoots through thiem the mag
netic current of lus thoughts, leap into an
organic order and hve and bear fruit. [ fear that
the bar,” be continued, ** has done jts fu)l share to
exalt that most hateful of American words and
ideas—smartness—as agunst dignity of mem! feel-
ing and profundity of knowledge

In this statement we perecive a consciouspess that
the burry, tho incompleteness, the display of Ameri-
cao life geaerally and. consequaently, of her educa
tional metbods, are not conducive e any true sense
to aculture of the whole maa intellectually and
motslly,

There can be no such thing as cultivation where
mere “amartoess” 18 clevated as a pant of niedlec
tual attaioment,  Culture imphes in the ver, oature
of things & quict, steady growth under the condi-
tions that tend to promote the deve lopment of the
mind and character  No forcing pr ocess is admis
sible but only such cultivating as wil} cosure the
best uufoldiog of the faculties i accordance with
nature.

James Russcll Lowell, alxo, in his Harcand ora-
tlon, recognizes, by implieation, the Iack of any
thing like & general culture 18 Amenca. ‘e is a
far cry, ' he says, * from the dwellers in caves to
even such civilization 38 we have achieved. And
what we need more thaa unything clsc is to increase
the oumber of our cultivated men and thoroughbly
traloea miods, for these, whereever they go,are sure
to carry with them, consclously or not, the seeds of
sounder thinking and higher 1deas

“The only way in which our civilization can be
maintaioed cven at the level it has reached, the
only way jp which that level can be made more gea-
eral and raiced higher, is by bnnging the influence
of the more cultivated to bear with more energy and
directness on the less cultivated and by openiog
more inlets 10 those indirect influcaces which make
for refinement of mind and body.™

I am saddened,” contiuues Mr. Lowell, * when
I sec our success as a natiou measured by the num.
ber of acres under cultivation, or of busbels of wheat
export:d. for the real value of a country must be
weighed in scales more delicate than the balance of
trade.  The gardens of Sicily are empty now, but
the bees from all climesstilt fetch honey from the
tioy garden-plot of Theocritus Oz a map of the
world you may cover Juden with yourthumb,
Athens with a floge:r tip, and neither of them figures
in the Prices Current, but they still lord it jo the
thought and aclion of cvery civilized maa The
measure of & nation's true isin the a
it has conttibuted to the thought, the mors! cnergy,
the intellectual bappioess, thespiritual hope and con
solavion of maokind ”

And Professor Fiske, contrast.ng Amcricar and
Atbenian life, which latter, be aays, cxemphficd as
never Lefore or mucce that truc condition of culture
that ns yet s the despair of modern society, con-
siders that the very conditions of American )ife are
essentially antagonistic to true culture. We nre
now * passing loflfully through an crnof exorbitant
industrislness,” he tells us, we lve in “‘a atate of

chronic burry which dircctly hinders the perform.
auce of thomugh work.”

** We dack culturo beeauso we live B a hurry,
and because our attention ts given up ta pursuits
which call luto activity but onc side of ua™

Wo aro bent mafnly upaon securing materind bene-
fits. **Our thine aud encrgics, our wpitit und buoyancy
sre quite used up in what is called *geitingon * It
Is thus tbat we are 1mversing what may properly be
called the darbarons epoch of our history,—the cpoch
at which tho predominant loteHectual activity ia
employed fn achievenents which are mainly of a
mnterial churacter.

(To be continued\.

QULESTION DEPARIUENT.

Is thero n course of study a young man might take
up sod sl remain at h?s ususl business? 1f so
pleaso answer, giving full particulara of sakl
course. A

The Correxpondence University of Chicago and the

Minois Wesleyan Univeraty of Bloomington, 111,
offer complete couren of stady which may be pur-
ed without actus) attendance at these institutions,
and on passing satisfuctory examinntions degrees are
conferred.  Both of these institutions bave regularly
appointed examiners in this Provinee.  See the ad-
vertiwment of the Iihnois Unlversity in another
column  Calendars may be obt i on application
to cither Univensity,

1. In what state s sulphur, chalk, boiax, andalam
found? How masufactured?

2. Caa the sulphur of Italy be due to the volcanoes
there? I 1t found anywhere else?

Srreaes b found in gypsum, coal, in the waters
of certain mmeml springs, in granitic and other
primutive rocks, 1t alo o constituent of many
minerals, such as ivon, coppwer, lead, &e. The sul-
phur of commerce s obtained from the natural
deposits of free sulpbur found in the carth in the
neighborhood of volcunows, by melting and by distil-
Intion.  The sulphur of Ttaly and Sialy indueto the
volcanoes there, being found in the fssurgs or eracks
of Etna and Vesuvius andother districts of Southern
Ttaly 1t 1« found also i the fissuns of Pupo-
catepetl in Meateo, and in other voleamie neighbour-
boodx. Tt 1s very widely distributed, but the grenter
purtion of the world’s supply is derived from South.
ern Raly

Cnavrg s in great part composed of finely com-
minuted skells and comls, und constitutes rock
formations of vast eatent, especially in England and
France.

Borax ia found as a =ait, chietly in conncction
with sodium, in mountain lakes of Europe, Asinand
Western America. It is obtained natumily in smail
quantitics, by evaporation of the waters of cortain
lakes in Thibet, but usualiy formed by addivg car-
bonate of soda to a solution of boracic acid

ALUM.—Potash alum occurs ready formed in
nnture, ecspecially amiong volcanic rocks, Lut the
alum of commerce is chicfly manufactured by burn-
ing sluroinous and argillaccous rocks.

3. What {s the cryolite of Grecoland?

The cryoliteo? Greenland is a compound of sodfum,
fluorine and aluminuw, used largely in the prepara-
tion of a white poroelain glass, and iu the preparation
of caustic sodu.

¢ What kind of mineral {s colall? asbestos?
Where arc they found? What used for?
Conart is n mctal resembling stecl, but with a
slightly reddish tinge; is very hard, and said 0 be
more tenacious than iron It found in combination
with oxygen, ax the oxide of colait.  Theoxidesand
salts of colt are distinguished for their beautaful
colors, nnd hence are ued as pigoents  Wire of
great strength is manufactured from cobalt
AsunsTos 18 a peculiar fibrous fonm of several min
crale, It is capable of resi *ng ordinary flame and
henee is used for fireproof clothing, roofing steam-
packing. &¢  The Greeks used it for clothing for
wrappiog tuc udies of tic dead when Jaid on the

funcral pyres, und also for mabing nupkine, which
(hey clenned by throwing in the tire.

5 He ls a tricad of my brother or brother's, Which
I8 correct?  How should the underlinad words
be pursed? LM E

-

The fimnt {8 right  That fs, it meuns ho ix my
brotuer’s friend, which ix the sense In which it would
bo undoubtedly used. Mo I8 a friend of my
brother's ™ i« cliptival, and If occaslon requirad the
wse of such an expression, the cllipsis would have to
be supplied, thus—He Is o friend of wy brother's
fricnd (or friende).  Thiy eaplanation makes the
parsing eulliciently clear.

6 Please give the composition of dynamiis fn your
Jornsat. T.E C
Dynamite Is fincly pulverized sifver or «ilicious
ushies or infudiorial earth, saturated with about three
times its weight of nitro-glycerine.

LITERARY NOTICES.

Tie Masqux oF TR YEAR is aliterary and musi-
cal melody originally prepared for an evening of
the Unity Club, St. Paul, Minn. It is adwmirbly
adapted for public or private entertainments, ince-
dent to tho close of the year  Price 10 cents.  Pub-
Mshed by Chas, H Kerr & Co., 175 Dearborn 8t.,
Chicago.

Tho cataloguc of the Auglo Canadlan Music Pub-
lishers” Association, Toronto, bas besn received. 31t
table of contents embruces a varled and completo
collectio” of Instriienta) aod voenl pleces.

TEACHERS BUREAU.

Wastep ~For Intermelinte Department Graded
Schools, Dathousie, N B., a sccond-class male
teacher. Ouly one of undonbted teaching eapa-
city will be employed  Reply, giving best refer-
coces obtainable, and lowest sa..ry from Dis-
trict, to Trustces School Distrlet No. 1, Dal-
housie, N. B. .

EvEny one Xnows how to become a inwyer, a
doctor, or aclergyman. There are settled courses
of instruction to be followed, fixed examinations
to be passed, aod certain ceremonial acknowledg-
ments of fitncas to t.e awarded, but it would puzzle
most men to know how to berome a journalist.
Some of the progressive universities and colleges
in Great Britain have realized this want in their
scholustic traiving, and chairs of journalism are
now to be found in all the great centres.  If news.
paper men in this couotry received s thorough
iraining for their calling, our press would bo free
from those personalitics which now disgrace it,
and high coloring would soon becorac a lost art —
Halyfax Critic.

A Cata Toes.—** How inany toes bas a cati”
This was one of tho questions asked of a certain
class duriog examining weels, and simple as the
question sppears to be, nono could auswer it.  In
the emergeacy the principal was applied to, aad o
al30 witha good humored smile gave it up, when
ooe of the teachers determined not to be besten by
a simple question, hit on the idea of seading out a
del=gation of boys to scour the neigkhorhood for &
cat. Whea the idea was anoounced the whole
class wanted to join the hunt.  Several boys went
out and son returned successful. A returning
board was a\ once appointed and tho toes counted,
when to the relief of all, it was learned that a cat
possessed eightecn toes, ten ou the front snd cight
on the biud fect.

Wg are informed that Inspector Oakes, per order
of Chicf Super!ntendent of Schools, bas crlled a
general moeeting of the ratepayers of Centrevillo
Schooul District, on Baturday, November 27th, at
10 a. 3, for the purpose of tuking a votc for the
crection of a now scbool-bouse, and for the trangac-
tion of other {mportant business. Centreville is a
thriving villags with somc weli-to-do men therein,
and {t should have onoof the best school houses and
onc of the hest echools io the county.  The present
teachers, Mr. F. B, Carvell and Miss M M. [lamld,
80 /CpOIt saya, are capable teacuers and should Lo
well supported by the matepayers It will give us

leasure to record that a large majority voted in
avor of the uew building.—Carlelon Sentinc,



