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w.ts awardcd. God called also w-cal voxnen
Iand even hielpless eildreni.

At Lyons the brightest featutre of the
pc.rsecution wvas the devotion of a poor slave-
girl.

Dlandina, (for suell Nvas lier name) bo-
longyed to a Christian mistress. Often liad
:lie attended lier to the littie place of worship
iii Nvhichi the faithiftil were ivont to meet;
often bad slie iistened to the bishop's words
of hioiy wvisdom. Shie hiad joined in the
Cliristian songs of praise; she liad lcarnt
to adore the crucificd Saviouir; sIc kncwv
not tînt slic ias soon to die for Hlm, but
sck lad God ordained. The triai of per-
seeuition approached, and the Churci of
]Lyons braced herseif to mccl. it.

Iothintie, the bishop, now upwards of
niuety y-ears of age, and enfeeblcd with
siekness, gatliered around hinm bis littie
flock. RLe besougit, thcm-in what words
we knowv not-to stand fast in thc Lord.
I{ad lic not at all times taught them. t live
as those wvho were watching for Ruis eoming,

r vitli their iamps wcll trimmed ? luad ho
not warned thera that that day wouid corne
upon them vu.-uares-that it wouid bc even
like the breaking in ,ir a ,Iief in the night ?
At any rate the sp-cd lie lad sown had sunk
deep into the hiearts of this littie Chiristian
cornmnuiity, and not lcast into that of
D3andina. Thc day of thc Lord broke sud-
denly, fiercely. But- it fotind thern at
their posts film and unflinelling. They
%vcrc .atchiine as men ivaiting for their
Lord.

Oh! happy servant lie
In snch a posture found;

Hie sliah his Lord with rapture soc,
Aud ho with bionc ar crowned.

Thc first to suifer %vas the bishop him-
self. The shepherd, ]ike bis Master, gave
bis life for the shecp. Hue was takzen,
dragged before the heathen tribunal, beaten,
and peited by the crowd-ivas carricd back
to prison to die from bis injuries within two
days. Thc sad tale sent a thrill of bor.or
through thc little band of the faitliful.
Wbose turn would it bo next? A search
tirough the city wvas to bo muade, and woe

betide the Christian who fell into the hands
of the persecutor 1

And IIow it is rtimoured that Attains bas
been seized-Attalus whose rank and in-
fluience, men thouglit, should bave saved
him. though a Christian. But hoe is not
sparcd. Even an lionourable dcath is denied
him. Ire is condemned to be placed in a
heated chair for his obstinacy in refusing to
sacrifice to the gods. Fainting fromn the
pinu, hie is thrown, ail unconscjous as lie is,
to t?îe wild beasts. O Attalus, yoti have
made a good exchlange!1 Your earthly
honours, your rank, and your ivealth have,
been taken from yenu; but you have gained
a kingdomi and a crown whiclî fadeth not
away.

And so the persecutiox proceeded. And
those of the Ohurcli who stili remained
met day by day to bicss God for ail R-is
servants departed this life in lis faith and
fcar-especially for lis martyrs Pothinus
and Attalus, whomn He liad so recently taken
to Ilimseif. And then how fervently %vould
they pray for grace to follow their good
examples. It was ail they could hope for,
ail thay couid expect. And thcn it came to
BIan<liva's turu-Blandina the poor slave
girl. For lier, humble thougli lier station
%vas, %God had rcserved the croivn with the
briglhtcst lustre. Every kind of torture ivas
triecl upon ber to no purpose. 11cr en-
durance outlasted even the malice of her
tormentors. Her inistress stood by trem-
bLing, fcaring evcry moment lest her con-
stancy should fail. To the taunts of ber
enemies she had but one repiy: 11 amn a
Christian, and among us no evil is doue.'
Fa.ithful,ý indeed, unto deatb, she obtaincd
the crowvn of life.

A youug boy of scarce fifteen, Ponticus by
name, iwas brouglit ecd day to witness ber
s iffeiings. The sight nerved himto undergo
a like trial. H-e died speediiy, overcome by
thc pain. Ah! axnong the vwhite-robd
army of martyrs that gather round the
throne (think of it, toiling womcn!1 think,
of it, ye in lowly station!) are xnost assurcdly
the slave-girl Blandina and the boy Pon-
ticus.

On the seventi of 31ardi (so says our
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