
tinctly Messianic. It is our Saviour's favorite at the Master's word. But ail could sec the
designation of himself, and he seams to have miracle wvhich followed. Il 'vas a strange,
used it to, indicate bis self-humiliation <Phil. great claim the Mlaster made that day, and we
2: 5-11). It points hlm out as our brother may be sute it and the mighty sign which fol-
n an. The natne denotes that he rapresents lowved sank deep into many a heart. (Spanca).,
the race. It is generic and designates Jasus, 26. .And they werô ail axnazed-R. V.
riot simply as a rnan, but as the normal man, IlAmazement took hold on ail." And. they
the perfect represantatîve of the race, and glorifiedl God-The anthusiasmi of the people
refers rather to Gen. 3: r3. (Godet). It is over against the maurmuring of tha scribes.
n impiied that bis power to forgive sins was (Van Oosterzee). And were fImed with

in any way connected with bis humanity. fear-Tha first emnotion of sinful man in the
Hlathpoweruponearthto forgive srnfi-The preseace of a divine Baing (J udgas 13: 22;
word Ilpower'is emphaic. Hie bas more Eýx 2o: 19 ; Job 42: 5b 6; Isa. 6: 5). But
than the right to announce forgiveness, he eau raad , John 4: 18. Sa.ying, we have geen

'etw l The Son of man, as God mani- j atrang thnst-da.y-Thay allude to, the
fested ia man's flash, has on man's aarth that axercise of the divine prerogative of pardon by
POwer, which in its fountain and essence ona whom they stili failed to, recognize as
belongs to God in heaven, and this not hy other than a man, for Matthew says that they
elelegatior., but ' bacausa He (being God) is Ilglorifled God, who had givan such power
the Son of man.' (Jobn 5: 27). By dis.s unto, mie»." They did not recogniza jesus as
playing this power 'on earîli ha proves that he ail that hae really wvas; but thay sawv in him a
had brought it with hlmi froin heaven, and. representative man on wbomn God had ha-
that be %vas "lcorne froin God." He sa.ith stowad a most wvonderful gfadi n
uto the eicir of the paisy, I aay unto through whose possession o f the po-war this
thee, Arise, and taire up thy couch, a.ud gift was, in a sense, bestowad upon meni. The
go unto tbiae house-This comimand was a power was conceived of by the people and
test of the man'ls faith. In making the effort spok-en of by Jasus as a dalagated power.
to, obey, healing carne (John 5: 8). The cure ~Jesus came 10, earth in bis Messianic office
was instantaneous and complete. Thara was ;vith this authority to forgive sins and to heai
no hasitancy on the man's part. When Christ physical maladies. But, as Son of God, hie
told hlm. to rise up, ha beliaved that ha would possasses the power la and of himseàW'
give bim stiangth to, du it, although hae had (Dwigbt). Godet says: "This remarkabla
not rnoved hand o- foot peihaps for years. expression «'10 men' is doubtless connected
His obedienca shawed his faith. with ' Son of Man.' Whatevar is givan to,

25. .And imxuediately ho rose up before! the normal man, is i Him givan 10 ail."1 But
thora and took up that whereon ho lay, iti what sensa is tha power of forgiving sins,
and departed to lus own h-use, glorifying flot mereiy daclarlng thein forgivan, but abso-
Godl-ie now carriad the bed wbich had lutaly absolving from. thcni, given to a creature
carried himn and " the proof of bis sickness however sinless. Trench also, remarks : " Thay
becama the proof of his cure." The labor fait truly that what was givan to oaa nman, to,
would have ben no more than that of carigtha Man Christ Jesus, wvas givan for the sake
a rug, or a closir, yet it was tbis wihexcited of ail, and given ultimately ta ail, that therefora
the fury of the pharisees in Jerusalem (John it was indead 'giye;z w:lto mielt.' Tbay dimly
5: 9). (Farrar). Tha lookers-on, the curious, understood that ha possessed thesa powers as
the cavillers, the frlendly, too, as the un- the trua Head and Rapresantative of the race,
friandly, who crowded that Caperaaum house, anti therefore that thesa gifts 10 Mlm wera a
could flot sea witb thair eyes the Radeaxer's rlghtful subject of gladness and thanksg*l*lng
ramission of the palsiad -man's sins. Tha for avery mambar of that race." We confess
sufferer alona ivas conscièus "tbaî the great that we but Ildimly understand " this.
burdan which prassed on his soul was removad

PRACTIrCAL LESSONS.
i. We shtou/d prsever-e in ou,- effo>-is to to follow their own way for a lima at least,

lriýq- on,- friend.r to Jesits. The four who thair avas-ive trealment <if our most poitad
carried the palsied man were not discoura~e apeals, seem to aullify our efforts. lt do
by apparently insurmounitable dîfficultias. i fot despair ; k la dn ess and persistance may
They did not cara if it cost thein a good deal yet win tham to Jesus.
of trouble, nor if people saidf' that they ware 2. fesi recei'es very graciously those w/to
troublesoma, untimaely with thair efforts, mak- corne to hiii. Tha words actually spokea tb
ing thamselves offansively proiùinant, &c. Ail tha palsiad man were probably, "lBe of good

minor considarations 
wer a ignored in the on a cheer, my son, t by sins ar a forgiven thea."

Very often our most discouraging work is with from. Christ to, thosa who sought his haaling
those whora we ax'padt 10 give special heed 10 power. Howv gently and lovingly ha Iays his

our words. Th air pre occupation of interest hand on th m, as if by his touch to, reassur a

uid affections, their self-willed determinalon the timid ones of bis sympathy and power te
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