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BAPTISM, -

“In preceding articles atiention has been called
te the'ndhure nid importance of Christian bap-
-tism.  ‘The Christian worle it has been <hown

3 lHfise phases bf the ordinance, hut not more wide-
P ethidh upbh the action and design of this divine

e

* cliibindnd’

ir o Nkeng in fon professors of Christianity, we

te,

Fo7 [aptism 2 woild'jgive définite answer,  Why i

this? might well be usked.  Why is it that"the

i professed followers of -Christ differ so widely
s ~yupon~the nature’ and -importdnce, action and

‘dasign of this-feature of the Christian system?
T'he apostles were ar unit-upon this subject

Sdiitiite (o'say; i dskeds "What is the design of

subject,but how does it comport with the baptism
of an infant?  T» it n *»ign and seal of -Fgen
eration, of remission of sins, and cf givigz np
unto God,” in the <ase of and infant?  If 1t is
the “siyn™ of anything it i that the adminsirator
i ignorant of the teaching of Seripture wpol this
subject and that he is in bondoge to the althor-
ity of men,  Baptism canna, it s evident, be a
a “sum oand sead of remission of sins and of
giving up unto God,” to an innocent and' frre-
sponsible babe.  The ordininee then in sach a
case s on empty ceremony, hut as it is dofe in
the name of Jesus Christ, 2wit/ons his authprity,
itisa presumptuons act and an infringement
upon the divine pregrogatne, .

Baptism is designed for the remission of sias
because it 1s designed to bring us info Christ,
Baptism dute Cluist implies transition,  Itthen
implies activity, for the change s real and vol
tatary,  Flus transation from one state or con-
dition to another is effected by being  “buried
with hun by baptism into death, thay like as
Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory
of the Father, even so, we also should walk in
newness of life”- -Rom, 62 .4, i

‘T'ize design of this holy crdinance then implies
not only that the proner subject is a respontible
persor 'but tnat he should be drsded by baptism.
\When a few drops o1 water were sprinkled on
yout were you buried 2 Were you planted in the
Iikeness of his death?  Certainly not.  You
were only rantized and there is no commond in
the Bible for that.
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HELP TH¥ YOUNG MEN. ;

“I'he urgent call for preachers from so whany
quarters is a very encouraging sign, but whea we
remember that it 1s difficult to secure desirable
men for the work the conviction forces itself up-
o us that the churches have not heen sufficiéntly
alive to the highest and best interests.oftthe
Cause,

Where are all our boys?  How many of them

This i3 all very well when applied to a "ropur{ Fursty 4 I deulre a revivion of the Confession of Faith,”

} Reeond, ' In every respect and to the extent of abolishing
iit." Third, for the following reasons It was composed
* by human and uninspived minds, It Is wnseriptaral, and
8 In many respects the modt Inhuman, unjustifiable and
ihorrih!c conception of divinity which has been evolsed
{ by any mind {n any centuary, in the darkness of any zge
or by the tiercest pagans of the most bloobthinty code
Tunheshatingly state that i §t were incumbent vpon me to
aceept the Westminster Confession of Faith fn its entirety
or abandon the Bible, without a moment’s vonsideration I
would accept the latter alternative,  But T deny that any
such alternative can he forced upon me, for I deny the
Westminster Confession whileadhering to what I esteem
A soybsaving faith in God the Father, in his son Jesus
Christ, and evedasting life through Him. No human
being possessed of the slightest fdea of Justice or love
can subseribe to the thizd article, vz

By the decree of God for the manifestation of Ilis glory,
some men and :\nf:cjs ate predestinated to everlasting life
and others forcordained to ¢verlasting deaths
nor can any one who has ever known the fanstincts which
proypt men to honor or hold them fast to justice sub-
scribe to No. 4¢

‘These angels and men I
are par Iy and g g
number is so certain and definite that it cannot
increased or diminished.

Also No. §3
V. Thosc of mankind that arc predestinated unto life,
God, before the foundation of the world was lald, accord.
ing to His cternal and immutable purposz and the secret
counsel and good pleasure of flis” will, hath chosen in
Christ unto everlasting glory, out of his mere free grace
and love, without any” foresight of faith or ﬁood works,
or perseverance In either of them, orany other thing in
the creature, as conditions, or causcs moving him thereun
10, and all to the praise of His glorious grace,

Ot No. 6:

VI As God hath :\g:roinled the clect unto glory, so
hatty He, by the cternal and most free purpose of His
will, forcordained all the means thereunto,  Wherefore
they who are elected being fallen in Adam are redeemed
br Chtlst: arc cflectually called ingo faith _in Christ by
His Spirit working in due season § are justified, adop:c(f,
sanctified, and hept by His powers through faith_unto
sahation.  Neither ate any other redeemed by Christ,
effectually called, justified, adopted, sanctified and. saved
but the clect only.

Or of all things ever wiitten by Christian or pagan,
No. 71

VL The restof mankind, God waspleased, a ling
to the untearchable counsel of His own will, whereby 1'~
extendeth or withholdeth inerey as he pleascth for the
tory of 1lis sovereign power over His creatures, to vass
by, and to ordain them to dishonor and wrath for their
sin and to the praise of iy glorious justice.

Note, brethren and friends, the last line of No, 7 “to
the praise of His glosious justice.” If I had Leen born
in otder to be sent to hell “‘by the deeree of . God,. for the

1 Tatied
and their
be either

t and f;
Yot

have become preachers? We areashamed to tell,
Large numbers of them have found their .way
into other professions, many of whom would
haye been to-day, no doubt, able protlaimers of
the gospel if they had reccived even a lilt!e
encouragement.  Whose fault is it 2

We write this not to find fault with the past
but to call attention to the matter for the présent
waid future,
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‘Y‘|c

dogmay- théir minds were cornipted from the
sitaplicity:that'is in Christ,  “Thiy confusion we

<t well *kiidw has ot arisen ‘from a lack of per-

v spictity in Abre Zestamedt teaching, but from

tlits-errors and intricacies of speculative theology.

o e gnly suré remedy is o return from the bond-.

xage ofhuman creells and confessions to the

“cuphingilicity of New ‘Festament teaching.
*+ #i'he design of baptism should be well under-

+ -polemnt- mockery

. good_becatise it is stiggestive of both the subject

4 ! attion, " f -e learn as we should dnd as
- rgery honest! person’-would if freed’ from ‘the

1+zrainuicls of false teaching, that there-is now but
A .oné baptism, and that it s designed-for the

v veniisston of past sins and'ns a pledge of pardon

“to the penitent believer through the blood of

““Jesus Christ; it would appear cjident that the
~irpbjécts of baptism should not only be guilty of
Spastisinsebut-a - penitent believer also,

‘The

baptism of any other kind of a subject is
* utihwthorized by “the Word of God, and is
That baptism is for the re-
filission of*sins s to the unprejudiced mind
cevident-from the ‘following scriptures :~-“He
'that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.”
wtMark 16:36. “Repentand be baptized every
onerof -you'in the name of Jesus Christ for the

s yemmission of sins”—Acts 21 38, “Arise and

~2he bapti/ed and wash away thy sins ealling upon
- sthe nante of:the Lord.P-—Acts 221 16.
Baptism is-not:for the remission of sins'be-
s causerof “any virtue in the act of itsclf, but it is
+ %the obedience of faith,” and God has ordained
sthat by it ‘we enter into Christ, who is able to
-cleange ous souls and purify our hearts,

#I'hat such is the teaching of scripture is evi-
dentfrom the following —“Know you not that
sommany-of us as were baptized fnle Jesus Christ

»were baptized into his death,”~—Rom, 6: 3.
“Vor weare all the children of God by faith in
Clist Jesus. For as many of you as have been
baplized info. Christ have put on Christ.”—Gal,
3% 26, 27, , .

"Ihe teaching of the Westminsier Confession of
JLiaith is in ovr judgement not far astray upon
this feature of the subject. "This is what it says—

‘There are young-men in ali our ehiurchés who
need-only the proper influence-the inciting and
inspinng influetice which every church should
create—to enlist them in the work. A chitrch
which does not stimulate its young men to make
sacrifices for the cause and fill them -with a
desire to become champions for the trath is
living below its privileges. It may be sound.
It may be hawk-cyed in spying innovations even
from afar, yet its condition is not to be envied,
for though it has a name to live it is dead.

The Cause needs men-——young men—strong
and willing.  We have the material  Letus
call them out.  Give them advice, If they
are the right kind it will not be given in
rain,  Let us help them to pay their board bilt
while at College.  Give them employment—re-
munerative employment—during their vacation,
and then witness how the Lord will bless both
us and the Cause.

e e 4 o

THE WESTMINSTER GONFESSION OF
FAI'TH.

“Fhis old document—this standard of Preshy-
terianism-~has been receiving vigorous handling
of late from various quarters. Its utterances
are'losing force ; its authority is waning.  "This
is & kind of scepticism in which we rejoice.
We rejoice because the cause of this scepticivm
is the result of a growing reverence for the Word
of God. Ttis remarkable that an enlightened
and inteligent people could be bound hand anid
foot so long by the dogmas of fallible men,

1t is high time that this relicof a proseriptive
age should be considered upon its true merits
and treated accordingly. .

The following is from Zoronts Salurday
Night, It will be of interest to our readers to
see what is being said upon this subject in a
secular paper i

‘The excitement in PPresbyterian ciicles over the proposed
revision of the Westminster Confession of Faith hasa moze
than sectarian meaning. It scems to me to be a revolt
against the assumplion that & lerical councit can define
the orbit in which & man’s mind may raolve without
resulting in the damnation of his soul. The Northern
Assembly of the Dreshyterians of the United States are

¢ Baptiem is a Saceament of the New Te tordained

by Jesus Christ, not only for the solenin of the

party Haplised into the visibic church 3 butalso tobevnte
;,im @ sign and =cal ofthe covenant of grace, of hig ingraft-
ing into Christ, of regencration, of ramission of sins, and
oﬁnis giving up unto God, through Jesus Christy to walk
. in newness of hife,” chap, 28. Sec. 1,

v

ding out questions (1) *“ 1o you favor a revision of the
Confession of Faith?”  {2) *“Ifso in what respects, and
1o what extent?2”  If I wer sending out these questions
T would add a third inquity {(3) ** Why ” and would pro-
ceed 10 angwar them thus,

' Jnin;len(;onfe&ssqnhf.d“ﬁlh.hu‘dxivm -meraimen, into

ifestation of Mis gl justice” for something 1

saying I would ound upon the sooty doors of my infernal
prison and make the blachened* and -gloomy caverns of
hell re-ccho with may shricks oft “nnjust! unjust !
And it does not dininish the force of these words if they
were originated by the greatest infidel who now lives. It
is such doctrines as this which produce infidelity, It is
such creeds as this which drive men from Christianity into
the datkness and doubt of unbelief, I txlieve the West-

agnosticism than all the books of Voltaire and Paine, all
all the. of Ingersoll or the insidious attacks of
such histotians as Froude. ['hold that thés : anticles are
nothing but blasphiemy, thdt the conception of a "God
which weuld do such things, who' would dann a man bé-
fore time began and permit him to suffer through the
countless cycles of ctermty, is more hotrille than the
zrced whith leads mothers to throw their babies into the
arms of a blazing Moloch or prompts the bloody saégiﬁcé
beneath the wheels of Juggernaut,  When a mother gives
up her child to the fire of sacrifice she believes she ensures
{ts cternal sulvation and assists in her-own, but when a
man subecribes.to a creed which says that his fellow man
was born 10 be damned and to suffer time without end, he
has but intensified a million fold the pagan idea that God
glbfrics in blood, revels in death, and delights in desteuc.
tion.

NOTES,
Be sure to read the article 1Westminster Con.

| fession of Faith,  ‘Those who read it will likely
re-read it

Bro, Brown of Wiarton has been very sick, but
last reports informs us that he bas taken a change
for the better.

Bro. Henry Hoover is preaching at Williams-
ville, N. Y., for the summer months, He returns
to Brethany College this fall.w2%e Chnr o Voice,

Contribution from Ontario to Foreign Mis-
sions sincelast report :
Mr. and Mrs. Currie, Belwood.. ..$10 0o

Rev. Geo. Munro, Mrs. and children, left
Monday morning on a three weeks visit to the

Mercury,

Bro, Harris called at Everton on his return
from Minto, where he held an interesting and
successful meeting, ani preached for us once.
He has gone to Muskoka to help Bro. Crewson
for a few wecks, e then returns to Bethany.

BarcLAY—The death of Prof. E. D. Barclay is a sad
surprise to many. It was not generally known that he
had béen in failing health,. Fro. Barclay wasa Canadian
but labored principally in the States where his labors
were appreciated and where he accomplished much for
the Master.  We entend our heartfelt sympathy to the
sorrow ing friends,

Said Charles Kingsley :—*“We cannot_safely combat
k2 errors of any man of syttem, without first mving them
credit for whatever excellence they snay retain.”

Gould not do or could not help doing, I feel justified inf:

county of Xent, their native homes. Guelph} .

Very ‘I'ie.  “The Apostle Paul acted upon
that principal when, addressing the Jews from
the castle staivs ip Jerusalem, hie acknowledged
that they were zealous toward God,

ArroiNtED PROFESSOR—Thos. 1. Fowler,
M. A., of Everton, has been appointed and has
accepted the chair of Hebrew and Creek Exegesis
in Fairficld College, Nabraska,  Mrn Fowler has
served the Church of the Disciples in Evertua
for six years and received o most.unaminous in-
vitation to continue for the seventh year.  They
gave him up reluctantly, but under the circum.
stances they could not consistently insist upon
him remaining.  Guelph Mercury,

——

The simple reading of the Bible, aceompanied with a
thoughtful and careful study of the meaning of its words,
without :\n{- effort 1o be wise above what i¢ written, is the
Liest possible mode of passing our thoughts in the spirit
realny, and apprehending what Is real thete. One whe
docs this willpﬁnd his mind greatly relieved, and will be
content to walt till death comes for the fuller and larger
disclosure of the things unseen and cternal.  He will see
enough to be an ample guide to his practice.—74e Inde-
pendent,

And no doubt we have here the:eaplanation
of the fact that so wany humble Christians who
have never taken a course in the evidences of
Christianity feel quite sure that the Bible is
God’s book. It finds them as no other book
does,

CO-OPERATION NOTES.
"The activity of the Manitoba brethren, judging from
Bro. Lemon's letter in another column, is sefreshing.

The church in Mosa desite to engage a man to labor
for them in the Gospel,  We have been ashed to assist
them in securing a suitable man,  Several other churches
arc as\ing for men.  This is a hopeful sign,

%)

Owing to my h all i
pertaining to the Co.operation should be addressed for
the mean time to Hugh Black, Rockwood. Let all make
a note of this,

1 .

In the receipts pxglgjl}dggd in this cohunn there may be
some nustaked, “The hainesand pledges came in so fast
at the Annual meeting that a few plédges may have been
marked paid+which were.not paid! | I€ you notice any
such mistake please notify Bro. Black,

We arq glad to learn that there is a band.of Disciples
in East Toronto and that they fecl like making an attempt
to build up the Cause in that important part of, the city.
If Tam not incorrectly informed, Bro. D. Stesling is
living there.  He will be of great seeviee to them in this
most commendable entesprise. T

Bro. John ijcﬁinqon,'li\'er}qn,>'l“rca$urer fot the Co.
peration is now in Brandon, Manitela, He iz 1
back before the Board mecting in September.  We might

were absent, but we would make poor headway, without
the Treasurer.  However the Cor, Sec, should not com.
plain since he has access to the pile in his absence,

It has béen our aim to appoint an active Lrother or
sister in cvery church in the Province to cahvn;s the
brethrén in the interest of Momé Mitsions.

T6 assist in the matter blank forms hayq’bccp prepared
and sent to all 'xhc churches. 1t any have not regeived
thicm please notify us at once, Thete will bea full Board
mecting in Toronto about the middle of this month, and
if is desirable that the churches should be: canvassedtand
the forms returned before that time.

Thete are several Lréthren -in the town of Ayl;pc:.
Thisls an active and growing place. Dro. Campbell,
who preaches for the Dorchester church; has been preachs
ing for them for some time. They have purchassed a

[ meeting house for about $900.  About half of this_must.

be paid this fall, The church in Dorchester, in addition
to paying Bro. Campbell's'salary, has promised them aid,
They will neesd more however.  The building -ip, of the
Cause in the town of Aylmer is a wise move, They need
help.  Let us give them all we. can, . .

‘The following has been, received since the beginning
of the current Co-operation yeari- .

ohn Iamilton, Walkerton ... cees ' $1000
« K. T., Toronto  -ceea ceie eras 11000
.« B, Lister, Winger scos auas . lO0
R, W. Ballah, Aylmer... vees " 200
Mrs. Shrum, Gainsboro., [, 100
Mrs. S, T. Martin, Chathant ..., aiee 03§
{ohn Henry, Oshawa, (Life Membership)i, 00
). Ostrander, 8t Thomas  w . 1§00
1. K. Murtiq, Oshawa " vou 500
Miss C. Whitehead, Walkertorn weee 2000

Mrs. D. W. Clendenan, West Toronto Junction 20 00
G. Wells, Acton " Yies 230
MissTena McViear, $t. Thomasw .

)
C, H, Norsworthy, $t. Thomas, (Ann, Me f 00
Miss C. Whitchead, Walkerton “n 100
D.. Munro, Toronto " 100
Miss Annic McPhedran, Nassagaweya o 100
Miss Lizzie McPhedran v w 100
no, McGill, Walkerton " 100
1. N. Hoover, Bethany M 100
ohn 1D, Thoason, St. Thomas " 100
Wm. Fowler, ”" " 100
I, T, Kilgour, Cincinnati " t oo
W, H. Swayze, Winger. " 200

The following ate the receipts for Hamilton Chuich~—
L. K. Murtin, Oshawa ., $ro00
Miss Thomson. vees 200
Mr& . W, Clendenan, West Torunto Junction 10 00

oot .

Mts, James Smyth ... cene vere 1CO
Mrs, Jno. Swayze  4ou eere
Mres Wm, Anjle veen cvnn
Mes. J. D, McCoig, Mull ...
Mrs, GGeo, Munto. Erin., s
Mary MeDiarmld ... “eae
Mrs, B Camplell ..., cene
R. W, McDonnell, Galt., erne
Mrs. Morrison ., sees aeen
A Friend, Ridgetown ..., “eve

Mrs. Do McGill; Brin...,
Mrs. A, BGreen', ..
Miss Cliphant, London .+
Mrs, Dawes, Woodstock o .

T. L. FOWLER, Cor, Sec,

et wlohig Withoat the Cor" Sec 31 =v el i the It dident™
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