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clearly apprehcnded Christ. 11e was inibued with the spirit of his loving
Lord; and to do the will and )York of his Divine Master was the settled
purpose of his mind. He was not only a Christian man, a maxi of pray-
er, of piety, and great christian knowledge and experience, lie was a self-
denyixig, anid truly noble missionary of the Cross. Hie was cxiiled and
qualified, and commxinded to preacli the Gospel by its glorified author
and finisher; and to do it was bis deliglit. It is true lie met with op-
position, lie was sxibjced to persecution, to bonds and imprisoiexit,
but these things did flot turxi him away fromi bis wvork; tbe language of
bis life anid bis lips was, Il God forbid that I sbould glory save in the
Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ by -%vlom tie world is crueified unto me
and I uxito the world." IlUxto me, iwho ara less thaxi the lexist of al
saints, is this grace given, that I should preacli among the Gentiles the
uxisearchable riches of Christ."

This passage lets us see the hieart and chiaracter of Paul. It lets
us se what lie thought of himself, aind what hoe thouglit of Christ. It
telle us that Paul knew the wants of mexi and the adaptation of the
glorious gospel to meet anid satisfy those waxits.

lI reading this passage one would almost be disposedl to thixik that
the Apostie had great difliculty in finding words by *wiicb to expr:;ss
tbe thouglits and feelings of bis heart. The -word translated Illess than
the leasi," ie not to be found ini amy other 1),irt of the New Testament.

Paul was xiot Iloss than the least of ail saints," strictly speaking, for
this would make him no saint at ail. WVe know that hie was a saint,
an eminent saint, at the very time hie -was -writing the Epistle to, the
Christians at Ephes'us. But lie was a very humble maxi ; and having, ne
lie doubtless liad, a freeli and vivid recollectioxi of the time when lie wa s
an enemy of Christ, and a bold anid bitter persecutor of bis followers, lie
feit i bis ixixermost soul that lie did not deserve cithier to be, or to be
called, a saint. Hec sceme to have coined a very peculiar expression to
express tbc very iow opinion whieb lie had of himeif.

Whexi writixig to Timotliy lie calîs himsecf the chief of sixinere. 1.
Tim. i.15. And whcxi writing to the Corinthians lie says, IlFor Iant
the least of the apostles, and ar n ot meet to be called an apostle, be-
cause 1 persecxited the Churcli of God."1 1 Cor. xv. 9. He seeme to
have looked upoxi himsecf as the chief of sinners, as the lexiet of all
saints, anid as the least of the aposties because lie had beexi a persecutor,
an injurions person, a blasphemer, xind for mxany years a despiser of the
Messiali.

Ie thie grace givexi? Hie had long beexi a sixiner, anid it wae grace


