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A BILL ENTITLED AN ACT FOR RE-
VISING AND CONSOLIDATING TT1E
GENERAL STATUTES OF NOVA
SCOTIA.

CHAPTER “ OF TIIR ENCOURAGEMENT OF
AGRICULTURE.”

1. The Governor in Council shall arinually
appoint a Central Board of Agriculture, con-
sisting of seven persons, of whom one shall be
seleeted from among the Members of the 1i«e-
cutive Government, of the Provinee, and the
remaining six shall be sclected from the six
distriets mentioned in Schedale B., in the
manner heretnfter provided.  Five of such
Board shall be a quorum, and they shall be a
hady covporate wder the name of the
Buarl of Agriculture.

2. 1t shall be the duty of the Officers of
every Agricultural Society, immediately after
their clection at the Annual Meeting in De-
cember, to nominate n person suitable for ap-
pointment to the Central Boarnd, and the
Sceretary of every Society shall forthwith
transmit to the Secretary of the Central
Board the name and address of the person so
nominated.

3. The Governor in Council shall select
six from amonyg the persons so neminated to
be members of the Central Board, one being
chosen from each of the distriets specified in
Schedule B., and the preference being given,
for cach district, to the person nominated by
the greatest number of Societivs.  In case of
an equality of votes for any number of the
persons so nominated for any district, the
Governor in Connil shall determine who of
the number shall be the member.

4. In case the OMicers of the Agricultural
Socicties for any district shall negleet or re-
fuse to nominate any person for appointment
to the Central Baard, or it the Sceretaries of
the Societics shall transmit no such name and
address, the Governor in_ Council shall ap-
point 2 member of such Central Board for
such Mistrict.

5. All members 6f the Board shall retire
anuually on the thirty fust day of January,
bat shall be eligible for re-appointment

6. When vacancies oceurin the Board from
other causes than the annual retirement of
Memberson the thirty first day of January,
the Governor in Council 1~y at onee appoing
new members without reference to nomina-
tions by Socicties.

7. The first meeting of the Board shall be
held at such time and place as the Governor
in Conncil shall dircet. when they shall elect
a President, Vice-President, Steretars and
Tre.surer.

8. There shall be held in cach yearat
least one general meeting of the Board,
which shall take place at Halifax,in the
month of March, during the sitting of the
Legislature, and of which at least fen days
notiee shall be given.  Special meetings may
be called by the Seeretary at the instance of
the President, or upon the written request of
three members, and may be held at such
times and places as the President or such
three members shall determine.

9. The Board shall not pay or allow any
sum to & mewber thereof, for actine as such
member, except the amount of Tis actual
hotel expenses, and necessary travelling ex-
penses, . attending such mectings, which
shall not in any case exceed six cents a mile

for the distance actually travelled in going
to and returning from such meetings,

10. It shall Le the duty of the Board,—

(L) To take mensares for the formation of
County or District. Societies, and for infusing
new vigour and efficiency into those alreidy
m existence.

(11.) To reccive the accounts and reports
of such societies and before granting the cer-
tificates hereinafler meationed to entitle them
to participate in the Provincial grant, to see
that they have complied with the provisions
of this chapter.

(111.) 'To publish a monthly journal for
the diffusion of agricultural and horticultural
information adapted to the condition and
circumstances of the country, andl to cause
the same to be distributed ns generally as
possible, .

(1V.) To take measures to obtain from
other countries animals of’ new or improved
breeds, new varietics of grains, sceds, vege-
tables, plants, or other agricultural produc-
tions, for general and equitable distribntion
throughout the several counties, and to adopt
every measure in their power generally to
{)romotc improvement in the agriculture and
lorticulture of the Province.

(V.) To Lold every third year, or oftener,
if the Board should deem it advisable, in
some central and suitable locality, a general
provincial exhibition of agricultural and hor-
ticultural products, animals and domestic
manufactures, and to fix the time, articles of
competition, and list of prizes to be awarded,
and the regulations under which such exhi-
bitions shall be held, of which duc notice
shall be given at least twelve months before
the saime shall take place; and in holding the
same due regard shall be had to the just
claims of the several counties.

11. The Board may at any time appoint a
person to inspect the books and accounts of
any Society in the Province receiving Gov-
ernment aid in connection with agriculture,
and all officers of every such Society, when-
ever required so to do, shall submit it books
and acconuts to such inspection, and truly to
the best of their kuowledge answer all ques-
tions put to them in relation thereto, or to
the funds of the socicty.

12. For the purposes of this Act the Board
shall be entitled to draw from the Provincial
Treasury annually such sum not exceeding
cight thousand dollars, as the Governor and
Council may authorize, out of which they
way cxﬂmcnd a sum not exceeding six hun-
dred dollars for the salaries of their officers
and a further sum not exceeding one hundred
dollars for stationery ¢ ° ather incidental
expenses, and they shal eahibit to the Gov-
ernment for the information of the Legisla-
ture every year an account of the expendi-
ture of the same with proper vouchers, and
a full report of their preceedings.

13. Agricultural Societics may be organ-
ized in cach of the counties wherever forty
persons or more shall have become members
thereof, by signing 2 declaration in the form
of Schedule A to this Act, and paying each
not less than one dollar annually’to 1he funds
thereof, and a true copy of the said declara-
tion shall, within one month after the money
has been so paid, be transmitted to the Scc-
retary of the Central Board.

14 When any socicty shall b so organized,
such society shall be entitled to draw. annually
from the Board, by.warrant in favor of its
president, and on the certificate of the scere-

tary of the Central Buard, not morve than
double the amount of the subseriptions so
raised and paid 5 the pavinent of such sub-
scriptions to bo ceriified” upon outh by the
seeretary or treasurer of tho soviety, but no
county socicty shall be entitled to draw more
than two huwlred and fity dollars in any one
year.

15. In counties wlere more than onc
agricaltural socicty exist, the government
allowance shall be'given on the principle in
section fourteen, not exceedimg  for any
county the sum of four hundred dollars in any
one year; and the same shall be apportioned
among such socicties by the Central Board
in a rateable proportion to the amount of the
subscriptions raised and paid by cach socicty
for the year in which such allowance shall be
claimed, but no socivty shall draw mere than
two hundred and fifty dollus.

16. In case of any diftienlties avising as to
the boundarics of any such socicties, the
Central Board shall define the same.

17. The object of such agricultural socie-
tics shall be to encourage and promote the
introduction of improved stock, sceds, fiuit,
implements, methods of culure, drainage,
orchard cultivation, and improvement in
farm buildings and domestic manufacturers,
to hold shows and exhibitions, to award
premiums for exeellence, and to diffuse infor-
mation concerning agriculture and horticul-
ture. ‘The funds of such socicties, derived
from the subseriptions of members or the
public grant, shall not be expended for any
object inconsistent with those above men-
tioned.

18. The annual meetings of the socictics
shall be held on the first Tuesday of Decem-
ber in cach year, when they shall clect a
President, Vice President, Scerctary and
Treasurer, and not more than five directors.

19. The officers appointed at the formation
of such societies shall, until the election of
their successors at the annual meeting, exer-
cise all the powers vested in the sceiety by
this Act. .

20. They shall hold special meetings pur-
suant to adjournment, or on written notice
from the seeretary, which shall be given one
week before the day appointed for such
meeting, and at such meetings five shall be
guornn.

21. The said officers and directors may at
any such mectings make, alter, and repeal
byelaws and rules for the wanagement of
of such socicty, copies of which shall within
one month thercafter be forwarded to the
secretary of the Central Board for its ap-
proval.

22. The said officers and dircetors shall, in
addition to the ordinary dutics of manage-
ment, present at the annual meeting in
December a report of the proceedings of the
soviety during the year, in which shall be
stated the names of all the members of the
society, the amount paid by each, the names
of all persons to whom premiums swere awand-
ed, with the name of the animal, article or
thing in respect of which the same was
granted, together with sach remarks upon
the agriculture of the county as they may be
eaabled to offer, and a statement of the
reeeipts and disbursements of the society dur-
ing the year, which report and statement, if
approved by the weeting, shall be entered in
the journal of the socicty, and a true copy
thereof certified by the president and scere-
tary to be correct, shall be sent to the Central
Board within one month thereafter,



