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OUR LETTER BOX.
SCNETHING AROUT SHINGLES.
Kingsron, Jan. 14, 1867,
To the Editor of the Canada Lumberman,

Dear Sin —Among the many kinds of material now used
by architects there is none subjected tu so many different
opinions as shingles One man says: ¢ give me shaved shingles
for durability.” aud as proof of his opinion ho will say, ** there
is that old barn yonder, I and my father cut the bolts out of
treex which grew on such & hill, drew them to the shanty on an
Ox sled, and shaved them ‘evenings by the light of a fat pine
knot when Jim was tlie biby, (that is over 30 years ago ) and
this roof is not altogether worthless yut and we left the eap
on too. If I could get them I would have shaved pine shingles
sure 1"

Next observer says, *'T don't like sap, I shingled iny houso,
or barns, and the sap is all defective while the heart-wood is
guod I beliove like my fiiend No 1that shaved pnne slungles

aro best but tako the sap off for me

No. 3 says, '[likecedar ghingles, (shaved of courss), Thereis
such and wuch a rvof made @ it of shaved cedar, which my father
made long ago. They werd £ feet loug and { in, thick. They are
worn very thin where the %ap cumes but will last a while yet,
I prefer cedar.” .

No. 4 says, “I have not tnuch oxpernience i shaved shingles
but in 1862 I shingled my honse with X X X pine sawed
shingles and it is a good roof yet. The sap was all taken off,
1 believe it will last 8 or 10 years yet."

No. b says, “I shingled ﬁy house with sawed pine shingles,
sap all off, and I got my sh:ingles fromn the same mill and the
same mau made mine that'made No 4. He said mine wero
a3 good as he could make, and my rvof lasted about 12 years,
and I had to put on anolhar roof. I took ced: r the last time
I don't like sawed pine shipgles, There is a fuzz on them that
holds dampneas and soon rpts.”

No. 6 eays, ‘I hike sawed cedar; they lay more flat and don't
spht and curl up so much s pine does,”

And more of these kind I theores could be brought forward

if space would permit.

Now the question is, which is the best and how can we har.
munize the different viows §xpressed ! for they are all true and
are repeating themselvese Rty day.

In the first place, let me a2y, it is not the sawing or shaving
of a shingle that makes thgm stand the weather best or last
longest  Iknow the root well that No 1 mentions, it has
Jasted over 30 years and N;b. 4's roof will also laet 30 years.

The former was cut greem, bark taken off, split and xhaved;
the turpentine dried in thp timber and made the sap hard. It
lasted almost as well a8 thé heart wood.

No 4's roof was cut angd split green, drew to the shingle
factory 43 lengths, sawed parly in the apring befors the gum or
turpentine had been run ofat. It was not put in the water.
WWhen it was sawed the 1 and pitch collected at the bottom
of the saw teeth, When ghe sawyer filed his saw he tgok his
jack knife aud cleaned th€gum off his saw teeth so as not to
stick up the teeth of his fi Then they were packed up in
bunches aad kept under gover dry until laid on the rouf.
They were cut across the xain. not slab fashion Théy won't
cur! nor split any more thin No. 68 cedar did,

No. 2's shingles had black sap on them when they were
nailed on the roof  Tho sap might have beengreen and bright
when bunched up but they were not kept covered and lay ex-
posed to wot before used,  Sap is not very good under any
circumstances, but unlesg the gum drics in the wood it is al.
most worthless. .

No. i's shingles were sa\&cd by the same mau that cut No.
4’. Theso shineles were yhade of nico pine saw-logs 12 to 15
inches in dinmneter, had lald in the water three years when tho
sawyer sawed them Al $he guin spots on the side of the saw
and the saw teeth became elean and bright.  There was noth.
ing in the wood to p.eserys the shingles; tho aap was taken off
but still they rotted in 12 years, Had they been cut before
the gum had left the wood they would also have lasted 30
years. o
No 3'sroof lasted well hecause they were 3 in thick. Cedar
makes good shingles but they require to be thicker tlan pine,
They don't rot but wear out. The nails rust and become loose
in the wood more than w pine.

Hemlock makes a good whingle if nol too wide and laid 1}
inches to the weather. ¥ don't know the durability of hem.
lock shingles, I have madp and sold hemlock, ash and tamarac
shingles and they have giyen good satisfaction,

I had one man say to me once, * Hoppins, your theory about
the durability of shingles;, depending on the way that the
timber is handled before mhanufactured, is all wrong. My father
and I made the shingles én our buildings and we made some of
them out of pine that lay'on tho ground until the moss and
vines had grown over top.of the logs and i1t made good shingles
and they have lasted as long as those that you say wero cut
green,” .

*"Yes oir,” said I, *‘there were no worm holes in that moes
«covered tree neither were there?” “No,” said he. Now this
provesmy theory true more than not true, There is a kind of

pine, which i this patt'of Ontario we call yellow pine or cork
vine. Itis notthe cogumon pine generally growing in our
pineries, tho sap 18 not aver 4 inch thick, This kind of Jine
does nut rot easily and i:'in very scarce, Not much of this
kind of pine gets wmanufactured into ohingles.  As proof of
that it is different from our common pine. The worms do not
work mit My long an watchful experienco in shingles con.
vinces me that shingles cat vut of good large pine and kept out
of water are best, the durability 30 years ; cedar not wmuch
ditference, whether kept 'out of water or not duratility 20
years. Pine left in water for a couple of years 12 to 18 years;
hemlock, tamaracand ash I have not tested but I belivvo they
will last 20 years. I erected two dwelling houses Jast year and
put hemlock shingles on them, I intend to erect two more this
year and will put hemlock shingles on them also,
A. Horpixs,

A FEW POINTS WORTH CONSIDERING.
TonoNTo, Jun, 27th, 1887,
To the Editor of the Canada Lumberman.

Sir.—As your journal is the only vne desuted to the interests
of the Lumber business of Ontario, I desirea short spaco 1
your columning in order to venbilate a fow of the inany griov-
ances that for ycara past the lambermen of Ontariv have been
enduring )

YTirst of all T take up the Insurance Question, As arule a
saw mll is shut down for five months every year, The danger
frum fire, not only to the mill but alsv to the lumber pled 1n
the yard, is very small, but nagwithstanding this the Insurance
Companies charge the same exorbitant rates as when the mill
is running, and the risk from_fire correspondingly largo, de-
clinming in all cases to make any rebate.

Secondly, why should lunberman have to furnish car
stakea? Should not the Rail\vfuy Companics be compelled to
stako every car bufore it 18 lgaded ? af not, why do they 1n-
variably provide lumber for railing up the dours of grain cars?
To ship une nullics feet of lumber requires an expenditure of
at least seventy-five dollurs fur gar stakes  Should the shipper
or the Railway Company bear QNs expense ?

‘I'hess two questions and thé vexed one of weighing lumber
have long been of interest to the trade in genoral. Thero 18
in my opinion, only one way by which justico and fair play
can be ottamned. It is by the ‘nmbermen of Ontario forming
a univnand taking united actioft tv asuid thoheavy losses they
have sustained in the past. The lumber section of the Torouto
Board of Trade has proved itself to bs a distinct failure. Now
is the time for action. Will ngd those who hase willions in.
vested in luinber limits, saw mjills and lumber, take the in-
itiative, :

Yours trulyi
¥ A LurNpes MaNCFPACTURER,

THE MAGUIRE FAILURE.

Furtust particulars, which bave come to hand mince our
laat 188ue, ~o to shiow that thepe has been sumething crooked
in the matter of the Maguire failure, which took place in
Montreal in December. Ata fncctmg of the creditors of this
firm recently held, the Mesers, Maguire precented & statement
which lumps the lisbilities at about 8327 000, and the nasets at
£300 000 and undertakes to acpount fur their suspension by the
fact that eight of their vensels Bre locked up at Buenos Ayres
in consequence of the cholera qutbrenk there. The statement
and figures submitted were reghrded as unsatisfactory by the
chairman, Mr. R. R. Dobell, spd others, in consequence of the
absence of a proper set of books and of ordinary business en-
tries with details of some of the firm's transactions, After an
adjournment of some hours the insolvents produced the books
which had been kept by them froin which 1t appeared that
the last entry in the day book'was made in the early part of
Uctober.  The creditors who kad objected to the firin's system
of book-keepmg puinted to tho fact in justification of their
complamnts. Taemsolsents theroupon surrendered their estato
to the creditors, and the meging proceeded to appoint three
trastees to tako charge of it.: Thoe first two named were the
Hon., James G, Ross and Mr. Kounedy. fromn the oftico of
Messrs, R. R. Dobell & Co.gand the third was appomted by
tho Bank of Montreal, 1 3he person of Mr. Meredith, of
Montreal. The trustees wilkmake a full investigation into the
affaus of the tirm, and wilf report as to the best means of
realizing upon the catate. 1Meanwhile Mr, James Muguire
continuies W manage the egate under 1nstructions from the
trustees, Since the date of the mecting above referred to,
however, a new phase has obcurred in this watter, caused by
the entry of an action in the Superior Court at tuebec. The
action, we understand, i8 for 100,000, and 15 taken by
Messrs. Kidder, Peabody & Co., of Boston, agawmst Messrs
D, & J, Magwire, the Hol. James G. Ross, and tho three
trustees of the wsolvent satate. Hon Jawwes Gi. Ross has
mortgages amounting to 9{4,000 on mne of tho Maguire ships,
The action secks to set asfde theso mortgages on the ground
that they give Mr. Ross ad unduc preferonce as a creditor, It
also appe.+s for & wnt of ipjunction to reetrain Mr, Ross and
the trustees of tho ostate §rom controlling the elups belonging
to the firm, on the ground that the plaintiffs had no part in
tho appointment of the said trustecs. Messrs. Kidder, Pea.
bndy & Co, who 7re the American agents of the Baringe, have
a claim against the estate of about £50,000,

PERYONAL mMeENTION.

{Coutributions from or cfnecening our friends and patr ng are freely
welcomo to this column, Fho pame of the sender must alway s dccome
pany such noticex)

Hull, Que,

The Ottawa Boand of'Trade have elected Mr G. B Pattee,
lumberman president f§r 1887,

Mr. G C. Dattee, of Rerley & Pattee, lumber merchants of
Ottawa, will make a trij} to California, where he has an orange
plantation,

‘THE LUyDRIMAN was
Mr. Geo, Corinack lum
a prosperous business,

Nows has been receiv

Mr. E. B. Eddy, lul;bermm. has been clected Mayor of

vored by a call a fow days ago frowr
r merchant, of Whitby, e report

of the death of the well known lum.
berman of the Mattawa, ¥Mr. Noah Timmins, which sad event
took place January 12th§ Mr. Tumnins was obliged to go
down to Montreal somo ?mo ago to have an operation per-
formed, This systetn was gonsiderably run down by the trying
atthction and he succumbed.  Mr, Timtmins has beenidentified
with the Upper Ottawajcountry for thoe last thirty years,
residing at Mattawa wherd he carried on o large lumnbering
and mercantile busmnces, Fhis many friends 1n the business
will miss hun as ho was onfe of the landmarks of the Upper
Uttawn,  The decensed gurgleman was about 65 years of age
and leaves n numerous fangy.

1t 18 probable that Mr. Gorge Humphrey, lumber inerchant,
who ran Mr. Mctireevy so Josoly in Quebec West ut the last
geneial election, will agai be his opponent in the Liberal
interest.

Hon. H., W. Yratt, a Pagry Sound, Ont., lumberinan, re-
cently received the nomim\gon for a seat in the Ontario par-

liament, but 1t was found tifst through some informality in his
naturalization papers, ho is &ill a citizen of the United States,
and thereforo incapably of h;lding oftice inthe Domipion. He
is a partner of A. N, Sprat, §f Alpena, Mich,

Mr F L. Bushwell, of Gigpnd Haven, Mich., has returned
howne from a several wooks' ffip to the Spanish river, Georgian
Bay, Ont., vhero his finn izmtting ina large sawmill plant,

The Ottawa Kvening al thus compliments & well-
known lumberman: Itis [ pity that Mr.J. R, Booth will
aot stand for South Renfrey. Such wmen as Mr. Booth ave
needed in Parliament by th@couniry.

The serious loss by fire which fell to the ot of Mr. J. M,
Irwin, of Peterborough, ormho 27th ult.,is to be regretted,
His fine residence was comztcly destroyed, as well as a con-

-

siderable amount of valuabl@household effects.

Mr. J. T, Lambert. lumbdk brokor of Ottawa, has recontly
retorned from a tnip up thaColonge River. Heo reports the
Iumber trado 1n that districk to be brisk, and states that the
great quantity of stnow upt?m has not offected operations in
the least. The lakes are beginmng to flood, huwerver, owing to
the large body of snuw off then, and as a result trattic 18
difficult. ‘

Mr., Alex Calley, nt,ono}imo engaged 1 the lumber busi-
ness in Western Ontario, ligs opened out business an goneral
nierchant and conmnmssion dgeut under thestyle of Calley &
Co., at 15 Merton Chambe N Stanley street, Liverpool Eng,

THE TIMBER LICENSES IN THE DISPUTED
TERRITORY.

The Minister of the In ¥ior bas issued o fly ahieet, contain-
ing a statement rcgardin(:zl"w timber limita in the disputed
territory. Licenscs *o cutsthis timber were first granted by
Mr. Mackenzio's govornm,ixt. The form of lease was sanc-
tioned by Mr. David Lailg. then Minister of the Interior, Mr,
R. W, Scott, Sceretary of State, and Mr Edward Blake,
Minister of Justice. In the case of the first lease 3 bonus of
£20 a square mile wns givgn, and in the case of others issued
under that governmnent, §§5.  But the leases were for twenty-
one yoars ; and the bonug spread over the termn of the lease,
wonld be about §3 a mileper annum. Under tho present gov-
ernment the aystem was® continued, but it was modified by
substituting an annual'for a twenty unc year's leasc, and
mnaking the rental 85 inshead of 82 with $15 spread vvor twenty-
one years.  Under the fnodified policy 121 orders in-council
were passed, but only twenty two licenses wore issued.  Of
twenty -une licenses issugd timber was cut only under one. The
last of the licenses eapired on the 31st Decomber, 1885, and
tho guvernment has pergistontly refused to renow them.  Of
the Swenty.une years®' lifense four arostill in existence, three
« which were issucd by the ] te gueramment ; and the holders
of these licenses are thi only ,orsuns now cutting timber in
tho disputed territory. * Six persons in whose favor ordors in-
council weroisaued neder received licenses  Permitsfor cu'ting
curdwood, telegraph poles and railway stuff wero issuod, but
they hase al! Iapsed, nd none of them has been renowed. It
is very Jdesirable *hat somu arravgement should bo made by
which timber could be cut in the disputed territory.

Send in your subscription for 1887.



