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It idhdequate to the immensities of his desires.~
More than the ‘consolation of sracl’ he does not
long for, though ho does long for more ofit. But
hirdly. Ho shall uot hunger and thirst always.
The days of imperfoct enjoyment will soon bo over.
Thon overy power will be filled; overy hoi))e ac-
complished ; every wish realized. Then, says David,
¢I shall be satisfiod when Iawake with thy likencss.’

Tho subject thus briefly explained, is— .

A standard by which we may estinate Christ.
Whata lifo havo we been speaking of! But the
higher and nobler this life is, the more does it glori-
f %\im—-fm' he is *the bread of life. There is no-
thing mon so value as life. Lvon, this vain life,
which wo spend as a shadow—even this sufforing
life, which we find to be a series of cares, losses,
pains and troubles—how we cloave to it! how con-
cerned we are to secure and continue it; how rendi-
ly we pay the pl}ysician that recovers its how high-
ly we prize tke food that sustains it; and, pressed
with want, what oxertions and sacrifices are wo not
willing to make to obtain relief! Surely we are
not sensible of our spiritual necessities; surely wo
bave no desire after the life of our souls, eternal
life, or we should above all, esteem Him by whom
alone it is to be attained ; and not urge his compas-
sionato heart to complain, * Ye will not come unto
me that yo might have life.’

The subject is a standard by which we may esti-
mate faith. Why does tho Apostle call faith preci-
ous? * Because ¢ ho that believeth on the Son, hath
evorlasting life ; and ho that believeth not the Son,
shull not see light, but the wrath of God abideth on
him.' It is indispensible to our salvation. Itis the
medium of all our intercourse with the Redeemer.of
sinuners; and if faith be nothing without Christ,
Christ is nothing without faith.

Tho subject is a standard by which to.estimate the
christian.  The world knoweth him not: it.knew
not his lord and master—and why should the servant
wish to be above his master, or the disciple above
his lord? He may be poor and afflicted ; but a man
ia not to be judged of by outward things, but by

the state of his mind and by his future state.

A christian, without pride, may pity philosophers
and kings. He issafe. He ie happy. ~ His happi-
uoss is not only insured, but commenced. He hers
nothing but complzints in the world ; and no won.
der, since they are seeking the living among the dead;
~but he has found rest; he feels satisfaction. Ho
bas much in hand’ and more in hope. The Saviour
is now with him; and soon he will be for ever with
the Lord. )

¢ Blessed are the people that are in such a case.’

¢ Look thou upon me, and be merciful unto me,
:l thou usest to do unto those that love thy namo',

men.
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PARTICULARS RESPECTING THE REV.
ROBERT BRUCE.
Whilst Mr. Bruce was in the minis
burgh, he shono as a great light throu
lang ; the

» at Ldin-
gh the whole
power aud efficacy of the Spirit most
sensibly accompanying the word he preached ; so
that he was.a terror to evil-doers. And the aciho-
tity of God did so appear upon him, and in his car-
riage, and such majesty was in his countcnance, as
forced fear and respect from the greatestin theland,
even thoso who were most avowed haters of godli-
mess ; yea, it was known with what great reverenco
King James regarded himn, and once said, before
many, that he judged Mr. Bruce was worthy of the
half of his kingdom.

‘The great success of his ministry, at Edinburgh,
Inverness, and other places, whither Providence
called him, is abundantly known. Whilst he was
confined at Taverness, that poor dark country was
marvellonsly enlightened; many -were brought to
Christ by his ministry, and a seed sown in those
places which even to this day is not wholly lost. I
shall here setdown ouo passago concerning the
famous Mr. Henderson, who was brought into the
ministry.by ‘those high in power, and against’ the
parish's consent, so that on tho day of his admission,
the church doors being shut by the people, they
were forced to break in by a window to get him_en-
trance. But, little after this, upon the -report that
Mr. Bruce was to assist at a sacramental occasion,
Mr. Henderson wished to hear aod seo him, and

himself in a dark part of it, whero he might not bo
known. When My, Brueo was camo to the pulpit,
he, fora considerable time kept silence, as his mnn-
aner was, which astonished Mr. Henderson; but
‘much moro whon 16 heard the first words -whore-
with he began, which- wero * He that éometh not
in by the door, but climbeth up another way, the
same is a thief and a robber;” which, b?' the Lord’s
blessing, so greatly affected Mr. H. and loft such an
impression on his hoart, that it was mado the means
of his conversion.
He was one that had a spliit of prophecy ina
great meoasure, and spoko of many- things ‘which
afterwards came to pass, as hath been attester| to
me by sober and grave Christians, who wero fami)-
iar with him. And divers persons afllictéd vath
lunacy and other disorders, and who were prst all
hapes cf recovery, being brought to Mr. B-ace, and
after prayer by him in their behalf, weco fully re-
covered. '
He endeavoured, when he was to appear in pub-
lic as an smbussador of Jesus Christ, to: havo his
spirit deeply impressed with the majesty of diat
od,of wgom he was to spoak, and with a sepue of
what high import it was to thcsouls of men to have
the mysteries of snlvation unfolded unto them ; not
with tho enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and power; without
which he believed the gdspel, though in itself the
word of life, would never be the power of God to
men’s salvation. And, therefore, though ho was
known to take much pains in searching tho Serip-
tures, that he might know the mind of God, by
computing spiritual things with spiritual, and in
roparing suitable mater for the edification of his
earers, which he durst not neglect; yet this was
the least part of his preparation-work. Mis princi-
pal concern was to have his soul wrought up toa
suitable frame for preaching thé unsearchable riches
of Christ, and making manifest the mystery of the
gospel as he ough:; that so his Master, by his ser-
vico, might see the fruit of the travail of his sou,
and be satisfied. And knowing that the success of
preaching dopended wholly upon the presence of
od accompanying tho dispensation of the Word,
and the administration of the ordinances, his man-
ner was to-be much in prayer and supplication in
Envato before bie offiviated in public ; pouring forth
is heart before -God, and wrestling with hin, oot
so tauch for assistance to the messenger as the mes-
sage. One instance was as follows : Being to
preach on a solemn occasion, he was lote in coming
to the congregation. Some of the peoplé beginning
to be weary, and others wondering ut his stay, the
bells having been rung long, and the ume far spent,
the beadle “was desired to go and seo the reasons ;
who, coming to his house, and finding his chamber
door shut, and hearing a sound, drew near, and
listening, over heard Mr. Bruco often with much
seriousness, say, “I protest} will nrt guexeept thou
80 with me.” ~ Whereupdn the mam, supposing: that
50mo person was in. company with hun, withdrew
without knocking at the door: and being asked at
his return the cause of Mr. Bruce's delay, he an-
swered'he could not fell, but supposed that some
person was with him, who was unwilling to corne
to church, and he wis engaged in pressing him to
come, percmptorily declaring he wouldnot-go wi.a-
out him. Mz. Bruce soon after came, accompanied
withno man, but he camo in the fulness of the
blessing of tho gospel of Ghrist; and his spepch and
his preaching wers in such evidence, and demon-
stration of the Spirit, that it.was for the hearers to
perceive ho had been in the mount with God. Ta-
deed, ho preached ordinarily with so much lifo and
and power, and the word spoken by him was ac-
companied so manifestly with the rescuce of God,
that it was evident to the hearers tg’n! ho endeavour-
¢d, to the utmost of his power, to present every man
f;rfcct . Christ' Jeswy. "For though he was no
oanerges as to hyjs voice, using a slow and grave
delivery, yet he spoke with so much authority and
weight, that some of the most stout-hearied of
his hearers were often mado to tromble, by having
the secrets of their hearts mado wanifest, and went
from hearing him under a deep conviction that God
was with him of a truth.
The Rev. Robert Blair,
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another eminent minister, | ¢
says ugou his first going to preach, ho had, by a re-
markable providence, Mr. Bruce for his hearer; and
as he was desirous of having the Judgment of so

therefore went scuretly to the church, and placed

named Apax

tho exertion of rising out of b
bo eblo to'speak to me in & Iir
who I. was, ho said to me afte

what it was, and should nover forget his words,
they had been so much Messed to him, They werg,
“ I'found your sernton very polished and well di-
{;csted. (which was very oasy for one of his parts,)
but one thing I missed iu iy, to wit, the Spirit of God,
I fouud uot that.”  This, Mr. Blait often mentioned
to others, and said, it helped him to 504 t was snme-
thing clse to bo aministor of Josus Christ thau to be
i knowiog aud cloquent preacher.

A little before his death, when ho was at Edin-
burgh, and through weakness kept his chamber,
there was a meseting of several gotly ministers
thdro, upon some important concerns of the church 3
whs iicwning ho was in town, waited upon him, and
gave him indsrmation of those things which caused
them considerablo uneasiness.  After which Mr.
Bruce prayed, and in his prayer
Lord tho substance of wh
sad representation of the
which tine there was such an extraordinary influ-
enct on all present—so sensiblo an out-pouring of
the Spirit of God, that they could searce y contain
themselvess yea, and which was mor. straLge, even
anunusual influence on those that w re in other parts
oftlie house, and were unacquainte d with the cause
thercof at the very instunt; on¢ Xfr. Weoms, bein
then occasionally present, when he went away, said,
*O how strange a mun is this for he knocked
down the Spirit of God on us all 3 expressing him-
self thus becauso, in praying, Mr. Bruce divers times
knocked with his fingers on the table. What fol-
lows respects his death :

Being now aged, and through infirmity of bedy
confined to his chamber, where he was frequently
visited by his friends, to whom the abundant grace
of God i him had endeared him, and being asked
by cne of them how matters now stood etwixt
God and his soul, he, with holy confidence and Joy,
made this_abswer, *“ When ¥ ivas a young man, 1
was diligedt, and lived by faith in the Son of God;
but now I am old, and am nutable to do so much,
yet he condescends to feed me with lumps of
seuse,” meaning by the- expression, sensible in-
fluences: of the Holy Spirit, and abundant. con-
solation.

The morning before the Lord
came to bréakfast, and h
égg, he-said to his d

nmentioned to the
at they had said, being a
state of the church; at

removed him, ke
aving, as usual, eat one
aughter, “ 1 think I a2m yet
hungry, you may brinys me onother egg ;™ but, ins
stantly after falling into deep meditation, he-said,
“Hold! daughter ! hold ! my Master calls me!”
With these words his sight failed him; whereupen
he called for the Bible, but finding his sight gone, he
said, * Cast up to me.the eighth chupter to the Ro-
mans, and set my finger on these words, ‘I am
persuaded that neither death nor life,’ &e. ¢ shall ba
able to separate me from the love of God, which is
in Christ Jesus my Lord.” Now,"” said he,-i* is my
finger upon them? When thoy told him it was,
without any more; he said, “*Now God be with
you, my children, Ihave breakfasted with you, and
shall sup with my Lord Jesus Christ this night 3
and afterwards died ; death shutting his eyes that be
might see God.

'i'hus that valiant champion for the truth, who. in
his appearing to plead for the Honour and interest of

Jesus Christ, knew not what it was 1o be daunted
by the fice and frowns of ¢
censed adversaries, ‘was,
field as more than 2 con
of tnuch faithful diligence abo.ut the souls of others,
and much
own calling ¢
mimistered unto him,
lasting Kingdom of
Christ.

he highest and most in-
by hiss Master, takenoffthe
querol -; and-as the reward

pains and seriousn esss about making his
and- election sure., he had an entrance
abundeintly, into ‘the ever-
his Lord :and Saviour, Jesus

<pfpe-.

ACCOUNT:OF A REMARKABLE SERMON,

PREACHED IN ‘E1)INBURGH.
(Related by a Cle: “gyman.)
Some time ago, I wassent for to visit a person
ATSON, who w 1as thought:to be dy-
ng._ On entering his apartmer 1t, 1 saw & venerable
opkin‘f old man in a chair, and apparently much dis-
rossed from a difficulty of breathing. His daughter
old mo that ne was thena goid deal fatigued with
2d, bat thas he would
itle time, Being told

great'a man concerning his- discourse, ho inquired

0

glad to seo you, 8ir, .and thaak you

rashort pause, I ars
ll:u- ‘coming se



