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lnference% is, that, the stars are sa many sunis; lof the lower powvers of the telescope. Others,
and many of tbcmn far grearer than our own, whiclî the Iover powers could not resoive,
nd sluinintr %itlî un intrinsic spiendnr, in corn- jyieluled to (lie ligaler. And thus, usrn-
paiison witlu which ours woutld fade into a Ipowvers ivhichi varied from 400 to over 6000, iît
minute star, scarcely, if nt ail visible to the wees bound tliat ilhe'iigher thc power the greater
nakcdc eve. But, have we any means of know- the number or those faintly shining spota
inz, it may be asked, what would be the visi- which were resolved into distinct Star3. It iS
hie maznîtude and hfiglîtness of otir sun, seen compuited tnat many of these nebulous clusters
from the distance of a star? Two principles must contain at least lwcrity thousarid stars, in
of undoubtéd trutb will enable usq to form a de- a space not more ian onc-tcat/i oftuat corered
finite opininn upyon thiç point:* first, tliat, the i y the moon's disc. Then, besides these
,visible diamcter is inversely as the distance; and resolvable clusters, there are very many others,
secondly-, that Ille brughizn;ss is inversely as the wli as yet remain irresoîvable. Aftér many
equare ot the distance. At double our present effourts to determine the reach of bis instru-
dis;tance, for instance, the suin wvould hlave haif ment, Herschel concluded that xvith its
file visible ma-gnitude and one quarter fice bizhest powers, cglie could descry a cluçter of
Irit!htness whichi it nom lias. Pursuing tMis 5000 individjuals, ivere it situated 1/iresJuin-
-principle, we are altozether sure thint if our Idrcd Ilwousand timtes dceper in sracc M/an
,Fun were sean at 200,000 imes iLs ~~em Uis- 3LL iU is."' Ligbl from such a cluster
tance, which nt most w'ould only equai that of must have occupied at Ieast one million of
the nearest star, its visible magnitude would yecars in cona Io us! Is this impossible?
be reduiced ho file 200,000thb part of what it Does it cnratlict any known Iaw of the
~iov is, or to he less than the 1OOth part of one system? Does it *conflict wvith any of the
second . nnl its brigbtness wnuld equal only, analogies which ire are able to trace la the
Ille 40.000,QOO,OOOtbI part of its present sple.n- phys: cal tîniverse ? Startling and incredible as
enr. We are aware thnt iiumiiers so vast fur-1 this conclusion may at first aprear, no astrono-
iiish but a very inadeguahe means or forming1 mer îvould, have te bardihood ho pronounca it
a definite conception, but %%e bave uothingi impossible. Nay, further; every sound mind
better ho take thieir place. It is ascertained, jwnuld doubtless admit the separate probability
xvitth a gnod ilegree of cartainty, by direct1 of e.vary shep in the chairu of evidence xîpon
imnasurement, thaï,thbe solar brigbtness, dimi- wbhicb it depenCs. If is elearly possible, ilhea
iiistied in the ratio e-xprassed by those that Herschel, on somne clear evening, lwben
figures, wvould only equal that of a star ic starry firmament ivas rejoicing in its
lof Uic second ma-,nihude. Tbe conclusion, utmost splendor, may have caugbht glimpses of
tiierefore, tbat the stars are, in fact, resplen-l- lielbt which fen thousand centuries bad only
ent suins, is not only admissible, but one wbicb sufficed ho transmit fron, -S remote origin to
ican no lonzer lie resisted. our !system ? We say notbingr of the bear-

But the sulpposition wliich wre have hiere Iing of this fact, such allowing it to hpi
made îvith reg3rd to the distance of the stars,; upon tlie chronology of the creation. 'Ie
is the leasi wbich the fiacts allov. The stars regard IL merely as illu,;trative of the vast-
ray be-and there are very stron- analogia sis fie material universe. And in %vhat
reasonq for believing that many of them are-, commanding, tone does it speak Io us of the
iminensurably beyonil the limits hereassigned. aillpervading presence and hheineflàble glory

Reflect for a moment upon the amazing1 of thatfleing, who, froir his lofty throne,lioks
extent to xvhicli %e are enabled, with tile aid down iipon this vast domain, this boundless
oif.tbe telescope, to penetrate the d epthofhe ge n of rlds3 and 1covers thern ail with the
stellar spc.s as ho pic rpadeaieange-.aw o i wnspce ~ -'. ' ~ hdows ipbi e aun t h t
single star, 19-2 times further than the remotest IJwiprsi e rate tacbines of sci
-,v.hich can ha seen by the naked eye ! or such, ne!Adlo eaesntrete as

cm ing mut ocu! mn ioe this f1x the and vents, and ages of man's chronolosycool-
)-cars in in as!Ad tifxth pareil iitli tbe prolonged annals of the sçkies!1
hamit of creaU4on ? Can if be believed that at And how ennobling is the thought tIent the lie-
this distance, inconceivable as iL is, we have ing of an hour, wflose life is precaious as the
zeached a point beyond wbichi therejis nolluiag, epes breath, should be able thus hy the
and îvhere the îvearied energies of creative1 aid of science to surmouint ibe heavens;, tvan-
power couîd do no more ? Ilave mur eycs der among the stars, and note those vas( cycles
behield the last solitary orbi situated on tie by wliich alone the ages of ehernity are sbad-
very verge of creatin, and looking into the owved forth ! Surely, tie deep impress of im-
awvtul vacuiiw xvhich siretches onwardl to mortality is upon the s irit of man !-Alhe-
absoluite infinitv beyond it? This we should r.oeumnfor July. ________

lîardly be prepared to admit, much lcss ho
aqsert3 even thougli aur vision coîîli gn o 101T.IGIOUS ED)UCATIo..cc very tl;ing in
fiirther. But ire are not left in donfbt on this; Vie condition of mankind pronourices the ap-
.Doint. The spots of diffuqedi nebulous hight1 proacu or some great crisis for which nothing
-%viiich are hhickly scattered iii manv parts oi, cao preparie us but tie diffusion of knowledze,
the hepavens have been exçaniine. -Soine of j prohity, and the fear of the Lard. While the
tbemn iere resolvable loto stars, %vith the use îvorld is impelled with such violence in oppo-


