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Out toadors will emembor that, in former noticos of the Mission of
the sister Church of Nova Bcotin to Aneitenm, the Reformed Preshyteric
an Church in Scotland, had joined in supporting their Missionary, Rev,
Mr. luglie, as an amociato with the Rev. Mr. Geddio.  Mr. Inglis, from
all wo have heard of him, as woll as scen from his pen, socems to bo a
miessionaey of the right stamp ; and the following letter, addreased to
the Synod Clerk of the Presbyteriun Church of Nova Scotia, is highly
imporiant as au henorablo testitnony to the labors of Mr. Geddio, as alee
excocdingly interesting in the facts statud, and well fitted to encourago
all in prayerand hherality for tho suppurt of & mission that has had such
rearhablo success,

Rxv, axp Deax Sigi—

1 behieve you are fully acquainted, through your esteemed
miselonary, the Rev, Juhu Geddie, wuli the siate and prospects of the
wiseion on this island, It occurred to me, however, that you imight teel
intetested by recerving a biel account of the operation and result of the
mission here, frum an mdependent witness, and one who has had among
‘he best opportunities ol learning and witneseing 1ta progress.  Suice the
commencement of the nusiva, 1 have been  regulae correspondence
with Mr. Geddie and some of the Samoan brethrea,  ‘T'wo years ago |
had the privilege of sailing for three months, on board H. M. S, Huranah,
Capt Erskine, while that veasel way vissing the New Hebades, Queen
Charletie's Islands, the Solomon Group, and New Caledoma ; miy atten-
tion being dicectel solely, duting that e, to uussionary objects. | have
now resided it fuboured on this wland for neatly six months, and conses
quently can speak with some degree of certainty on the state and pros-
pecte of the miseion,

I was much geattied with what [ saw liese in 1350 ;  but the progress
ef the minsion since that tiine has been marked and enconragmg. 1 have
just returned from paying Mr. Geddie a visit for the purpose of being
present at the opening of his new place of wonship, und (v assist i
laying the foundation of & aew Mission House which is much needed for
himsell and his family. ‘Ihe new church is capable of containing 500
people. At the opening services the livuse was completely filled, and a
good many had to sit cutside.  ‘Phete were prescat, a number of the
et influential natives, from neacly all parts of the wland,  Leading
chiefs et on that vecarion, who had not scen each other since they met
as etemies in battle,  Large preseats of food wese exchanged among
themi ; the symbol by which treaties of peace and friendship are con-
firmed. Pesce is now established over the whole island. Nearly the
ha!l of the populstion, which is estimated at 3000, have abandoned hea-
thenism and professed christianity. When the natives of this and uther
batbarvus islands profess Christianity, it is not to be expecied that they
are all or many of them changed in heari, or that they have any clear
conception of what Christisnity ie, any motc than a child newly sent to

M
schuol can vnderstand and appreciate a classical education ; but it shows

that the mieionaticn have gamed the contidence of the natives, and that
they are willing and anvious to receive religlous instruction, and thisie &
point of geeat importance gained. 1t Is moreover, onc atriking feature of
this people, that vhile they are jealons in the extreme, til] you gain theie
conﬁdr;lce, when that contidence is gained they arc de.ie and confiding
as chilidren,

I'he change effecied among the natives by the Word and ’5§iﬁt of God,
is very striking. ‘I'heic external appearance is quite chianged.  In their
attention to decency in dress and in their civil and respectiul deportment,
they present quite & coutrast 1o their heathen countrymien.  In thelr es
votional chiaracter they are very exemplary,—they obsesve the Sabbsih,
wait upon public worship, and attenil to religious exercises, with great re-
gularity and reverence. They have family worship in their howses re.
galarly moening and evening. “They eing well, and pray extempore with
great fluency and propriety. At the two principal mission stations on
s istand, where Me. Geddie and I respectively reside, the attendance
upon pubhe worzhip ia from 200 to 300 every Sabbath; at the several
out stations thiere is also & good attendance. Edueation is advancing fa-
vorably  Qur two principal weekoday schools are atiended by upwards of
100 each, and pethaps ae many attend at the other schoole th
the ioland. The four small books, printed in this Janguage by Mr. Ged-
die, are sagetly sought afier by all the christian population, twentye
four church members, admitied to sealing ordinances by Me. Geddie, ace
all very exemplary in their charncter. Indeed, in monslity, the itvariable
fruit of true religion, the christian part of the popuiation sre remarkably
impraved. They have abandoned their heathen abominations, and are
greatly more honest, truthful, and cotrect in morals, than they formerly
were,

In natural dieposition the natives of this island, and probably of the
whole group, are much more aimiable, and greatly Jess covetovs and sel-
fish, than the New Zealanders and other Malay races. It is quite true
that in their uatural uncivilised condition, they have been, and wmany
#till are, the slaves of cvery thiug that is criminal snd abominahle § but
when brought tully under chnstian anfluence, they extubit to a plessing
exteat thowe things that are lovely and of good report,

Y our cliarch las, itunk, being sigually swned of God in her undectake
inge. Your mission on this istand has indced pased through severe trials,
both from within and from witliout ; but it has neversheless been crowned
with a large and gratifying measure of success; and the mision family
here may well erect their Ebenczer—their stone of help—and say * Hi.
therto hinth ihie Lotd hetped us”  Mr. Geddic has evideatly laboted with
great (iligence, patience, prudence, and perseverance, and he has not Ja.
bored in vain; and Mew. Geddie's efforts to improve and elevate the female
pottion of the comuunity liave been attended with most beneficial results.
‘The prospects of the mission are more encouraging than they have ever been.
Wathin the last u1x months uumerous and important accessions hate been
gained and not a few of these from amonyg those formerly the most violeas
and obstinaye opposers of the mission. The precivus seed, for long
sown with weeping, has of late heen brought home in sheaves with re.
joicing. ‘There is also & movement going vn among the christian natives
to make aggreseive evangelizing operations on all the heathen districts
especially in the interior.  ‘I'bere is still one district which is closed
aygainst the reception of the gospel, but we have good grounds for hoping
that even there \he days of heathenism are numbered, and that Christ’s
uame and power will be every where supreine on this island.

‘T'he real importance of this island we consider tu be greatly enhanced by
its relation 20 the other islands of the group. It is in many respects well
adapied for being A centre or point, from which missionary operations
may be eatended to other islands of this group, Mr. Geddie and I ate
both of opinion,that a printing eatablishment, and an listitution for the
training of young men, to fit them lor becoming native teachers, should
be m constant opesation, not for this jslaud oaly, but foc the group. We
have agreed that in the meantime Mr. Geddie shall continue to coaduet
the printing establishment, and the Institution be placed nnder my charge.
A new printing press and a good supply of printing materials are much
wanted here at present.  The stock of paper is quite exhausted, and the
prese is beconie quite 100 small for the waats of the mission. 'We rurpose
to comnence our Tustitution as woop as ever arrangements can be made
for beginning. We have a few promising young men at both stations to
begia with, and we expect to obtain young men, from time to time, from



