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in degree, whlen persevcred in, even on the ordinary
stock of any country. The stock of any country
would rapidly inecase in value every way, if
ordïmiury breeders ivould kccp constantly brceding
fromn their best animais oniy. Attacbimcnt to
animais bring wvitli it another very important
influence-the better provision and grcater care for
their progress and maturity. The Slhorthorns of
England enjoy tlxis advantage in an eminent degree,
the strongest attachment, as 'veil as the miost
assi(ilis care, bcing co-existant in the tluuly-pepu-
lated and reniote vallcys of tlic North of England,
from, iwhcnce the pure Shorthorn dlates its origin.

[NOTE By ED. O. F.-The foregoing article finds

its ivay to our coluxuns throtigh Johin Leeîning,
Esq., of Montrcal, a personal friend of the writer,
who ]xaving sent the ONTARio FAnmEU to M re

Gomersali during last ycar, latuly rueeived, aiong
-%vith a ]ighily c-omplimcntary ruference to, this
journal, the valuable contribution %Yhichi precudes
xhis note. WVc hope Mr.* G. wvili continue the
subjeet la future articles. It is a vcry large eue,
and one in regard to, whiclh lie not oniy takes a
lively interest, but is evidently quite at home. We
cannot but wisl ihiat others who find pleasure and
advantage in perusing these pages, wouid imitate
the exampie of our Yorkshire contributor, and send
us jottings of thecir o-.ervations and experienccs in
rural matters.]

WVINTEllING J3EES.

TO the.Ediffor Olie ONTAfIO F ARMER:

SIR,-As we are safeiy througli the ivinter, seme
remarks in regard te wintering becs inay not be
out of place. The past scason i-as, pcrhaps, the
most unfavorable for bec keceping of any on record,
Very fr-w swarms came out before flic flrst of July
and those a wcck later flot more titan lialf filled
their hives wvith comnb. Sevc;ral of tliese -wcak
sivarmis havc been brouglît througli by timely fecd-
ing, and kept in the drycst possible manuer-damp
being the grcatest cvii becs have to encounter.
Timely elcaning out of ail droppings-and a hive
se constructcdl txat; this eau bc donc at ail tlimes-
and tlîc becs lcft in the open air to dry aiway ail
damp that wvill accumulate,1 and give them the feu
benefit of tlîe wintcr sun, that great iinvigorator of
ail animal life, stimulat iiig theni te go out to dis-
charge thecir sccrcct-.a ueccssity quito over-
looked by many bec-keepcrs. Many old and stupid
becs Nwill neyer returu ivhieh, if confiiued in the
hive, wouid fall te the bottoiu and die, to the
great detriment of the iiimates abeve. l,ý-ceping
becs iu the open air is a picasure tlîat those im-
prisoned in pits, cellars, lofts and ail inanner of
places do not enjoy. Nothing but a damp, dreary

feul-aired place to pass the winter ia, whvlich is
quite conttary te the habits of the bec iu his natu-
val home in the hollow trec, cxposed to the inoat
extrenie colds.

1 haire liad oppertunities the past -%vintcr to ex-
amine becs ia various conditions, and hiave found
that tixose whio winter their b.;cs iu cellars andpits
require to give more skill and cave tlan those
ieaving theni on their suiner stands. A little
negict in thc way of ventilation is fatal. In oe
instance a so-callcd :exljerienced bec-kieepcr lost
lus ivliole stock throughl a littie negct iu not
closing the ventilation on a chang-e of weather.
Others bring thcmn out damnp and inouldy and
Suucarecd, with faces éinsidc tOut, inany of :,them in
suchi a wcak and slckzly state thnt they fall =L-d7
ý_rUy t robbcrs. Becs keptin lofts or ouCbufdi
fare ivorse than tbose on out-door stands, as they
have no relief and are subjectcd to continuai.
damp ivhich accunîlatus around thiem and ilI lits
tliem to, stand the cold. Wlicu [tlic spriag sua en-
liveus thcm tlîey get uneasy and are removea te,
the stand, %vlicre, they.>are'exposed toa suddcn
CIhange, of -temperatu-re. If your-becs arc trn
tiiere is no difficulty iu wvinturing.out of doors, as
the colid neyer kilis becs wvhen kept iu a dry airy
place. If your stocks arc wvak kzeep thexu on their
summer stands, wlicrc )-ou caui feed wheu rcquirèd
early and latU.. Ilave your hives se mnade] as to
open easiiy, so that you eau takze ont the frames
and pour the fecd on the combs and replace. It le
soiuetimes nccessary te shîift the, fraînes se as te
bring the lioney within rcachi of thc becs. If you
find thexu very weak take a frm e 1from.ýa strong
stock and wing off a quantity of tlic becs, which
.%vill strengtliecu and, perhaps, save the weak stock.
A vcry simple bec-feeder is made with a perforated
fin, formcd into a cup, and suttled into tlic hole lu
tIc liouey-board, whcrc thîe becs eau be rcached at
auy tiunc. I bave two stocks, hived on thc 15th
aud i7th Julv, whici are uew doing wcll, being in
a convenicut hive whîere their wants can be at-
tcnded te. l3ee-kecping is both a pleasure and
profit iwhcu rightly understood; but, now'-a-days,
there are s0 rnany systemis that tend to inake bec-
kceping a miysterieus and expensive operation that
noue but thc w'calthy ean think of enterlng into
thc business. By the tinie wc study up one im.
provexuent wc hiave another novel arrangement te
be looked into, antI se on.

B3. LIOSE.
COBOURG, April l5th, lS71o.
['NOTE BY ED. 0. ri.-Some points in tixe abeve

communication arc open to question and may, per-
liaps provoke, a rejoinder from some, of env bec-
keeping rcaders,-possibly frein thc editorlil peu,
in a future nuinher.]
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