
88 OUR HOME COMPANION

"I'n airaid, Mr. Lawrence, that yon are gettinig nority. So. Mr. Lawrence, to mako evorythuig
sentimental." fair, exclaimed :

"Will you but say yes or no, and put me ont of "Ah, larry, ny boy, here's a discussion going
misery ? Believe me, i an in earnest. Say yes, on that wdll suit you exactly, eh ? Here we han
Ada, and inake me the happiest man alive." Mr. Dawes upholdng celibacy on the one hand

'That's what i should so like to do, but really and 3r. Paton and Mlr. Gidley upholding matri
I inust suy no." nony on the other. Now do you joîn in with .lr.

"Ada, ) can't tako that for an aiswer." Daw es, whos2 views we all know will poincide with
"Then you really mu1st go without one, Mr. yours, and then we'il have a fair liglit."

Lawrence, Vi afraid. Nitow bo a good fellow, look "No ! we can't though," said Mr. Paton, a joli)
briglht again, stop calling nme Ada, and let us go looking and somewhat corpulent mian of foit
and find ti.e others ; and, oh dear, we haven't got who w as "soniethig ii the Dockyard," "ther
any sticks for the ftie. Plcase, Mr. Lawrence, du can be nothing fair in their fightmg, for all the
find some sticks." | 'fair' are on our side."

So Harry got sticks, and got augry (and who "Mr. Paton," rephed the bachelor's champiun,
can blane hun?). Miss Fanchler watched hiin at indignantly, " the argument is oit a serious subject
work for soute tine, and as he retured, looking and should not be treated lightly. Now I hold-
gluin and sorrowful, site asked huin to try adm look " Thank you," interposed Mr. Gidley, "if you
happier. hold, that will give our friend Lawrence a chance.

"Miss Fanchler, I cannot." " Ah-h-h ! Don't give Lawrence a chance to
"Oh, I'm eo sorry." Then after a pause she speak," came antxiously fromt Mr. Paton, in a stage

continued softly: "Are you readly then in earniest?" whisper, " ho sticks at nothing."
" Dearest Ada," said Harry, letting fall his "1 appeal against thir repitition of stale jokes,

sticks excitedly as hope revived again, "I swear-" objectAl Mr Dawes. "Mr. Paton may tal r
"No, no, 3r. Lawrence, doun'tswear-reineniber lightly-"

what Juliet said to Romeo, 'At lovers' perjuries, " I rise to a point of order," said Mr. Paton. "I
they say, Jovo laughs.' Still, you sec, if I put maintain that a man weighing fourteen stone, or
your sincerity on trial and you turned out all right, thereabouts, as I do, cannot be said to talk lightly "
I should still have te say no, and then you would Jere a shout of laughter interrupted the discus.
say dreadful things of me, and call me a flirt, aud sion, and even the corners of Mr. Dawes' inouth
accuse meof giving yon encouragement, so perhaps began te twitch, but it soon subsided, as Harry
it had bctter &o no further ; and now pray !et us Lawrence was observed to be pulling himself to-
be friends agaîn." gether, and preparing to speak. That Harry was

"Ada, if you will test my sincerity, and give a general favorite, was siown by the applause
me another chance, I an not so mean as ever ',o which greeted him, but the ladies, while thqe t
uttor a word that would make you regret it. Try welcomed the speaker, reproached with thei eyes
me any way you wilI, and believe me man enough the champion of a cause they had scant sympathi I
not to insult you for acceding to my reqtest." for.

"We," said Ada, "then I will put yo" to the " Ladies and gentlemen," commenced our hier,
test, and if you are in earnest you will obey ny "I have been called upon te champion a cause
commands." which-which- (hear, hcar) which is dear to the- :

"Dearest Ada," said Harry tenderly, making the bachelor, and well supported. (No.) En W
an abortive effort to obtam possession of her hand, although I hec been a -warm supporter of singh M
"your slightest wish shall bind me lik-e an adain- blerduess, and of the greater isefulness anc te
antine chair." : capabilities for work of a bachelor (a voice-late

"That's verry pretty, but apparently it hasn't for lunch, and no sticks.'), I an se ne longer. as
had any such effect yet. My c<enmands arc, zirst, tIntense surprise of audie:ce at this point.) I h<
that you entirely give up smoking, and second, have thought a goo deal ou this subject latei: bc
that you publicly retract, at the first opportunity, and have corne te the conclusion fliat a marriec di
al you have said concerning the folly of married hife is the h>licst, the happiest and the best."
men. Do you promise?' 1 Th:s gallant speech crcated such enthusiasm thai yr

"Indeed I do," said Harry warmly, "but "% hat Mr. Dawes gave up the contest, and the conversa
is to be the period of my probation, and what my tion became less general. ni
reward ?"

"Your rewnard, Mr. Lawrence, will be an ap- *W*. *. *. *. *. *. *. *. *..
proving conscience, and your 1 eriod of probation Md last the pienic was oi er. and the part, froa ne
will expire one week after you have inade the pub- the Hall werc soont at home again. Before lo.1;
lic recantation 1 cnjoined, at the "nd of which an%- interesting conference w.as taking place betwee hi
time I will answer any enqutiries vout nay wish tO Kate and Ada ii the 'ecret recess of Mie latteri th
putto me inanmanner satisfactorytomyself, though rooi. What passed bet ween then hiý tory telleil in
I fear not equally so to you ; and iow let ils joîn not, but the next morniig Kate called lier brotheI
the others. the "dearest boy alive," and never tcased hun i th

On arriving at the Smuîggler's Cave, the common bit on his matrimonial turineoatedncess. Verb .aî
rendezvous, they were greceti with a burst of The next veek passed rapidlly away iA a ru1u
laughing abuse, and the ironical cnquirics of "where of drives, rides, picnics and yatching, r ii1 the da.
on carth did you get such a jolly lot of sticks " arrived when Harry cas to get his finai ansv c; lea
first reminded Harry that lie lad forgtten to pick i As soon as breakfast was over. Fate (query, f. a.a'
up the sticks lie hal drop icd. But the ratllery , Fate read Kate) gave hini the opportunity he col
soon ceased, after Ada anà HIarry had taken their 'watited, aud he found imiseif alone in itne dràe fix.
scats (a phrase to be taken in a pienickian sense), ing-room with Ada. Never had she looked S far
for a very important qureqion was then before the. haudsoeie, but neyer hîad she appeared so cold ar' dn.
House, nd Iarry wa. .tt once claimaed as a wel- ceremonious as on the present occasion. Harr bai
corne ally by the opposition, who was in the mi- was a brave fellow enough ordinarily, but noi- hl


