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to be disturbod.  Believing this was enly a proteuce
to prevent him from seoding Argylo, he iusisted upon
being introduced. ‘They opened the chamber-door,
and looking i ho saw Argyle slecping as sweetly
28 cver any man in his lifo, although ho was to die,
in a fow hours. Struck with horror ot hisown con-
duct. and that of his associates, who had condemned
bim to death, he rushed frowm the castle, and ran to
an acquaintanco’s bouse in the vicinity, and threw
himself in agony aud horror upou abed.  His friend
brought him a glass of wino, supposing that ho was

taken ill. Ho refused it, saying, * No, no, that
won't do me any good; I have just now bohold
Argylo in a deep sleep, who is withiu a few Lours of
eternity.  But as for me”—

Soon after his reposo tho Duke left the castle, |
and went down to tho Laigh Council house. There
ho wrote a lotter to his wifo, and from theuce Y0
woat to tho place of exccution. On the scaffuld he
had sowe conversation with Mr. Aonaad, a minister
appointed by the Council to atteud him, and with

r. Charteris, his own clergyman. Both prayed
for him, and he joined with peculiar ardour. 1le
then prayed himself for somo timo. In his speech
to the crowd, he said, that it was our duty notto
dsspize our afllictions, nor to faiut under them.
That wo should not use any harsh oxpressions
against the instrumeuts of our troubles, nor by a
Zraudulent or pusillanimous compliance, bring guilt
vpon our 0WR conscicncus. Fawt hearts, ho said,
wero falso hearts, choosing sinning rvather than suf
fering. Ho offered up his prayers for Scotland and
Ireland, and entreated for a termination to their
troubles. llere o would have concluded, but was
reminded, that he had made po meution of the
Rogyal family ; he said, respecting that wmatter he
referred to what he had said upon his trial ; and
row added, that he ardently wished, thatthey might
bo the supporters of the Protestaut Religion.  After
this he turoed to the south-sido of the scaffold, and
said, ** Geutlemen, I hopo that you will not mis-
coastrue my conduct this day ; 1 heartily forgive all
men as I bope for forgiveness. Mr. Anuand re-
peated his words l¢ader to the mul.itude ; he went
to the north side and repeated the same words. !

appears hefore us arrayed in the glory of the distine

tive, and unalienable attributes of Suj ~emo Divimty.
He pervades immonsitz with his prescuce, and om

nisctant in wisdom, * Scarchoth all things yoa the
deep thingsof God.””  Whilst yet the carth on which
we dwell was without form, and void, and darkness
was upon tho faco of the deep, the Etcrual Spirit

“ Was present, and with mighty wings outspread
Dove-liko sat breoding on the vast abyss.’

To him aro attributed operations which none but
the Omuipoteut could achieve: ho adorned the
heavens with their splondid garniture, and + fo.ed
tho crooked serpent.”” ¥loly mon of Geod, who
perused the contents of the Sacrod Volume, spake
us they wero moved by tho Holy Ghost. 'The illu-
mination of tho sinuer’s mind, and the renovation of
the sinner’s hoart, in a word, every operation of
graco in tho soul, from the first dawn of conviction
to the consummation of tho ballowing process, forms
a part of tho npg)roprimc and peculiar work of tho
Ioly Spirit.  But why this profusion of argumeat
to prove what it would be blasphomy to deny :—
diat He, whose iuspiration giveth understanding to
man, can with equal facility interiorly speak peaco
unto his people and to his sziats.”

Sinco then to question the pocer of the Holy Spi-
rit, to operate an ympression on the licliover's mind,
of his accoptauco with God, umted with a luninous
assuraoce of its celestial inspiration, precluding at
once both doubt nud delusion, would iuvolve the
denial of his claims to Divinity; i* is submitted, whe-
ther, cven antorior to direct ovidence of the fuct,
there be apy émprobability in the supposition, that
the henignant and «ondescending Deity, should thus
manifesy bis favour to those whom he justifies. Truo
itis indeed, that the least blessing from the High and
Lofty One who inhabiteth etorpity, should £ill us
with grateful astonishmocrt, and call forth our ani-
mated thanks. When we contemplate his peerless
majesty, as displayed in the magnificooce of his
works, well does it hecome us with omotions of
thriling awe and adoring wonder, to exclaim—
W hat is wsan that thou art mindful of him, and
the Son of man that thou visitest bim 1 but assur-

Mr. Anpaand then in a loud voice said, *- 'l'bis!(-(ll_v it is not the w.il of God, that our astonishment
geatleman dies a Protestant,” Argyle. not satisfied | nt his coudescension and grace, should degcoerate
with this, exclaimed, * not only a Protestaut, but into unbelief—the tomb of devotion  Thattho sense
with a hearty hatred of all Popery, prelacy, and nll‘ of kis approbation, which we regard as the common
kiuds of superstition.” Ho then embraced his\ prividege of his people, affords a very striking proof
fricnds, and gave some tokens of his regards to his| of his lumitless mercy, isteadily allowed. Butdaes
soun-in-law, Lord Maitland, for his daughter andjit, we would ask, transcead 7 does it equal ? falls

her children. Having uttered a short prayer, he
gave the siznal to tho exccutivner, and his heud
was instantly severed from his body.

Such are tho last hours, and such the final close
of this great man’s life. *May the like bappy
serenity, in such dreadful circums*ances, and equal-
Iy glorivus, be the lot of whom tyranuy of whatever
depomination and description shall io any age, or
in any couatry, call to expiate their virtues upen
tho scaffold.”

DIVINITY. ’

THE INTERNAL WITNESS OF THE SPIRIT,
YHE COMMON PRIVILRKGE OF CHRISTIAX BELIEVLERS.
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By Matrurw Ricurev.

Romans 8, 16, The Spirat uself bearetk witness with our
8pirit, that we aro the children of God.

fcoxcLunep.]

Having thus attenpted to shew, wherein the in
terior witness of the Holy Spirit consists, and to de-
lingatc its most prominent attributes, fuvour me with
your continued attention, while I endeavour

Srconpry, To cvinco from princi}:lcs, and ex-
press declarations of the oracles of God, that this
witness is tho common privilege of true helievor's in
Ohrist.

That tho Spirit of God is capable of conveying to
the beliover's mind, such an ovidence of his pardon
and adoption, as has been oxhibited in the pruced-
ing obsorvations, may be assumed without fom of
contradiction. At least, no objection to this posi-
tiou can bo anticipated, from any who believe the
wword of God. Ia the light of that word, tho Spin'tl

jit bo thought a thing iucredible, that Ho who is thus

it nut infintely below the unspeakable gift by which
he has already comunenced Ius love towards us?
Amid  splendid mainfestatious of his mercy, with
which the gospel surrounds us, were it not ungrate-
ful, were it not guiity, to tolerato asingle misgiving
as to his williugness, to bless with every requisito of
liuhiness and happiness, those vpon whom be looks
with paternal complaceuey ? What ! did heso “love
the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosocver belicveth in bim might not perish, but
havo everlastng life 7" To achieve our redemption,
did he ordain that the exaltod personuge, who is
the brightuess of his glory, and the expross image of
his person, should assume our degraded nature?—
Whken Gethsemaue oxbibited a spectacle to make
Augels weep-—~when the agony of the divine, the
prustrate sufferer, was such as to causo the blood to
onzc irom cvery pore of his body, aud to extort the
!l antive petition * O my Father, if it be possiblo
lut thus cup pass.from me,” did the Father not por-
ant 1t 1o pass from him until ho drank it ? And did
he give lxim to tho odium and the tortures of the
cross,$that we might triumph in immortal lifo, and bo
cronwned with upfading honour? Why then should

sich i merey, should bless bis people with the cloud-
dispelling light of his countenance? Must not the
oppuncais of the doctrino of the immediate attesta-
tivn of the Spirit, acknowledgo that, admitusg its
trush, it must of all blessings, bo the most ewirently
adapted to promoto our sanetification, by invigorat-
mg our faith, our hope, aud love, and to augment
our happiness, by expanding and clevating the mind
with filial confidence and joy in God our Saviour.
Now this, its obvious and undeviable tendency, fur-
nishes strong grcsumptivo evidence of its truth, For
ho that spared not his own Son, but delivered him
up for us all, how shall ho not with him also free:;
give us a blessing, so peculiatly calculated to assi-

milato us to Himsclf, in holiness and felicity ? But]

the doctrine rests not upon mero probability, how-
ever strong. It is suscoptiblo ol’ more satisfactory
demonstration.  'We evinca its trath, by fair dedue-
ton from those procepts iv tho New Testament,
«hich obviously imply that the porsons to whom
they worc addressed, were not ouly participanots of
grace, but that they wero conscious of the divine
chango that had taken placo in their character. Of
this kiud is tho injunction—** Grow in grace.” How
can any individunl appreciate—how can he possibly
recoguizo his obligations to obey this commauad, ua-
less ho is proviously assured that he is a subject of
graco! The advances of a plant towards maturity
aro obtlooked for till it have taken root. Before a man
grow iu grace, ho must be grafted into Christ the
living vine, and whilo ho remains destitute of a con-
scivusness that he is in a stato of grace, iv vaio is
4 exhorted to grow theroin.  The same reasoning
is strictly applicable to the Apostelick injusctiop—
 Rejoice evermore.” Impossihle must it be for him,
who has been awakened to a vivid pereeption of the
value of his soul, aud the necessity of u preparation
for eternity, to cherish cxultant emotions, if the
Lord tho Spirit bave not revealed Christ in his heart.

Then, only then we feel
Our interest in his blood,
And cry with joy unspeakable,
Thou art uy Lord, uY God.

Of the christian’s hallowed and triumphant joy,
this divine evidence of his acceptance with Geod, is
tho animating soul. Destitute of it, just in propor-
tion to tho depth and solemnity of his views of oter-
nal things, wauld bo tho agitations and gloom of his
mind

But I need not spocifs additional precopts in i}~
lustratios of 2 matter so plain.  Haw cincerely so-
ever any man may be devoted to God, yet it aban-
doned to perplexing unceitainty regarding his
iaterest in the divino favour, it is apparent that this
must give a character of correspondent servility,
and incertitude to ¢the spirit and course of his obedi-
ence : his servico will be that of a slare, not of a sor
—the tremnbling subjection of fear, not the willing
and jo, s devoteduess of Jore.  “ If™ as a recent
learned Commentator very forcibly reasons, *to
any man his acceptance with God be bypothetical,
then his confideuce must be so too. His Jove to God
must he hypothetical, his gratitude hypothetical, his
obedience hypothetical. *If God have forgiven oy
sins theo 1 siould love bim, aud I should be grate-
ful, and I should testify my gratitude by my obedi-
encu.’ But who does not see that this must neces-
sarily dapend upon the *if* in the fist case. Al
this uncertainty, and tho perplexities resulting from
it, God has precluded by sending forth the Spirit of
his Son ° .to our hearts, by which we cry, 4bba,
Father.'®

Of this cheoring truth, the Sacred Volume affords
evidence more lucid and decisive than has hitherto
heen adduced. ¢ We have received' says St. Paul,
“not the Spirit of tho World, but the Spirit which
is of God, that we might know the things that are
freely given to us of God.”* 1 Cor. 2. 12. " That ho
here” alludes not to the extraordinury gifts of the
Spirit peculiar to ths Apostles, but to thoso influ-
¢nces without w liich the natural inan cannot receive
or know the thiogs of the Spirit of God, whoever
attentively peruses the subsequent part of tho chap-
ter, will, it is apprehended, be fully satisfed. Ad-
mitting then, the applicability of tho passago to all
who aro spiritual, does it not plainly aud irrefragably
ovinee, that ono part of the Holy Spirit's offics, is,
to give to believers a distinct perception of the bless-
ings which, God of his unmerited mercy, coniers
upon them? One distinguished end of th~ Spisit's
Mission from on high, would therefore bo unaccom-
pliskied, in case ho did not impart to the children of
God the knowledgo of their salvation,

Should it be objected to tho preceding arguments,
that though they evince the doctrine of the consei-
ous influcnces of divine grace, yet they aro not 8-
vailablo to establis* thatspeciality of character at-
tributed to tho Spirit’s witness, as being immediate
and direct - We reply—It is demonstrable, that,
independently of sm}: atestimony no mau can cithor
kuow that his sins uro pardoned, or that ho is tho
suljoct of regeneruting graco. Lot notour meaning
bo misconceived. It has already been observexd,
that fuwo svitnesses aro distinctly recognized by tho

% Dr. A. Clark’s Nots on Rom. 8. 15,



