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i., unly for an instant, as the next mioment
they are pusbed headlong over the abyss.
Theîn cornes a terrible scene. Thosc ir.
the rear, pursued and urged, on by the
horsenien, force those alead of thcmn over
the precipice, until al], save a tèwv perhaps
wliîch preferred to, nîcet death by the
.irroivs and bullets of the iiunters, have
been driven into this frightfuI deatb-pit.

lt is said that the Indians in their
sUperstition believed when they badl suc-
ce..-ded ini driving a herd to a lirecipice
that if they aUlowed any 0< theni to escape
they would neyer lie successfui in their
litnts again. Thus thev acted with the
determination of kiliing every onîe, and
this they generaliv accomplishied.

'lhle nierciless chase wvas, cf c*ourse, the
main cause of the disappearance of the
b)uffalo, but not the sole cause. Large
numbers of the animnais perished in the
great prairie fireý;. On the apî>roach of
the flamies the buffalo, instead of taking to
ilight, as one %vould naturally bu led to
sutppose, ivaitcd till bis ruthless debtroyer
r*eached himi and stood overtvhelimed
b>' fear. He made no effort ivbiatever Io
escape, but with haggard eye -m'aited the
aippronch of the flaime and wvas burnt to
dlcatb. (;re-at numbers were also drownied
teerý spring. ý\,"het uI)Uf emerging <rom
the %voods, they hegan to find their way
nrtiards, iii mian>' places rivers of con-
Niderable sii.e wvould impede thieir progress,
;111d the ice at that tinie of tîme yeisr baving

li<oeunsale. hundrcds of themi wo-ild
crasih through, and in the panic wbîch

invaribly fuilowved, ail would be drowned.
Notwithstanding the great numbers thus
destroyed, tbey were comparati vely few to
the thousands whîclb were donc aw~ay wvith
in the chase. Thus mami and tint nature
lias beeri mainly instrumental in the
annihilation cf the buffalo.

Why were meazns n(>t taken Io prevent
the ex:inction of the lordly bison? Un-
doubtediy it %vas impossible in the vast
prairies of tbe Nortli-West to prevent
uniinimted destruction on tbe p>art of the
greedy and rttless Indians. %X'hat mnighit
bave been done was to drnesticate the
l)uffio. Sir 1 )onald A. Smith bias severai
taim buffalocs, about ail left iii Canada,
at Silver Heigits, n car Winnipeg. .Xnieri-
catis fromn the Western States, a few years
ago, bought our las t lierd, wvhich bad bettn
domiesticated at Stony Mountain, 'Man.
Th2se experiments prove that the plan of
domestirating the bison might have been
successtfully carried otit. Tihis ineans
wvouid not bave preserved the vast bierds
whicb once roamed over the prairies, but
it wvouid bave prevented the entire disap-
pearance of a noble animal, clusely
associated witb the bistory oif the contin-
ent. Ever, yet tlie species vnigbt bu
preserved were the fev tanie buffalues,
scattercd throughout the cou ntry, brougbit
togcther and prcmperly iook«ed after, but
this will have to h2 donc very sot-n, or ont>'
s'eigiî robes and wvitened bones strewn
over the plains of the North-West wil
be ieft Io recall thc former nionarch of
the prairies.
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