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PLEASANT HOURS, ‘

A large number of permanent cottages
have been erected, and streets laid out,
The sequestered loveliness of the neigh-
bouring Fern Park adds to the charm of
this pleasant retreat. The religious
gervices are held with brief intervals
during most of the bathing season, and
scrve to prevent the “ sweet—do~nothing_”
by the sea from degenerating into lazi-
ness or mental dissipation. Through
the religious influence of these services,
miny who come only to invigorate the
body go home quickened in spirit and
strengthened in moral character—a result
the reverse of that which takes place
amid the dissipations of certain fashion-
able watering-places.

All along the Maine coast are numer-
ous pleasant places of summer resqrt,
where sheltered nooks alternate with
bold and rocky cliffs. At Old White-
head, near Portland, the cliffs rige
abruptly from the sea, while at their
base thunder the eternal surges of the
Atlantic.

I recently enjoyed the ride over the
Maine Central Railway from Portland to
Bangor and Mount Desert. The road
follows for many a mile the Penobscot
and Kennebec rivers, to a remaykably
thrifty and well-kept country, its nqrth-
ern part devoted to lumbering operations.
Indeed, at Oldtown is said to be the
largest lumber-mill in the world, where
one hundred saws are at work. We
Judge some of our Canadian mills on the
Ottawa have as great an output of sawn
lumber as any other. Bangor, Augusta,
the capital, and Waterville, the latter
with a handsome college, are pleas;}nt
towns along the road. At Brunswick
we got a glimpse of Bewdoin Collége. It
is of special interest 10 many from the
fact that here Longfellow was a student
and afterwards professor.

We had not much opportunity of test-
ing the striciness or laxness of t.he
Maine liquor law. Certainly the. thriv-
ing appearance of the towns and villages,
the farms and barns, the handsome sta-
tions, the well-dressed people, seemed 'to
sustain all that Neal Dow has said of its
success. Some ome has said that the
paint the farmers of Maine used to put
on their noses, they now put on their
barns, and certainly the staring red
colour of the farm buildings shows t.o
much better advantage on them than it
would on the human face divine. We
have nowhere seen more neat and ele-
gant railway stations and appointments.
Even the ordinary passenger train has
vestibule cars with silver-plated Ia\{a-
tories—a great boon to the eager tourist
who in his effort to see everything ac-
cumulates more than his share of dus‘t.
We think other reads might adopt fthls,
custom to their advantage, and certainly
to that of their patrons.

To Portland and its memories we shall
refer again, and briefly describe the
route to the White Mountains.

We have several times visited this
mountain region and always with re-
Dewed  delight, The. Maipa. Central
Railway takes one through its very
heart. We recently travelled-from St. John
to Portland: over this. rogte, and thence
west through the wonderful, picturesque
Saco Valley and Crawford Notch.

We pass for two or three hours through
a pleasant pastoral country. As we
reach New, Hampshire the hills become
higher. bogw&y and other mountain
villages, syrremnded by elm-sprinkled
acres possgess, such a fascination to
artists that. ong has named them “A
Suburb of Paradise.” . The famous

CRAWFORD NOTCH.

is a narrow pass.in the mountaing where
there is only rogm, for the road, the river
and the railway, The latter for twenty
miles climbs. upward along a ledge in
the mountains. From the observation
cars magnificent views are obtained, one
of the most interesting being that of the
Willey Housa, where an avalanche, many
Years ago, destroyed a whole family of
nine persons.

Here at the Notch, we climbed Mount
Willard, and had g magnificent view of
the Saco Valley, walled in between giant
mountains, one long wall in the shadow
which crept with a stealthy but remorsa-
less movement across the valley, and up
the opposite mountains. The winding
road, river and railway can be seen far
beneath. A moving railway * train
looked ljke a child's toy.

Says He.
BY JAMES WHITCOMB RILEY,

“ Whatever the weather may be,”
he—
“Whatevep‘ the weather may be—
U's plaze, if ye will, an’ I'll say me say-—
Su posin’ to-day was the winterest day,
Wud the weather be changing hecangs
ye cried,
Or the snow be
The Lest is to

says

Brass were ye crucified ?
make your own summer,”

says he,
“Whatever the weather may be,” says
he—

“ Whatever the weather may be 1"

“ Whatever the weather may be,” says
he—
“ Whatever the weather may be,
It’s the songs ye sing, and the smiles ye
wear
That’s a-making the sunshine every-
Wwhere ;

An’ the world of gloom is g
Wid the bird in the
the tree,
Whatever the weather may be,” says he—

“ Whatever the Wweather may be !”

world of glee,
bush, an’ the bud in

“ Whalt]ever the weather may be,”
e—

*“ Whatever the weather may be,
Ye can bring the spring wid its green
and gold,

An’ the grass in the

Snow lies cold,
An’ ye’'ll warm Yyour back
face, )
As ye sit at Your heart like an owld fire-
Place,
Whatever the weather may be,” says he—
“ Whatever the weather may be.”
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THE PCLO BROTHERS,

Many hundred years ago, in the year
1295, let us say, before Columbus dis-
covered America, or the art of printing
had been invented, a strange thing hap-
pened in Venice, Italy, Three men,
dressed in outlandish garb, partly Ruro-

to the gates of a lofty and handsome
house which wag then oceupied by mem-
bers of the ancient family of Polo. The
three strangers, whose speech had g
foreign accent, claimed admittance to
the mansion, saying that they were
Maffeo and Nieolo Polo, brothers, and
Marco, son of Nicolo, all of whom had
been absent in the wild and barbarous
countries of the Far East for more than
trenty-four years, and had long since
been piven up as lost.

In those days, nobedy in Europe know
much about the regions in which the
three Polog had travelled »vq what little

—_—— T

they digq know wag from vg,
reports. Two friars, Plan
William Rubruquis, it
reached the borders of
e€rn China, ang had
counts of the :

Ianq, of which they haq hear L,

gle and few
0 Carpini ang
is true, hagd
Cathay, or North-

. manner of
people lived, or what countries lay, pe.-
yond the western bouudary of Cathay,

ran off

manner of
strange beasts, hobgoblms, and monsterg
roamed and howleq And it was not
Surprising that

The Story of

Marco Polo,” p Noah Brooks,

June St. Nicholas,
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KEEP WAX AWAY rroym THE 8UN,

“T lost my temper g ain to- " mai
Madge, dolefully, 8 o day, gald

How diq it Come ahout ?”'
mother,

is easier

Ld > asked the
Eyvery time
again that happensg it
“Oh, T just went home with
Belle, anq they teageq me
Ay They mimickoea
m_ag’ue fun of the way I helq
gl\*l’ltqgi) myt li;scitation. 1
can €ar to be mi S ons
in a minute mimicked. Teet farious

“It seems to me,” said Aw ,
looking up from her work, n‘t‘ g:?ei%a&
safest thing for you Wwould be to keep
away from those girls, They Always sth;
and you know it

> 45 they gl
my voice ang
My hands ip
hey know,

aint worg s,

eriously : « Daugh-.
ter, your temper 8rows hot gt sh

ta si .
word asg Quickly ag Wax melts in téga::&%
and since yoyu know “your Wweaknegs oné
way to‘ help it ig to keep '
t.m‘n;fuimn. 'Tis the only safe ahd
:'Slhlle way, and you will do well to o
it."—The Sunday Evangelist.
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THE EVOLUTION OF GAMES,
BY HENRY GRanvipLg,

Games are evolved, not ma
firods, nay, thousands, of themdg‘ave
invented from time to time, but pg
these have ever attained to g perm
€Xistence; they have un their ways for
a few months, or even years, perhaps;
and then have dropped into the limho of

. }?glexiy game that hae
rin opul \
Erown, and the: best ogf t}liefn le::\?g btlsl::
growing for hundreds of 4 '
live that exhibit
the rest die,

Our best gameg fo
cracy ;"their pedigreeg run back to
ancient times, anqg no
can compote with them, Take basebajt
and cricket, for instanc_e, probably the
most popular outdoor games of modern
times. They are first cousing, and their
hold on American and English boys is-in
all probabhility due to the fact that they
fach unite two strong lines of d‘escent,-—
that of the bat and bal games, to which
ternig,

How

Hun-
been
ne of
anent

very
modern upstart

lacrosse, hockey, croquet, also
belong, and that of the goal games, such.
as tag, puss-in-the—corner, 1 spy, and

dozens of others,

All the nations we know anything
abovt had bat and bal games ages ago.
Nobody invented the bat and ball ; they
grew up with our civilization from the
time when little savages used to knock
about a pebble or a fruit with a Stiek,
S0 with the goal games,’ they have al-
wavs been popular. Their name ig still
legion. Tha goal part (that is, running
from bage to base) is & much more im-
portant part of the game in baseball
thar it is in cricket. To be sure, neither
basehall nor cricket is the game it wag
three hundred yehrg ago ; but both have
grown, not changed, .

Sarah anq

i

he
Any one that chooges may trace tIt
ETowLh of cricket from the year 1300 of
Is not 8o eagy to trace the Pedlgresa,ve
basebal), he gome is known t9
been blayed py the Indians. ove
As for tnagor games, we may prvay.
PRelr nobility in- just” tne same on
71658 comes down to ug from the a2ac 18
Hlndoos, by way of Persia. kagce
Were played in Egypt, and then in Gre 1y
and Ome.  Tenpins was certaiﬂn
In the thirteenth century, ave
Drobably myep carlier,  All these b2 ir
grown, byt they have not changed thet
Dature. Lawp tennis is only an Offshogo
O the old game of court tennis, said n,
havg been brought into Gaul by Romf";,
soldiers, apq still played. This, agall,

Is oniy 5 8rowth, net a new device.
almg

"2 1S only a variation of AT Olq
Pyramid game gf checkers. Th'g pomP
oug title « A

Royal Game of '1ndia,’f‘tig;
old pachisi P rd is oit
thought to have been only ajgaadvel,‘ﬁsmgi
godg.e; but it way qui* e« tre. Pachis
e .7 jes, an
siatie countrl d ‘the
.ers even foun;ile of
olli, i he na
bren o in Moyt o Ihder the I o
&ex .COo,
Rulé_ Carri.ed across the Pacific.—Go}
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Gaza, where Samson slew the Phills”
tme.~Judges 16. 21-31.

GAZA, ‘

A €ty with whien peculiar associs
tions arp Connected  Like all ancie?
been remarka r
évents connecieq with it.  Let all ogs

€aguers familiarize themsel"n
he remarkaple history of Samsol.
and the city with which his name 18 e-
much identifieq, Here he displayed I
®arkable foatg of strength, and here 8k
bis aventsy) career came to a tragic ege'

© strongest man whom God ever mach
and yet pig strength, for the most parb
Was Sbent in a mogt foolish mannel. .
_There can pe Do doubt but that at Ons
me Samson wag a good man. He W?;f
a true Patriot, ang doubtless, as oné 8
the Judges of Israel he judged righteot
Judgment, znq some of the displays ©
Lis strengiy Wwere put forth om behalfdo/
God’g Deople.  Iror a1l these we crehe}

bame, and are only sorry that t'th"
latter part of his career was filled Wi o
Such outhregkg of sin as compel one e
almost Ween, and say, How are ﬂ;s
mighty fa)len 1 Notwithstanding hg
Ereatness and phygieag power, he W&’
fwned pby , faithless Delilah. ° Lee
Mim that thinketh he standeth, tak
heed, lest he fall.”

: LESSOXS,
Physical strengtn cannot save & mal
¢S Samson. “He even faces the King
of beasts, agg 1g not overcome in ths
We cannot expect to be 2

ALLUREMENTS.

This world ig no friend to" grace to'
help US 01 t0 God.  The woMl is full of
There are tgwm traps, and

' Satan will use

feet 1 1¢” udwary, )
young people, eSpediENY,. the world is ;
full of dangers, THE -itisdigus foe is

everywhere. 1f one’ bttt filis another:
Will soon be found;

. PLEASURRR:

Th.ere is° nothing WroHE 13 recreation,
DOT in the enjoyment of those” pleagures
which are not sinful, But yon must be
on  your guard, Never' pursye those

prayer dis-
Let your ¢njoyment of plea-
fure He such that it wil] cause you to re-

turn - with  greater zest to gpiritual
things,

member men of great strength,

"both physically and mentally, have been

slain by the same snare as seduced him.



