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£:I WO1TLD hiera throw a veil over tte mental
Mse~ry w!'ih succeded, but I arn obligcd to
cunutnue my sorrowful history.

ulTime rollcd rapidly on, end tc regimont
ta whicli I belongced was ordcred to thc conti-
wt. Ttc 'modern Alexander' was then in
*.he zenith of power: power which En-land
was destned to cmust, and that ongle which
proudly sprcad bis pinions over a ntoioî y of ttc
earthi, soon saak bcncath the paw of tho 'li-c n
3f Albion,' nover again 10 risc.

"It wùculd bc :cdious ta informi yoîî of the
ittuerous sciges, &c., in îvtich 1 was engagori.d
Iere ivas scarccly a forlorat hope ordcrcd for

ehici I did not voluntcer ;-my courage was
nsiýdcmed supcmhuman, aIns! it was ttc cour-
,r of despair, for 1stili could notfombearthink-
Og of tce sudden bereavemont of my adorcd

Lzbla, and my dear tittlo Charlcs-.-but nas!
c Us Uscless Io --ive way to grief; and for
!e; purpose i sought ecmcy oppomîunity whiich
~r.enied of active employmcnt, ycr 1 could not
kiah the thoughts of thotu front my mind.
'l would bore attempt to givo you a descmip-
-x:i of some of the sceries through which 1
....sscd, but as you cari at any tinte rond ne-
xinus of ttc Peninsular canipaigas, by somte
acellent wiers wto have semved thora, ii
*-- d bc a womk of suporerogation for me a t
.ukc up the subject; ir may not, however, bc

cof place to relate a circursiance îvhich oc-
c=e to 'yself, and to wvtich, on accounit of
iepari 1 had, ttc good fortune to cnact in it, 1

A,1Il ever loe.. back wvith a feeling of atis-
uzctuon.

"The morning afrer te storming of Badajos,
u one of tce most teamî-monding 1 have ever
mncsscd ; hcaps of dead bodies wvc pilori w-

:iber ini horrible confusion. * Afier ail ivas
iaJ, 1 walkced forth to vicw te town. The

"oo-ps had thre days allowcd for the purpose
iplundem, and as 1 prontenadei rte place, 1
risgts.usted at the scenes of confusion and
tA whicbi every wheci- presenteri themselve-q.

liere might be seen, soliers wircs, who but
day prottous, tari scarce a rag 10 covcr
_zor a shoc to thcir foot, notv rolling in

%v ith large je-vcls adorning thecir cars and
white thc scories of dcvastation baffle

cmrtuon.

1I stoori for somo riire wauching ttc pro-

gress of thc plunder, and to the shamne of the
sex, bc it recordcd, ilini uIl wives of Ilhe sol-
diers ivere the grcater phîndcrcrs. bly heart
sickened nt thi ih, and 1 tinwitingl,,y pro-
ceced ta the suburbs ou the town, where 1
thotialh I might have been able t0 pursue
my reflections uninterruptcd by such scenes
as those 1 liad witnessed. Sucdcnly rny sern-
ses wverc assaileil by tie piercing shnclcs oif a
fernale, front a lonel:j, house ini the vicinity of
my walkt%; repcatcdly the cry of Inicrcy' rang

upon rny car, and J rushced to the spot, rcsolv-
cd to ascertain the cause. I cntcrcd tho bouse
whien a scene openci tipon mv astonistlcd
sight, which was iruly hcart-rcnding. Thora
stood a poor oId mian whose hoary locks alone
might have claimed comnpassion, with a rope
round his ncck, white the othcrend was thrown
ovcr a hiam, which cxîcridcd across the build-
ing, and a bcautiful young wonian holding by
his knies, rent thc air ivith ber cries. A Por-
[tuguese drummer who held thc otixer end of
the rope, annoyed Ille poor man, by now and
thon giving it a suddcn pull, so as In comprcss
thc muscles of bis ncck, nnother fcllow of for-
biddingy appearance was endeavouring wo force
thue young wvonan front thc old man's feet,
whitc a third was contlnually dcmandîing mo-
ney, whitc the unfortunate mari made the most
solemn asseverations ihat ho had flot any to
give thein. To the honour of Bitishi soldiers,
1 mtust do ilîcm rte justice to siate tbat acither
of the tbree was Englisb, although tbey be-
longcd to the allicd army. 1 askcd their rea-
sons for atic.npting wo takc the poor old mnan's
life, whcn tce drummcr cxclaimod 1 why docs
flot the old - icll where hoelias hidden his
monoy T' 1 tumcd Io the poor mani, îvhc
gazed ai me .vith the most lively expression of
countcenantc, wvhdc the young -woman, whorn
1 afterwards learneri ias his daughtcr, stood
pale as a marblo monument, and dcsn-ed, him if
ho had any money to give thort a few dollars,
and ]et ilîcax depart; but, with rearsin hiseyes,
lic informcd une tar ho tad already lost ail he
passessed in ite general plunder, and had not
a rial lefi. 'Oh, signior,' added te, 'for ttc
salie of tte blcssed motter of God, if you have
any influence over these mona do flot permait
thora to dishionour my child-do not permit
the n to lavo her without a protcior.''

"Moveri by ztc old man's enraucs, as well
as the toars of bis daugtr, 1 turned to the
drummer, and addressing trn in Portuguese.
told tin thdi, 1 bcing a British officer, 1 could
not stand by and soc thc orders; of rte Com-
mander of t Forces disobeyed, which ivemo


